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CHAP. XIV. 


CIRCUMVENTION. 


2 | \OR ſeveral days Sir William and the 
F Colonel purſued one general plan; they 
"3 viſited Miſs Summers of a morning, joined 
her evening parties, and at night met their > 
friends at Brookes's: and ſo infatuated was 
Sir William, reſpecting Colonel Minors, 
that he neither ſaw his deſigns on Miſs Sum- 
vol. 11, B mers, 
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mers, nor regretted the money he continual- 


ly loſt to him at play: and when the whole 

twenty thouſand pounds he had in the bank 
was gone, he ſcrupled not to raiſe money by 
granting an annuity on his eſtate. Lady 
Beaumont, who had been a painful obſerver 
of his actions, though ſhe little ſuſpected his 
great loſſes, one day when he did her the 


favor to dine at home, a thing now not very 


uſual with him, took occaſion to mention 
his apparent attachment to Miſs Summers, 
and aſked, if he had any ſerious defign of 
addreſſing her? he was rather diſconcerted, 
but replied, He really liked her very 
much, though he had not yet made up his 
mind to think of marrying; but, when he 
had, Lady Beaumont ſhould be the firſt 
perſon conſulted,” —* And you will find, 
my dear William, (faid ſhe) that I hall de- 
ſerve your confidence; the young lady men- 
tioned is young and volatile, but ſhe is of a 
worthy family, and a few years hence, per- 


| haps, may prove an ornament to it; I there- 


fore neither perſuade you for, nor againſt 
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addreſſing her; only remember, Miſs Sum- 
mers is a woman of family, who will not 
fail to reſent any improper behavior on your 
part.— This morning (ſhe continued) I have 
received two cards of invitation, the one I 
have accepted to oblige you, the other to 
pleaſe myſelf: — this, is from Lady Sum- 
mers for a rout next Thurſday; that, from 
Mr. and Miſs Thornhill to ſpend the day 
with them on the Monday after : I hope you 
will accompany me to both places.” Sir 
William replied, © He would attend her 
with pleaſure.” * I have (reſumed ſhe,) 
Juſt received an anſwer to a letter I wrote to 
procure Miſs Rivers an eligible ſituation; 1 
ſhall therefore ſpend this afternoon with that 
poor girl, and hope ſhe will ſoon be ſettled to 
her wiſhes.” . May I aſk where?” ſaid Sir 
William, „No, replied Lady Beaumont, 
it can be of no conſequence to you to know 
more than that the ſituation is approved of 
by herſelf and me.“ —< I ſincerely wiſh her 
happy, (ſaid he, riſing,) and I hope, ma- 
dam, if any part of my fortune can make 
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her ſo, you will command it.“ He left her 


at theſe words, and ſhe ordered the carriage 


to take her to Green- ſtreet. When ſhe ar- 
rived Miſs Rivers was alone; a deep me- 


lancholy had taken poſſeſſion of her features, 


but her countenance looked compoſed, tho? 


fad; ſhe received Lady Beaumont with the 


warmeſt expreſſions of gratitude for her kind 


viſit, adding, that her mother had been in 
the city all day.—“ My viſit, ſaid her lady- 


ſhip, is entirely to you, my dear girl: I 
have received an anſwer from Mrs. Wilkins, 


ſuch a one as I hope you will approve: ſhe 
read the letter; Mrs. Wilkins moſt thank- 
fully accepted the honor of the young lady's 


company, and faid, ſhe would make it her 
ſtudy to accommodate her with every con- 
venience and pleaſure in her power to pro- 
cure, adding that Miſs Rivers might be aſ⸗ 


ſured, from her reſpe& and love for her 
ever-honored lady, ſhe would be happy to 


receive and attend any perſon dear to her.” 
Miſs Rivers expreſſed her gratitude in tears 
of Joy and chankfulneſs; ſhe ſaw, by the let- 

ter, 
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ter, how advantageouſly ſhe had been recom- 
mended, and was eager to ſet out for a ſitua- 
tion fo deſirable. It was ſettled that the ſe- 
cond day. after this ſhe ſhould begin her 
Journey, and Lady Beaumont undertook to 
procure her every convenience. Mifs Rivers 
ſaid ſhe had been very much hurried a few 
days before by a viſit from Lady Stanley; 
« Her ladyſhip, (faid ſhe,) had called once 
or twice when my mother was out, and I de- 
clined ſeeing her ; but unfortunately this day, 
my mother came to the door juſt as the car- 
riage drew up, and, without my knowledge, 
brought Lady Stanley up ſtairs to me:—I 
thought I ſhould have fainted, ſhe ſtarted 
with ſurpriſe, and kindly taking my hand, 
« My dear Miſs Rivers, (ſaid ſhe,) I can- 
not forgive myſelf for not ſeeing you before; 
I find you are better; but why would you 
conceal your illneſs from your friends?” I 
burſt into tears. —-Oh, madam, what can 
equal the ſelf-reproach we feel at meeting 
with zndeſerved kindneſs? I could not ſpeak 


to her,—< J fee your ſpirits are weak; (ſaid 


B 3 oo ſhe,) 
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ſhe,) endeavour to be well, my good girl, 
and I hope your circumſtances will ſoon be 
made eaſier. Come and ſtay a month with 
me; Mrs, Rivers, will you and your daughter 
favor us fo far?” This kind invitation, which 
a ſhort time ſince we ſhould have accepted 
with pride and pleaſure, my mother politely 
declined, ſaying, © Change of air was neceſ- 
ſary to reſtore my health, and therefore in a 
very few days we were going into the coun- 
try” —her ladyſhip requeſted if we found it 
neceſſary to return to London this winter we 
would come to her, which we readily pro- 
miſed :—but I am ſure Lady Stanley thinks 
there is ſomething partigular in my cafe ; the 
eyed me with ſuch curious, yet compaſſionate 
looks. — How rejoiced ſhall I be to quit this 
town, which was once, in my opinion, the 
only place fit to live in.“ Before Lady 
Beaumont left Miſs Rivers, her mother ar- 
rived, and Mrs. Wilkias's letter being com- 
municated ſhe readily agreed to ſet off from 
London at the time propoſed ;- and it was 
ſettled that Mrs. Rivers ſhould. drop her. 
daughter 
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daughter at Lady Beaumont's, and from 
thence go on to Dover: Every thing being 
thus fixed, ſhe took leave with an encreafing 
eſteem for the daughter and a ſovereign con- 
tempt for the mother. Sir William mean 
time, when he left the houſe after dinner, 
had ſauntered down through Hyde- park to- 
wards the Mall, intending to go round to 
St. James's- ſtreet—juſt before he got to the 
ſtable yard, he was overtaken by Lord Stor- 
mer who had been ſtrolling in the Mall. 
« Ah, (ſaid Sir William,) I am glad to ſee 
your lordſhip— what, are you juſt arrived 
from the country? From the country! (re- 
peated Lord Stormer) I have not been in 
the country No! why Minors told me 
ſo;—but what is the meaning then that we 
have pot ſeen you this week paſt ?” © Be- 
cauſe I have been very buſily engaged in 
looking into my affairs; I find I can no 
longer afford to play, being utterly undone, | 
and therefore am about to quit England.” 
* How! (replied Sir William,) quit Eng- 
land, my Lord! there ſurely is no neceſſity 
SS for 
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for that; — you have friends who will gladly 
Join to relieve you from any temporary dif- 


ficultiesꝰ t That you are one of thoſe who 
would not ſcruple to ſerve a friend, I am 


convinced, Sir William; and I am grateful 
for your intended kindneſs ; but nothing at 
' preſent can fave or ſerve me have given 
up all for the benefit of my creditors; they 
allow me 5ool. a year, and within that ſum 
I am determined to live in future ; but, as it 
cannot be done in England, I tntend going 
to Flanders; or perhaps to Italy; France 1 
ſhall avoid, as too many of my countrymen 
flock thither.“ But pray, (ſaid Sir Wil- 


liam) may I aſk what has occaſioned this ſud- 
den reſolution?” © have already told you 
my fortune is gone; but the evening we 


ſpent at Lady Mandeville's, and ſome parti- 
cular occurrences which intereſted me there, 
gave birth to the reſolution of examining into 


the ſtate of my affairs; my motives for ſo 
doing avail nothing, and in going abroad 1 


ſacrifice all my wiſhes.— You, Sir William, 
are yet happily exempt from any difficulties, 
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ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 9 
the ſums you have loſt cannot materially in- 
jure your fortune; let me conjure you, then, 
to retreat in time. Play is faſcinating, it 
ſteals imperceptibly upon us; and every day 


adds to the infatuation; the evils attending it 


are manifold, the loſs of time and fortune are 
the leaſt of them—a few days ſerious reflec- 
tion on my mortifying ſituation has taught 
me to judge properly let me conjure you 
once more to retreat whilſt you ean do it with 
honor.“ I am really ſo much ſurpriſed, 

(anſwered. Sir William, ) that I hardly know 
how to thank you for advice which is no 
doubt kindly meant.— How will the Colonel 
be aſtoniſhed! he believes you in the coun- 
try, and will ſcarcely c:»*dit my report.” 
« He is better informed than you: think for, 
returned his lordſhip ; but that is immaterial; 
I muſt take my ieave being engaged on 
buſineſs:--I will do myſelf the honor to call 
on you before I leave England; and believe 
me, Sir William, I feel lincerely nene 
in your happineſs.” 


B 5 Never 
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Never was ſurpriſe greater than the Baro- 
net's; his lordſhip s admonitions gave him 
ſome pangs; he was convinced of the truth 
of his obſervations, and he knew that in the 
courſe of a few weeks he had loſt what by ſome 
would have been thought a princely fortune; 
at one moment he reſolved to play no more; 


but then to give up all hopes of retrieving, to 


ſet down with loſſes ſo very conſiderable with- 
out having the chance of recovering them, 
he thought would be madneſs and folly:—if 
he could but regain ten thouſand pounds, 
redeem his annuity and have ſome ready caſh, 
he would give up play entirely and be con- 
tented to reſign the other ſums.— With this, 
(what he thougt-.,) laudable reſolution he 


went to ſeek the Colonel, whom he found at 


White 8, and then related minutely his con- 
verſation with Lord Stormer. The Colonel 
trembled as he proceeded; but, when. he 
found no accuſation was made againſt him- 


ſelf, and that the Baronet was ftill ignorant 


of all his deceptions, he affected to turn the 
whole into ridicule ; but * it had 
made 


e 
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made rather a ſerious impreſſion on Sir Wil- 
liam, he ſaid, To you, my friend, I will 


confide a /ecret, depending on your honor — 


known then Lord Stormer has been detected 


at ſome little fineſſe in play, which has hurt 


his reputation, and is the real cauſe of his 
going abroad; I expoſtulated with him on 
the ſubject, which oceaſioned a coolneſs, and 
I really thought he was in the country; but 
upon the whole I think he is right to go 
abroad till the affair is blown over; tis non 
generally known, and I hope I have ſucceeded 
in ſtopping ſome people's tongues,” Such 
was the influence this artful man had acquir- 
ed over Sir William that he readily gave 
credit to this ſlanderous invention; and the 
growing eſteem he had felt for Lord Stormer 
was changed into contempt.— The two gen- 
tlemen knowing that Miſs Summers was 
gone with a party to Drury-Lane play-houſe, 
followed her thither, and after reconnoitring 
the houſe, fixed themſelves in a box adjoining; 
to the party they looked for ; —Miſs Sum- 
mers ſoon fell into chat with them; bur 
"2M 6 Lord 
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Lord Summers, who was in company, po- 
litely bowed to Sir William, but made a very 
diſtant one to the Colonel; this he ſaw and 
felt, but having too much confidence to be 
eaſily abaſhed, he chatted with great free- 
dom and unconcern to the ladies, whilſt Sir 
William, from a real attachment to Miſs 
Summers, expreſſed more by his looks than 
words, and but occaſionally joined in the 
converſation: perfectly ſatisfied that the Colo- 
nel had no views on the young lady, he felt 
no diſquietude at his aſſiduities, but was 
pleafed that his attentions precluded two or 
three other gentlemen who were of the party 
from being noticed. When the play ended 
there were ſeveral competitors for the hand 
of Miſs Summers which ſhe, in defiance to 
the frowns of her uncle, reſigned to the 
Colonel, who conducted her to the carriage, 
and then joined his friend. Well, Sir Wil- 
liam, (ſaid he,) no bad omen for you. — 
your goddeſs could not openly ſnew her pre- 
ference to you, but in giving her hand to 
your companion ſhe certainly deſigned you 

| A 
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a compliment.” —* And do you really think 
ſo?” (cried the Baronet eagerly.) © To be 
fure I do; it is very obvious—O, I enjoyed 
the haughty uncle's diſappointment; there 1s 
a Lord Fairfield who, I am told, is deſigned 
for her; but let us try if we cannot circum- 
vent him; I am perſuaded the young lady 
herſelf has no predilection in his favor.“ 


he « But would you ſeriouſly adviſe me to mar- 
- ry Miſs Summers?” © Do you really like 
elt her? © Certainly, I do, but yet I have no 


violent inclination to marriage.” “ Nay, 
you muſt determine for yourſelf: between 
you and me, ſhe is a great coquet, and un- 
leſs you can be contented to ſee your wife 
quite the ton; flirting with every pretty fel- 
low, I would adviſe you againſt it; her for- 
tune you do not want, and I am perſuaded 
her perſon will ſoon prove a great incum- 
branee.” 1 know not what to determine 
on at preſent ; I cannot relinquiſh her, but. 
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re- I ſhall take a little more time for obſervation 
to before I think of making any ſerious ad- 

ou dreſſes, Her uncle, Lord Summers, whom 
a Ela 58 
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I only ſaw once at her houſe, treated me 
with great politeneſs, and if I choſe to make 

an offer I don't think it would be refuſed,” — 

« I dare fay not, (anſwered the Colonel,) 

and therefore there is no neceſſity for hurry- 

ing matters.” By this time they arrived at 

Brooks's, met their uſual ſet, and purſued. 
their. uſual mode of entertainment, 
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CHAP. RV. 


PARENTAL AFFECTION IN A MODERN 
FINE LADY, 


6 day ark in which Mrs. Rivers 
and her daughter were to take very 
different routes. — Without feeling the leaſt 
concern for her unhappy child, Mrs. Ri» 
vers only blamed her obſtinacy in refuſing to. 
accompany her to Paris ; and when they ar- 
rived at Lady Beaumont's about one o'clock 
2 | | al. 
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(an hour when Sir William was never home,) 
the alighted from the carriage and entered 


the houſe with the greateſt unconcern imagin- 


able: not ſo Miſs Rivers; ſhe ſhuddered, 
and could ſcarcely by the help of falts keep 
herſelf from fainting, although ſhe was re- 
ceived with the greateſt kindneſs by Lady 
Beaumont. I have brought my daugh- 


ter, and reſign her to your ladyſhip's 
care; (ſaid Mrs. Rivers, with much non- 


chalence.) © I accept the truſt, (faid Lady 
Beaumont, ) and flatter myſelf J ſhall deſerve 
the confidence and affection Miſs Rivers fa- 
vors me with.” —“ As the day is far advan- 


ced, (reſumed the other,) I have no time to 


loſe; I muſt, therefore, make my acknow- 


ledgments to your ladyſhip and haſten on 


my journey. Adieu, my dear Anna, pray 
write to me as ſoon as J have acquainted you 
with my place of reſidence: take care and 
behave well, child, in order to deſerve Lady 
Beaumont's kindneſs, and bring no more dif- 
grace upon me”—*® Fie! Mrs. Rivers, ex- 
claimed. her ladyſhip, ſeeing the unhappy 


18 


Zirl drowned in tears and unable to ſpeak,) 
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is this a time for ſuch a cruel reflection? 1 
venture; madam, to anſwer for Miſs Ri- 
vers—ſhe will not diſgrace. you,—may ſhe 


have reaſon to be proud of her mother!” the 


poor girl advanced, and throwing her arms 
round her unfeeling parent, ſobbed out! — 
Forgive me, madam, for all the trouble 
I have occaſioned you! henceforth you ſhall 
have no cauſe to complain of me. May 
Heaven bleſs my dear mother! may you en- 
joy health and happineſs, and may no thought 
of me diſturb your quiet!” Devoid of ſenſi- 


bility as Mrs. Rivers was, ſhe could not 


help being a little affected, a few tears drop- 
ped from her eyes, and kifling her daughter, 
with ſome appearance of tenderneſs, ſhe took 
leave of Lady Beaumont, ſtepped into the 
carriage, which waited, and purſued her way 
to Dover. It was ſome time before Miſs 
Rivers could be compoſed, though Lady 
Beaumont ſoothed her with the kindeſt ex- 


preſſions - the ſtage which was to convey. 


Miſs Rivers to Exeter, ſet off in the even- 
ing, ſhe was therefore to remain in her lady- 
„ ſmhip's 
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ſhip's dreſſing-room till the appointed hour, 
and was ſecure enough from ſeeing Sir Wil- 
liam, a ſight ſne dreaded worſe than death. 


7 W þe , 
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THE EFFECTS OF CREDULITY. 


HAT fame day ſoon after, Sir Wil- 
1 am returned to dreſs, he was inform- 
ed Lord Stormer was come to wait on him— 
he repaired to the parlour under thoſe unfa- 
vorable impreſſions the Colonel had inſtilled 


into his mind, and received his lordſhip 
with a politeneſs ſo reſerved as was too ob- 


vious to be overlooked. —< Being about to 


F quit the kingdom to morrow, Sir William, 


I called to have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 


once more, and to know if I can do you any 


ſervice abroad,” © Your lordſhip is very 
obliging ; 
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obliging; (anſwered the Baronet,) but I am 
equally unknown and unknowing out of 
England.” * You will pardon the obſerva- 
tion, Sir William, (reſumed his lordſhip,) 
but, from the particular reſerve which has 


taken poſſeſſion of your features, I am inclin- 


ed to judge you have been impreſſed with 
ſome unfavorable ideas of me ſince I had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you in the park.” Have 


you, fir, any reaſons for indulging ſuch a 


fuppoſition?” aſked Sir William, gravely. 
« ] have, (returned Lord Stormer,) I know 
my preſent deſign has met with the diſappro- 
bation of the party I have lately been con- 
nected with, and I entertain little doubt but 
they have inſpired you with the ſame ſenti- 
ments; — I have no right to cenſure, much 
leſs to adviſe ; my own ſollies have been too 


glaring; but permit me to ſay, that if you 


would diverſify your acquaintance, and not 
confine your knowledge of the world to one 
particular ſet, you would ſurely find your 
advantage in it.” © I am obliged to your 
lordſhip for your advice, though it certainly 


implies 


— 
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implies a cenſure on thoſe you once called 
your friends.” * I can have no views to an- 
ſwer in what I ſay, (replied his lordſhip,) 
but ſimply a wiſh for your happineſs, and 
you undoubtedly muſt act as you pleaſe :— 
then, advancing and taking his hand;” 
ce adieu, (continued he ;) believe me ſincere- 
ly intereſted 1n your welfare ; and, fhould I 
live to return to. England, I ſhall] be happy 
to cultivate your acquaintance and be ranked 
among the number of your friends. There 
was ſomething ſo open, ſo pleaſing in Lord 
Stormer's voice and manner, that, in ſpite 
of his prejudices, Sir William's gravity in- 
ſenſibly relaxed; and, ſhaking his hand with 
great cordiality, he wiſhed him health and 
happineſs: but as ſoon as they had parted, 
the Colonel's inſinuations to his diſadvan- 
tage again occurred, again were credited, 
and he only felt contempt for the plauſibility 
of Lord Stormer's manners; a man who 
could be guilty of any diſhoneſt practiſes at 
play he juſtly conſidered as a ſcoundrel, who 
would not ſcruple when temptations came 1n 

his 
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his way, to defraud and injure in other in- 
ſtances. Thus was he the dupe of the very 
artifice he deſpiſed ! He next began to think 
of Miſs Summers; the Colonel's opinion of 


her had great weight with him; yet he found 
himſelf ſo much attached that he could not 


bear to give her up: They had paid her ſe- 
veral viſits ſince the meeting at the play- 
houſe. Whenever Lady Summers was at 


home, ſhe always directed her attention to 
Sir William, and the others appeared pleaſed 
to have a feHe-A. 1818, in which the Colonel told 


him Miſs Summers always explained herſelf 
much in his favor, but ſtill repreſented her 
as fickle and trifling. 


The evening of the day on which Lord 


Stormer had taken leave of him, Sir Wil- 


liam went with the Colonel to Covent-Gar- 
den Theatre; in the box next them ſat a 
lady, whoſe charms appeared: to engage ge- 
neral admiration. . © The lovely Signora is 
not inconſolable (ſaid the Colonel) for the 
loſs of her dear Lord.” © Who do yon 

1 mean? 
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\ 


| mean e (ate he) Why, don't you 


know, (replied the other) the lady next to 
us is Lord Stormer's Bella Signora?“ — 
« No, (ſaid Sir William) I never ſaw her 
till now: She is very beautiful.“ The Co- 
lonel then addreſſed her; they entered into a 
lively chat, in which the Baronet joined, and 
ended with the lady's aſking the two friends 
to ſupper: They accepted her invitation, 
and accompanied her to Sackville Street, 
where ſne had very elegant apartments, and 


where they had a very genteel entertainment. 


Wit and good humour preſided at the table, 
and Sir William, who had never till now 
been in company with a woman ſo facinating 
as this lovely Signora, forgot Miſs Summers 
and every one but the charming object be- 
fore him; they ſtayed till a late hour; Sir 
William aſked and obtained permiſſion to 
renew his viſits, and when he quitted the 


houſe, was equally intoxicated with love and 


wine: Being extremely laviſh in her praiſe, 
his artful companion laid hold of the oppor- 
tunity to perſuade him to take her into 

; keeping. 
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keeping. © Your affair with Miſs Summers 
may keep cool, (faid he) and the charming 
Signora will amuſe your idle hours.” The 


weak, irreſolute intoxicated Baronet acceded 


to the propoſal with tranſport, and determin- 
ed, on the following morning, to make his 
propoſals in form. Thus, by a gradation 
extremely natural from the unhappy con- 
nection he had formed, he ſoon became in 
every ſenſe of the word a profligate; and 
without a natural propenſity to a ſingle vice, 
adopted every mode of diſſipation and folly 
pointed out to him by others, and this in or- 
der to be conſidered as a man of faſhion and 
gallantry. How many amiable diſpoſitions; 
how many young men bleſt with underſtand- 
ing and a thouſand good qualities, are ſacri- 
ficed at the ſame ſhrine! Partake of follies 
which afford them no amuſement, adopt the 
vices of their companions, and at laſt ſink 


into a vortex of diſſipation, which deſtroys. 


their morals, injures their health, waſtes 
their fortunes, and brings on a premature 


old 


be 


tu 
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old age without one pleaſant reflection, one 
benevolent good action, or one ſenſible vir- 


tuous companion to adminiſter comfort to a 
mind diſeaſed. 


CHAP. XVII. 


A FEMALE SEDUCER. 


HE following morning Sir William 
ſcarcely allowed himſelf time for break- 
faſting, ſo eager was he to pay the purpoſed 
viſit in Sackville Street : He found the fair 
Signora dreſſed in a ſtyle of elegance ſuffi- 
ciently captivating ; ſhe, well accuſtomed to 
the arts of pleaſing, ſpared no pains to con- 
firm her conqueſt, and was ſo ſucceſsful in 
her — that, before they ſeparated, a 
| mutual 
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mutual underſtanding took place, and Sir 


William conſented to a very handſome 
ſettlement. She had the art to make him 
believe ſhe had quitted Lord Stormer vo- 
Juntarily, and, from her pique to him, ſcrup- 
led not to ſet him forth in a moſt ridicu- 
lous point of view, which confirmed the Ba- 
ronet in his prejudices againſt him : Nor 
was this all: Senſible that ſhe could very 
well aſſiſt in diſſipating Ms, ſhe want- 
ed no partners to ſhare in the plunder, and 
therefore threw out ſeveral oblique hints 
againſt the Colonel, condemned play, and 
proteſted againſt an attachment to a man 
who devoted thoſe hours to gambling, 
which ought to be engroſſed by her alone. — 
Sir William was laviſh in his promiſes, 
ſwore to forſake play, and every amuſement 
in which his charming Signora had no par- 


ticipation; but endeavoured to combat her 


apparent diſſike to the Colonel, by aſſuring 
her, that gentleman was warmly her friend. 
The hours flew unheeded away, and he 
ſcarcely reached home in time for dinner.— 

E Unfortunately 


EE 


Unfortunately this was the day he had fo 
much wiſhed for, the day in which his mo- 
ther had engaged to viſit Lady Summers, 


But his ſentiments had undergone a great 


change ;—he acknowledged that Miſs Sum- 
mers was very lovely, but he no longer 
thought of her with thoſe lively emotions of 
tenderneſs he felt a ſew days previous to this ; 
the faſcinating foreigner now engaged all his 
hopes and wiſhes, and the Colonel had rea- 
ſon to triumph in the ſucceſs of his ſchemes, 


which left him at liberty to purſue Miſs 


Summers with unremitting attention, and, 


by imperceptible degrees, make himſelf 


maſter of her heart. When Lady Beau- 
mont claimed her ſon's promiſe of attend- 
ing her to Groſvenor Street, he was highly 


chagrined he had engaged himſelf to the 


Signora; and his embarraſſment was very 
obvious. How comes it, Sir William, 
(ſaid her ladyſhip) that you appear confuſ- 


ſed at my requeſt ? You know this viſit of 


mine is intended ſolely to give you pleaſure.” 
To be candid, madam, (he replied with 
VOL, II. = ſome 
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ſome heſitation) entirely forgetful of this en- 
gagement, I have entered into another, which 
it is impoſſible for me to break thro”, from 
ſome very particular circumſtances attend- 
ing it.“ “ So, then, you do not mean to 
accompany me?” (ſaid ſhe, both ſurpriſed 
and offended.) * Yes, madam, I will at- 
tend you there; but you muſt excuſe my 
leaving you.” © Your behaviour is very 
extraordinary. A few days ſince you were 
laviſh in the praiſe of Miſs Summers, and 


deſirous of my cultivating an intimacy 


there; now you are indifferent, and plead 
other engagements which certainly are ſub- 
ſequent to your promiſe of attending me to 
Groſvenor-ſtreet — How inconſtant is your 


conduct! You have no ſteadineſs, nor can 


there be any reliance on your word,” — 
« Your pardon, madam, (replied he, much 
piqued) if I preſume to remind you the law 
at leaſt ſuppoſes me arrived at years of di- 
ſcretion.” He quitted the room with a care- 
leſs air, and Lady Beaumont, burſting into 
woes, + PN the loſs of his affection and 


confidence. 
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of 


confidence. * I ſee, (thought ſhe, heavily 


fighing,) all my fears are realized; his prin- 


ciples, his morals, are become abandoned; 
and the wretches he aſſociates with have ſuc- 
ceeded in plunging him into vice and with- 


drawing him from all reſpect and gratitude 


to me: I have loſt my influence; and, very 


ſhortly, I have no doubt, ſhall be deprived of 


his company entirely. With the moſt pain- 
ful reflections ſhe retired to her dreſſing- room, 
and reluctantly prepared herſelf for the even- 
ing's viſit. Sir William went out after din- 
ner, but returned 1n time to accompany his 
mother, and feeling a little confuſed at his 
late improper behavior, met her with much 


complaiſance, and endeavoured to appear 


cheerful and inſpire her with good-humour. 
Lady Beaumont was received with diſtin- 


guiſhed preference by Lady Summers, Who 


expreſſed herſelf in the moſt obliging terms, 
nor was the young lady wanting in her polite 
attentions—a vaſt deal of company was aſ- 
ſembled, amongſt whom Lady Beaumont 
with pleaſure obſerved Mr. and Miſs Thorn- 
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hill, the Stanleys and Warners.— Sir Wil- 
liam ſoon found a moment to ſteal off unob- 
ſerved, and flew to his Bella Signora: — the 
Colonel came in ſoon after he quitted the 
room, and advancing to pay his compliments 
to Lady Beaumont, careleſsly aſked what 
was become of his friend ?” I ſhould rather 
aſk you that queſtion, fir, (ſaid ſhe very 


gravely ;) for you are in general ſuch inſepa- 


rables that I cannot ſuppoſe you ignorant of 
his engagement this evening.” © Upon my 
honor, madam, (he replied) I am not in his 
confidence, neither have I the pleaſure of his 
company ſo frequently as your ladyſhip ſup- 
poſes. —He then walked off to addreſs Miſs 
Summers, with whom he remained the beſt 
part of the evening. —Lady Beaumont was 
ſurpriſed at ſeeing him there, ſhe was a ſtran- 


ger to what new connections her ſon had 


formed, and felt alarmed and uneaſy : her 
two friends mentioned, with ſome little diſ- 


pleaſure, Sir William's total neglect of them; 


and Mr. Warner ſhaking his head, cried; 
« Aye, aye, poor Beaumont is acquiring a 
knowledge 
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knowledge of the town very rapidly I believe, 


and he'll pay dear enough for his experience.” 
This hint ſtartled Lady Beaumont; ſhe was 
apprehenſive Mr. Warner knew more than 
he choſe to communicate; and, turning to 
him quickly, are you, (ſaid ſhe,) acquaint- 
ed then with the nature of his engagements 
or the names of his companions? * only from 
report: but Sir Edward Stanley can afford 
you better information.” * Indeed, I can- 
not; (rephed Sir Edward,) I only know 
my relation, Lord Stormer, 1s ruined and 
gone to the Continent; and the ſame con- 
nections may poſſibly injure Sir William: 


but I mean to throw myſelf in his way ſome 


morning and be a little more explicit : I am 
ſurpriſed at ſeeing the Colonel without him.” 
To this Lady Beaumont could only reply, 
that ſhe was totally ignorant how he ſpent 
his time.—© Apropos, (faid Sir Edward,) 
what is become of Mrs. and Miſs Rivers? 
we hear they are gone to France.” * You 
were rightly informed; (anſwered Lady 
Beaumont, ) I believe that was their defign 
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when they left Town—freſh people coming 
into the room they were ſeparated, and Lady 


Beaumont placed herſelf by Lady Summers, 


and was much pleaſed with the old lady's 


friendly politeneſs: at the ſame time ſhe kept 


an attentive eye on m/s, who was entirely 


engroſſed by the Colonel; and ſhe ſaw 


enough to juſtify her opinion that they were 


warmly attached to each other, and was ſur- 


priſed Lady Summers did not appear to ob- 


ſerve what ſhe thought ſo very viſible. — Af- 
ter ſpending an evening of obſervation rather 
than of pleaſure, her ladyſhip retired, having 
engaged the Stanley's and Warners to dine 
with her the following day. Sir William ſpent 
his evening with the Signora, who ſo well 
improved his prepoſſeſſion in her favor that 
he came away intoxicated with her charms. 
Freſh ſums were raiſed to adorn her and ſup- 
ply her with every elegance ſhe thought fit 
to require :—the money which was ſaved in 


his minority was now all gone, — his pay- 


ments from his eſtates were not yet come 
round—he had, tis true, about ſeven thou- 
{and 
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ſand pounds in the hands of Mr. Thornhill, 
but that he did not care to draw out, as it 
niight ſubje& him to ſome enquiries or re- 
monſtrances from his mother which he choſe 
to avoid ; and therefore he paid exorbitant 
intereſt for money to ſupply his extravagan- 
cies. He met his mother's friends at dinner, 
> |* behaved with much politeneſs but no free- 
= b dom, and with a flight apology left them 
- 4 early in the evening, to the great mortifica- 
- F tion of Lady Beaumont. When the day ſhe 

bad promiſed to ſpend with the Thornhills 
came, he abſolutely declined going, without 


to be diſpenſed with. On her return home 
from this viſit ſhe found rwo letters, the firſt 


s. | 3 following effett, — 


fit * 5 « Deareſt Madam, 
in No words can ſufficiently expreſs the feel- 
- ings of my heart, or convey to you my deep 
me 5 ſenſe of your unmerited goodneſs: unworthy 
| as I am, you have deigned to bid me look 
C 4 up 


aſſigning any reaſon, but an engagement not 


ſhe opened was from Miſs Rivers, and to the 
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up to your protection and regard; precious 
is the remembrance ; and my ſtudy, for the 


remainder of my days, ſhall be to deſerve it. 


— My journey was ſafe and pleaſant, and 
when the ſtage entered the yard of the inn, I 
was accoſted by Mr. and Mrs. Wilkins, the 
moſt friendly amiable couple I ever ſaw, who 
waited to receive me, and behaved with 
ſuch kindneſs and expreſſions of eſteem as 
called forth all my gratitude. I am indeed 
moſt agreeably ſituated, and if there was peace 
within my breaſt, ſhould pronounce myſelf 
happy ;—but ah, my dear madam, nothing 
can ſtill the monitor within, and I look back 
with never ceaſing regret on the paſt errors 
of my conduct. May you, my ever reſpect- 
ed benefactreſs, experience every felicity this 
world can afford! for the knuancdge of your 
happineſs is eſſential to my peace. I have 
as yet heard nothing from my mother alas, 
IT tremble for her! — however miſtaken ſhe 
has been in the means, ſhe ſurely ſought my 
happineſs and advantage, and I have, in re- 
turn, covered her with diſgrace, and per- 
haps, thrown her into ſituations which may 

end 
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end in miſery.,—Heaven forbid—but my 
proſpects on that fide are very gloomy, 
Pardon me, madam, for intruding my ſor- 
rows when I ought only to rejoice in your 
goodneſs, which is indelibly imprinted on 
. the heart of, your ever-obliged and truly 
| ' grateful, 

15 | Anna Rivers.“ 


; I ce Poor girl! (exclaimed Lady Beaumont, ) 
may her future days be happy! alas my pro- 
ſpects are not more bright than her's. She 
then took up the ſecond letter, and was ſur- 
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: | priſed to recogniſe the hand of her brother, 
8 


| Lord Maybank, who hardly ever wrote to 
| * her: She opened it haſtily, and learned, that 

| his lady was dead, and he on the point of 
coming to London to bring his only daughter 
A and reſign her ta the care of his ſiſter. 


Lady Beaumont felt ſincere prief for the 
ne | loſs of Lady Maybank; for although there 
1y A had been bur little intercourſe in the families, 
ſſme knew ſhe was amiable, reſpectable, and 

„ | unfortunately married; for Lord Maybank 
| was quite a tyrant, and, from a high opini- 
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on of his own underſtanding, looked with 
- contempt on moſt men, and all women—a 
diſpoſition ſo unpleaſant neither conciliated 
love nor friendſhip; to preſerve peace, his 
lady ſubmitted to his laws, and ſacrificed 
her own good ſenſe to his arbitary temper ; 


but as he had no ſuch claims on ſociety, his I | 
company was avoided. Thoſe who were 4 1 
inferior to him in rank and ſortune, were 
awed, by his pride and ſupercilious manners, . 
from preſuming to viſit him ; and thoſe few | ; 


| 
| 
| 
upon an equality with him, held him in too 1 
much contempt to brook his dogmatical and 
capricious behaviour, Lady Maybank was = 
indeed generally eſteemed, but no one ſeem- = 
ed inclined to viſit her, as it could not be 6 
done independent of ſeeing him alſo Hence a 
they lived almoſt alone in their ſolitary caſtle; | 
and the ſole amuſement and employment of |. Þ} 
Lady Maybank was to educate her daugh- P { 
ter; but in this ſhe met with ſo many ob- = «6 
ſtacles from her Lord, who made no ſcruple | 2 

of ridiculing his wife, that had not Mis | © 
Maybank been bleſt with a moſt happy diſl- | » 
5 poſition, 
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poſition, and an excellent heart, ſhe never 
would have acquired thoſe virtues and ac- 
compliſhments which now rendered her an 


ornament to her ſex. She deeply felt the 
loſs of her aimable mother, and was for a 


long time inconſolable, which ſo. exaſpera- 
ted the pride of her tyrannic father, who 
could not bear the idea that ſhe ſhould re- 
gret a loſs he thought of ſmall conſequence, 


that he took a moſt unjuſtifiable diſlike to 


her; to which another circumſtance contri- 


buted, a fondneſs he had contracted for his 


gardener's daughter, who being ambitious 
and artful, ſoon, by a perfect ſubmiſſion to 
his will, and a mean compliance with what- 
ever commands he iſſued, obtained a greater 
aſcendency over him than ever his aimable 


wife could boaſt; he indeed grew ſo fond of 


her, that he was determined ſhe ſhould re- 
ide at the Caſtle ; but as this could not be 
done without highly offending the delicacy 
and reputation of his daughter, after various 
ſchemes to get rid of the objection, he reſol- 
ved to take her to England. Her mother's 
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fortune, a very conſiderable one, was to be 
her's when ſhe came of age; he therefore 
determined to allow her C 400 a- year for 
the preſent, and flattered himſelf ſne might 
ſoon get well married, and he be rid of her 
for ever. Such were the thoughts of this 
affetionate father, in conſequence of which 
he wrote to his ſiſter. Lady Beaumont 
was delighted with the idea of having a 


\ 


companion in her niece; ſhe had never 


ſeen her, but conceived the moſt flattering 
expectations from the character ſhe had 
heard of the young lady, and from what ſhe 
knew of her late amiable inſtructreſs. Be- 
ing acquainted with the impetuoſity of her 
brother's diſpoſition, ſhe did not doubt but 
they would ſoon follow the letter, eſpecially 
as he had not even requeſted an anſwer, but 
ſignified his intention of being in town very 
ſhortly. 
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MODERN FRIENDSHIP, 


N the morning, when Lady Beaumont was 
P informed her ſon was up, ſhe ſent him 
3 his uncle's letter ; he ſoon returned with it 
* in his hand; © I congratulate you, madam, 
on the acquiſition of a companion fo deſir- 
able as Miſs Maybank ; I hope her conver- 
ſation will enliven your parties, and induce 
you to mix more with the world.” Upon 15 
my word, (replied her ladyſhip) I am already 1 
ſufficiently diſſipated; but as the company of ; 
my niece may call more young people about 
me, I hope I ſhall have more of your com- 
| pany. He, ſmiling, anſwered, © No doubt 
FE of that, madam ;”” but he had already made 
up his mind. His lovely Signora had hint- 
ed, that lodgings were extremely inconveni- 4 
ent, that his viſits might be taken notice of, 1 
and that a ſmall houſe would be a thouſand buf 
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ſame roof with other families. He acknow- 
ledged the juſtice of her remark, and re- 
queſted 
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queſted ſhe would procure ſuch a houſe as 
might be agreeable and convenient to her. 
Thus commiſſioned, *tis natural to ſuppoſe 
ſhe loſt no time, but preſently ſelected a gen- 
teel habitation in Clarges Street ; ſhe had 
communicated this to him the preceding 
evening, and obtained his permiſſion to ſe- 
cure it: The moment he had peruſed his 
_ uncle's letter, a thought ſtruck him that he 
had now an excellent pretence to quit his 
mother, and reſide entirely with his charm- 
ing miſtreſs; and he determined to remove 
previous to Miſs Maybank's arrival. He 
had not ſeen the Colonel for two or three 
days, ſo much had his new attachment en- 
gaged him ; he now took a walk to call at 
his lodgings ; not finding him there, he went 
to White's, and the T hatched-Houſe, and 
was equally unſucceſsful — Returning from 
St. James's Street, he recollected he had not 
lately paid his compliments at Lady Sum- 
mers's, and though he had loſt his violent 
penchant for the young lady, he thought 
politeneſs required he ſhould now and then 
| call 
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call at the door : He walked therefore to 
Groſvenor Street, and on aſking whether 
Lady or Miſs Summers was at home, the 
ſervant anſwered, © My lady is at home, 
Sir, though very much diſtreſſed, and unfit 


to ſee company.” © And Miſs Summers, 


reſumed the Baronet,) I hope ſhe is well?“ 
« O, Lord, Sir, (ſaid the man, ſhaking his 
head,) what, don't you know Miſs is run'd 
off with Colonel Minors, and, 'tis believed, 
gone to Scotland. Sir William was thun- 
der ſtruck : „Gone off with Minors? Im- 
poſſible ! (ſaid he;) Where is your lady? I 
with to ſee her.” The ſervant went up ſtairs 
to his lady, whilſt Sir William remained be- 
low in the parlour perplexed with a thouſand 
confuſed thoughts and vain conjectures.— 


The ſervant returned, and deſired. him to 


walk up into Lady Summers's drefſing- 
room. The moment he entered, ſhe burſt 


into a torrent of tears: * Ah, Sir William, 


(ſaid ſhe) you have injured me irreparably ! 
Why did you introduce that deteſted Colo- 
nel, who has impoſed on my unhappy child, 
: and 
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and deſtroyed my peace for ever,” © Is it 
poſſible, madam, that what I hear is truth ? 
Has Colonel Minors carried of Miſs Sum- 


mers? ' Would to Heaven it were falſe ! 


Yeſterday morning a ſervant came with a2 


card from Miſs Raikſon's, requeſting my 
grand-daughter's company to dinner: Al- 
though ſuch an invitation was unuſual, I had 
no ſuſpicions, and glad of any opportunity 
to promote an intimacy there, I gave a free 
aſſent, and the carriagetook her into the city, 
and left her at Mr. Raikſon's ; ſhe ordered 
the ſervant to fetch her at nine. At the hour 
appointed I ſent the carriage—Judge of the 
ſervant's ſurpriſe when he was informed Mr, 
Raikſon's family were gone out, that Miſs 
Summers did not ſtay a quarter of an hour 
in the houſe, and that one of the footmen 
waited upon her to a ſhop in Cheapſide, 
where ſhe ſaid the carriage was to meet her, 
and there he left her. My footman, who is 
a ſober intelligent fellow, walked to the 
ſhop, and aſked if a young lady of her de- 
ſcription had purchaſed any thing there, and 
left it for him to carry ? He was told fuch 
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a lady was there, and bought ſome gloves, 


but took them into the carriage, which 
came with a gentleman in it to fetch her.— 


With this heart-rending intelligence my ſer- 


vants returned. Judge what muſt have 
been my feelings—1 flew to her apartment, 
and, in her dreſſing-box, found a ſcrap of 
1 with theſe words only:— 


« Be not alarmed, my dear madam); tis on- 
ly a trip to Scotland ;—in a few days Colonel 
Minors will have the pleafure of preſenting 
bis wife to you, 1n the perſon of your dutiful 


Charlotte Summers.” 


For a few minutes (added the old lady 


weeping,) I was happily inſenſible of my 
misfortunes ; as ſoon as I recovered I ſent to 
my ſon, Lord Summers; but ſo many hours 
had elapſed, that he thought a purſuit would 
be uſeleſs. © O, that wretch, I never liked 
him; many times have I been on the point 
of ſhutting my doors on him, but was re- 
ſtrained from a ſenſe of general politeneſs 


and reſpect to his introducer. O! Sir Wil- 


liam, 


"vo; 


A * 


7s 
1 
0 
5 
- 
C1? : 
"IE 
19 
10 
? 
12 
of 
1 
15 


3 


— —— 
. — 


* 
N 
* 
4 
44 
B. 


| 
| 
. 
f 

14 
i 4 
{14 


42 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


liam, why, why did you bring him here to be 
the ruin of my poor girl?” Sir William ſar 
immoveable in his chair, till rouſed by this 
addreſs; forgive me, madam, (ſaid he, ſtart- 
ing from his reverie,) ſcarcely can J credit 
What ] hear, tho' from an authority ſo re- 
ſpectable :—and believe me, when J aſſure 
your ladyſhip, I never had the ſlighteſt idea 
of any particular attachment between Minors 
and Miſs Summers; his introduction here 
was on my part involuntary, he abſolutely 
forced himſelf upon me; for, notwithſtand- 
ing J had then a high opinion of the Colonel, 
J had not the preſumption to think myſelt 


entitled to introduce any man where I was 


ſcarcely acknowledged as a viſitor myſelf; 


and ſo far from having any ſuſpicions of his 


deſigns, I have been almoſt ready to quarre! 
with him for not doing juſtice to Mifs Sum- 
mers.” „Ah, (ſaid her ladyſhip,) his whole 


conduct has been replete with falſhood and 


duplicity.— Unhappy girl - what a lot have 
you drawn! - Before Sir William could re- 
Ply, Lord Summers was announced ; he 
walked 
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walked into the room, bowed gravely to the 
Baronet, and ſeeing his mother in tears; be- 
ſought her to be compoſed; then, turning 
to Sir William. © Are you fir, (ſaid he,) 
furniſhed with any intelligence reſpecting 
your friend and my niece?” The word friend 
was ſpoken with particular emphaſes. © No 
my lord; I was 'till this moment entirely a 


ſtranger to the Colonel's attachment ; and 


I beg you and Lady Summers will do me 
the juſtice to believe my concern is equal to 
my ſurpriſe.” The girl is ruined; (cried 
Lord Summers;) I have this morning been 
unqueſtionably informed, he has been guilty 
of ſuch glaring improprieties that the corps 
mean to require his ſelling out of the guards: 
his character is infamous; he has long fup- 
ported his extravagancies by gambling and 
duplicity of the meaneſt kind ; Lord Stor- 
mer he has completely ruined; and report 
lays, Sir William, that you are a pretty con- 
ſiderable ſufferer from his friendly atten- 
tions,” Had a bullet wounded him ſudden- 


Jy, Sir William could ſcarcely have been 


more 
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more ſurpriſed and ſhocked: he was now 
convinced the Colonel was a villain, and that 
he had been an egregious dupe. With much 
heſitation and confuſion he acknowledged to 
Lord Summers that he had indeed been 
greatly impoſed upon, that he always ſaw 
the character of Minors in a favourable point 
of view, and had placed unlimited confi- 
dence in his honor. © His honor! (repeated 
Lord Summers) he is the moſt worthleſs of 
mankind; and this wretched girl, whoin he 
has ſeduced, will foon experience bitter re- 
gret and unavailing repentance ; her fortune 
was the inducement, and he well knows ſhe 
is entitled to it on her marriage—a curſed 
thing (cried he ſtamping) to have ſuch a fel- 
low brought into the family but I ſwear he 
never ſhall enter my houſe, neither will | 
ever ſee his worthleſs wife.” O! my for, 
(faid the old lady, weeping,) do not be too 


raſh.” ©] have ſworn it, madam,” © you 


mult do what you pleaſe; it will not be long, 
I fear, before ſhe will want a comforter, and 
a protector too, from the very man ſhe has 
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ſo ſcandalouſly eloped with.” Sir William 
roſe to take leave, entreating Lady Sum- 
mers not to entertain any diſpleaſure againſt 
him for the late unfortunate affair, which 


would ever afford him cauſe of regret and 
ſorrow; and inwardly curſing the Colonel 


for making him the tool to carry on his in- 
famous ſcheme, 


When he left the houſe he had abundant 
cauſe for reflection; every doubtful tranfac- 


tion in which he had been ſometimes diffi- 


dent of the Colonel's honor, appeared in it's 
true light; he recollected what Lord Stor- 


mer had ſaid to him, called to mind the va- 


rious plans adopted for engaging him in play, 
together with the immenſe ſums he had loſt ; 
and, on the whole, entertained no doubt but 
Minors was an unprincipled fellow. — This 


laſt affair with Miſs Summers he could not 


forgive; his pretended diſlike of her, and 


baſe endeavours to prejudice him againſt her, 


were now accounted for: he was like one 
awakened from a dream. To eſcape from, 
unpleaſing 
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unpleaſing reflections and recover his ſpirits, 
he flew to his charming Signora ; he found 


her buſily employed preparing for a removal 


into Chrges-ſtreet, and therefore not at lei- 
{ure to attend to his complaints or diſſipate 
his vexation:—having engaged him to meet 


her in the evening at her new houſe, ſhe re- 


ſumed her employment ; and he walked to 


St. James's-ſtreet : — he called in at White's; 


every one was making obſervations on Miſs 
Summers's trip to Scotland, which was, by 
this time, the current news of the day ;— 
Some applauded the Colonel's ſucceſsful 


manceuvres, others affected to pity the 


girl; and all applied for information to Sir 
William, as the Colonel's confidential friend: 
Sir William could not govern his temper, 
but bitterly reviling Minors, abruptly quit- 
ted the room. —He now ſaw himſelf with- 
out a ſingle companion, he had circumſcrib- 
ed his acquaintance, and being ever with 
Minors was only known to his aſſociates, 
whom he was determined to give up, and, 
if poſſible, renounce play for ever, —Alas he 

never 
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never once reflected, . that he had lately en- 
tered into a new engagement which might 
prove equally as deſtructive to his fortune, 
and injurious to his character with the re- 
ſpectable part of mankind ! he now ſaunter- 
ed into the park, where he was accoſted by 
Sir Edward Stanley and Mr. Warner, whom 
he would have given the world to avoid: 
« So, ſo, my young friend, (cried the lat- 
ter,) you are jockey'd I hear.” -* Jockey'd 
ſir!' “ Why, your beſt friend, the Colo- 
nel, has run away with your miſtreſs and 
forty thouſand pounds.” - She was no 
miſtreſs of mine ;” replied the Baronet.— 
The town ſays fo, and every body pities Sir 
William Beaumont for being duped by a 
falſe friend and inconſtant miſtreſs.” *© The 
town is very impertinent, (anſwered he in a 
haughty tone,) to concern itſelf about me, 
and very much miſtaken in its judgment.“ 
« I believe ſo, (ſaid Sir Edward, in a care- 
leſs way ;) 'tis not likely Sir William ſhould 
have any ſerious attachment whilſt he viſits 
m Sackville-ſtreet.” This was another thun- 
derſtroke, 
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derſtroke, but he parried it off, by obſerving 
the world was very apt to be miſtaken in its 
conjectures ; for his part, he had a particu- 
lar affection for the lady in queſtion ; and 
for the Colonel he heartily deſpiſed him, — 
Sir William then took leave, rejoicing in 
his eſcape from ſuch keen obſervers. He 
returned to dine with his mother, and not 
doubting but ſhe would ſoon be acquainted 
with the elopement, exerted reſolution enough 
to be her firſt informer. Lady Beaumont 
was equally ſurpriſed and ſhocked, for al- 
though ſhe had obſerved a very good under- 
ſtanding between Colonel Minors and Miſs 
Summers; ſhe had no idea it would have 
produced ſuch diſagreeable conſequences, 
—< am truly ſorry for the young lady and 
her family; (faid ſhe) I know they had other 
views for her; though I believe ſhe did not 
like the gentleman her friends had choſen: 
—had you ſeriouſly addreſſed her, poſſibly 
they might have been inclined to relinquiſh 
their firſt intention; — but, I fear, to avoid 
* ſhe has run on Charibdis, for the 
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Colonel is certainly a worthleſs and con- 
temptible charaRer, I flatter myſelf, my ſon, 
you will now give him up.“ This, Sir 
William affured her of ;—and Lady Beau- 
mont lamented that an event which had ac- 
compliſhed fo deſirable a wiſh on her ſide, 
ſhould be productive of ſorrow and vexation 
to the Summers” family. 


CHAP.  XYHL. 


VIOLENT ATTACHMENTS SELDOM 
PERMANENT, 


HE Colonel and his prize proceeded to 

1 the land of Hymen with all the ex- 
pedition a poſt-chaiſe and four could make; 
they were ſoon united, and never was a pair 
th  Þ ſo 
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ſo truly happy ; Miſs Summers thought her- 


ſelf bleſt is the moſt amiable of men, and 
had not the ſmalleſt doubt but, as their union 
was indiſſoluble, her friends would ſoon 
be reconciled to the charming Colonel ; a 
matter to him totally indifferent : Secure of 
her fortune, his pride only was concerned in 
deſiring a reconciliation ; and as that might 


receive ſome abatement from their behaviour, 


he was determined never to ſeek what he 
could hardly expect they would offer. For- 
ty thouſand pounds would ſet him above fo- 
liciting favors from any man ; the only draw- 
back on his preſent felicity was the chance of 
meeting Sir William Beaumont; but, as in 


love and war, all advantages are judged to 
be fair and lawful, he reſolved, if he could 


not avoid him, to meet him with a merry 


countenance, and term his deceitful proceed- 
ing a well concerted frolic. On their arri— 
val in town, the new married pair drove di- 


rectly to the hotel in Pall-mall, and when a 


little recovered from their fatigue, Mrs. 


Minors thought proper to write her grand- 
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mother and uncle : Lady Summers, though 
highly grieved and offended, conſidered the 
extreme youth and volatility of this raſh 
young creature, and how very incapable ſhe 


was of conducting herſelf with any tolerable 


propriety ; ſhe knew, that if forſaken by her 
friends, and thoſe intereſted in giving her 


good advice, ſhe would too probably fall in- 
to improper connections, ſuch as might irre- 
parably injure her morals, and bring diſ- 


grace on herſelf and family: From theſe 
conſiderations ſhe returned, though not a 
kind anſwer, yet a civil one, deſiring to ſee 
her. Not fo Lord Summers; enraged be- 
vond forgiveneſs, deſpiſing Colonel Minors, 
and entertaining the utmoſt contempt for his 
niece's light, indelicate conduct, he tore the 
letter addreſſed to him in pieces, and en- 
cloſing it in a blank cover, without even an 
addreſs on the back of it, the ſervant was 
ordered to carry it from whence he came.— 
The meſſenger from Lady Summers return— 
ed firſt, and Mrs. Minors very readily over- 
looked the coldneſs of the letter, as it con- 
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tained an invitation; the Colonel affected to 
be pleaſed, and they both anticipated a ſimi- 
lar anſwer from Lord Summers; but how 
great was their ſurpriſe and mortification on 
receiving only the fragments of their own 


letter! Mrs. Minors wept with vexation 
her huſband flew into a violent paſſion, ſwore 


moſt tremendous oaths, threatened to cane 
Lord Summers for his inſolence to his ador- 
able Charlotte, and, in ſhort, made ſuch a 
buſtle, that ſhe was compelled to dry up her 
tears, and endeavour to ſooth him: But all 
this paſſion was counterfeit, He had reflected, 
that if Lord Summers was reconciled to him, 
he would try to procure a handſome ſettle- 
ment for his niece: The raſh ſtep ſhe had 
taken had thrown her wholly into the Co- 


| lonel's power, and he determined to profit 


by it, and reſerve the greateſt part of her for- 
tune to himſelf. Entirely indifferent there- 
fore to his lordſhip's diſpleaſure, his firſt care 
was to write Mr. Raikſon, and demand his 
wife's fortune; but of this ſtept ſhe was ig- 


norant, and when ſhe preſſed him to accom- 
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pany her to Groſvenor-ſtreet, his anſwer was, 
« No, my love, viſit there firſt yourſelf, and 
when I am invited, I ſhall with pleaſure ac- 
company you; mean time, whilſt you are 
abſent, I will look about ior a houſe.” 


Mrs. Minors ordered the carriage, and 
prepared, with ſome little trepidation, to vi- 
fit her grand- mother. The Colonel ſallied 
forth with all the conſciouſneſs of a man, who, 


by a ſucceſsſul ſtroke, had ac ꝗquaired fortune 
and independence. He called in at Brookes's, 


and was received with vociferous applauſe 
and congratulations-by ſome of his old com- 


panions, who doubtleſs hoped to ſhare in 


the ſpoil he had ſo dexteriouſly obtained. — 
From thence he croſſed the Park, with one 
or two of his aſſociates, and was on the point 
of making ſome enquiries relative to Sir 


William Beaumont, when, at the opening 


leading to. the Palace, who ſhould ſuddenly 
meet them but Sir William and his Bella 
Signora. Both parties ſtarted, but the Co- 
lonel, preſently recovering his uſual confi- 
„„ dence, 
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dence, gaily advanced, and ſeizing the Baro- 
net's hand, © Congratulate me, Beaumont, 


( aid he) 1 am juſt returned from a trip to 


Scotland, and have taken your fair inſenſible 
off your hands.” *© Excuſe me, Sir, (faid 


the other, withdrawing his hand,) henceforth 
we are ſtrangers. Your conduct has ſuffi- 
ciently explained itſelf; and I have no rea- 


fon to regret giving up your acquaintance, 
which I do from this moment.” Then 
haſtily paſſing on, he left Minors a little 
mortified, though he inſtantly railled his 
ſpirits, and turning to his companions with 


an affected laugh, The poor Baronet, 
(cried he) is deviliſhly vexed at my good 


fortune; and to ſay truth, the loſs of forty 


or fifty thouſand pounds is ſufficient cauſe 


for vexation; but the lady had a right to 
pleaſe herſelf; and I muſt have been a curſ- 
ed fool to have ſuffered ſuch a prize to flip 
through my hands.” © I think fo, indeed, 


(replied one of his friends ;) I with the ſame 


temptation would fall in my way.” The 


Colonel, however, did not wiſh for a ſecond. 
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rencounter with Sir William; and therefore 
walked through the Palace-yard, and then 


ſtrolled about in ſearch of a houſe ; chance 


led him to Clarges Street, where a very 
handſome one was fitting up. Having 
examined it, he was ſtanding at the door 
aſking queſtions relative to the price, when 
a carriage ſtopped at the houſe oppoſite, and 
the Signora alighted and went in. Surpriſed 
and confuſed, he aſked the man he was talk- 
ing with if that lady reſided there? and was 
informed ſhe had lived there about ten days. 
This was enough for him ; he ſlightly ſaid 
he ſhould call again, and retired, bleſſing his 
ſtars that he had luckily ſeen the lady before 
he had taken the houſe ;. for, with all his ef- 
frontery, he had no inclination to reſide 


within the notice of Sir William Beaumont. 


Mrs. Minors returned from her viſit, after 


having, as ſhe ſaid, ſupported a three hours 


lecture: © However, my love, (continued 
the,) the old lady will be glad to ſee you, and 
deſires you will meet Mr, Raikſon at her 
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houſe the day after to-morrow.” ( No, 
my love, (he replied) I ſhall beg to be ex- 
cuſed ; I would not have your family ſuppoſe 
I married you for your fortune; my lawyer 
ſhall attend with my inſtructions to ſettle 
that buſineſs, and then I will wait on Lady 
Summers with pleaſure.” Mrs. Minors, 
who took this ſpeech literally, ſaw nothing in 
it but a compliment to herfelf, and was high- 
ly gratified ; ſhe wrote a note to her grand- 
mother, and ſaid, Mr. Anderſon, the Colo- 
nel's lawyer, would attend at the time ap- 
pointed, and mentioned her huſband's kind- 
neſs with much ſelf-congratulation, 


The following morning they went a houſe- 
hunting, and meeting with one handſomely 
furniſhed, in Grafton Street, and ready to re- 
ceive them, they directly agreed for it, and 
determined to move into it the very next 


day. 


In the mean time, Sir William Beaumont, 
who felt very much hurt at meeting the Co- 
lane! 
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Jonel in the Park, requeſted his Signora not 
to keep up the leaſt acquaintance with him; 
ſhe moſt readily promiſed, but, in all proba- 
bility, from that hour conceived the deſign ſhe 


afterwards put in practice. She had now a. 
moſt elegant houſe ſuperbly furniſhed; it 


was taken in her name, and fifteen hundred 
pounds given for the leaſe ; ſhe had the or- 
dering of all the furniture, plate, &c. and to 
pay the bilis Sir Witham gave her near four 


thouſand pounds; nor did his infatuation 
ſtop here; he laid out immenſe ſums in 


jewels and cloaths; her equipage was ſu- 
perb; and, in ſhort, he put no Itmits to her 


expences; all which ſoon burthened his 


eſtate with ſeveral annutrties ;. but this he ne- 
ver attended to, whilſt it was fo eaſy to raiſe 
money and pleaſe his beautiful Signora.— 


He was now never at home till two or three: 


in the morning, ſometimes ſtayed out all 
night, and 1f Lady Beaumont aſked him any 


queſtions relative to his engagements, he. 
anſwered in a careleſs vague manner, with- 


out affording her the leaſt ſatisfaction: She 
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was entirely 1gnorant of his attachment ; for 
although it was much talked of, and the 
Stanleys and Warners well knew it, no one 
cared to wound the ears of a parent with in- 
telligence ſo diſagreeable. 


Sir Edward Stanley determined to write 
Sir William a letter, and endeavour, if poſ— 
fible, to awaken him from his dream of ſen- 
ſuality, which muſt, otherwiſe, terminate in 
diſgrace and ruin. Alas, he did not conſider 
how much eaſier it is to avoid follies than 
recede from them ! A relaxation from princi- 
ple, imperceptibly leads to fatal conſe- 
quences, and when we are once plunged into 
error, the recovery 1s very difficult, and 
ſeldom undertaken, The unhappy connec- 
tion Sir William Beaumont had formed with 
an artful unprincipled woman was not to be 
eaſily broken; every day ſtrengthened her 
influence over him, and rendered him more 
her ſlave. For ſome time he kept his reſo- 
lution of avoiding play, but falling in acci- 
dentaly, one morning, with two of the gentle- 
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men he had frequently met at Brookes's; 


he was tempted to accompany them to a bil- 
liard- table; he had a very ſlender knowledge 
of the game, but happening to win, he ſoon 
grew diſtractedly fond of it, and determined 
to purſue the amuſement with all that 


thoughtleſs eagerneſs which marked his cha- 
racter. 


The Colonel and his lady were now ſettled 
in their new houſe, and cards were diſpatch- 
ed to all their acquaintance: love and har- 
mony appeared to have taken up their reſi- 
dence with them, and, for a few days, they 
were inexpreſſibly happy the time appoint- 
ed for meeting Mr. Raikſon had been de- 


layed by the Colonel's lawyer not being in 
town, and 'till that buſineſs was ſettled the 


Colonel had declined viſiting Lady Sum- 
mers, though Mrs. Minors had called on her 
two or three times: in about a week the day 
was fixed, and notwithſtanding Mr. Raikſon 


_ thought it extremely odd the Colonel did not 


chuſe to be preſent; he conſented to meet 
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Mr. - Anderſon as his repreſentative, and 
brought his own lawyer along with him, 
They met very amicably. — Mr. Raikſon 
produced his accounts, and it was found 


that by his integrity and attention he had en- 


creaſed the original ſum of forty thouſand 
pounds to very near fifty: Lady Summers 
made him the warmeſt acknowledgements 


for his noble and diſintereſted conduct, and 


ſecretly lamented the fortune had not remain- 
ed under his care a few years longer, or that 
her ſon had more prudently reſtricted his 
daughter from the poſſeſſion of it until ſhe 
had attained the age of twenty-one; however, 
as regret was unavailing, ſhe was ſilent on 
that head, and attended to the gentlemen. 
Mr. Raikſon ſpoke firſt: *The lady's for- 
tune, I preſume, ſir, exceeds your client's 


expectations; did you come prepared to 


make any offer of ſertlement, or to abide 


by what her friends ſhall judge equitable ?” 


* Sir, (returned Mr. Anderſon) my in- 
ſtructions are very conciſe; let the lady's 


fortune be what it may,. the Colonel pro- 
poſes 
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poſes to ſettle ten thouſand pounds upon her | 


and her children, and reſerves the remainder 
for their mutual advantage.” Aſtoniſhment 
ſeiſed the whole company; at laſt, © ten 
thouſand pounds, ſir, cried Mr. Raikſon, you 
miſtake ſurely; I ſhould ſuppoſe he rather 
means to reſerve ten thouſand pounds to him- 
ſelf in caſe the lady dies; for what has he to 
offer as a ſettlement or an equivalent for her 
fortune?” © I did not come here, ſir, (repli- 
ed Mr. Anderſon, ) to enter into any alter- 
cations; neither am I prepared to diſpute 
with you on the ſubject what I have to ſay 
is ſimply this, Colonel Minors will ſettle 


ten thouſand pounds out of his lady's fortune, 


(which is now become his,) on her and her 
children :—you well know, fir, he can claim 
the whole: if this propoſal is accepted I am 


prepared to execute the deeds; if not, the 


Colonel will purſue what other meaſures he 
ſhall judge proper. The money is his pro- 
perty, and you cannot withhold it.” It 
would be difficult to deſcribe the grief and 
vexation of Lady Summers at ſuch an evi- 
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dent proof of the Colonels baſeneſs and ava- 
rice. Wretched undone girl! (cned - ſhe 
in the bitterneſs of her heart;) now indeed 
will repentance overtake thee! O, fir, (ad- 


dreſſing Mr. Raikſon) what is to be done? 


ce At preſent nothing can be done; (he re- 
plied;) but however reluctantly I may enter 
upon the taſk, I will ſee Colonel Minors, 
and talk to him. I am ſorry to give theſe 
gentlemen the trouble of another meeting, 
but 'tis not to be avoided.” 


The lawyers took leave, and left Mr, 
Raikſon with Lady Summers - Mr. Ander- 
ſon returned and related what had paſt to the 
Colonel.—< Let Raikſon come when he 
will, I am prepared: (ſaid he;) not a tittle 
will I recede from in my demands.” -In 
ſhort, there were two or three meetings; 
the Colonel was obſtinate, nor was there any 
means to bring him into better terms. Mrs. 
Minors, by the very imprudent ſtep ſhe had 
taken in going to Scotland, had thrown her- 
ſelf abſolutely into his power, and the unfor- 

tunate 


tunate clauſe in her father's will, which gave 
her poſſeſſion of her fortune on the day of 
marriage, had inveſted the Colonel with the 
privilege of diſpoſing of it as his generoſity 
might prompt; and how far that could be 
depended on, has been ſeen, The guar- 
dians were compelled to accede to his pro- 


poſals, and ten thouſand pounds only re- 


mained ſecured to his wife and children; the 
reſt was given up to his diſcretion, Lady 
Summers, though ſufficiently exaſperated 


againſt Minors, avoided ſaying much on the 


ſubject to his wife; the particulars, indeed, 
could not be concealed from her; but ſhe 
forbore reflecting on him, and contented 
herſelf with endeavouring to perſuade Mrs. 
Minors to ſuch a regularity and decorum in 
her behavior as might claim his reſpect and 
enſure his affection. A very ſhort time put a 
period to his violent affection for his bride; 
poſſeſſed of her fortune, his attentions gra- 
dually relaxed — he was abſent from her al- 
moſt all day, and his evenings were ſpent in 
amuſements in which ſhe had no ſhare;—at 
firſt 
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firſt ſhe was hurt and mortified, ſhed tears in 
abundance and complained of his want of at- 
tention to her; but as ſhe had now many vi- 
ſitors of both ſexes, and as he had not at- 
tempted to reſtrain her expences, but gave 
freely what money ſhe required ; ſhe ſoon 
fell into the faſhionable modes of diverting 
her chagrin and killing time; and, within a 
month after their marriage, they were as 
faſhionably careleſs to each other, and as 
much attached to ſeparate amuſements as if 
they had been united for ſeven years; ſuch 


are the natural conſequences of clandeſtin: 
marriages ! 


7 CHAP, 
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CHAP, XIX. 


WHAT, A YOUNG WOMAN SHOULD Bx. 


her brother; and her anxiety to ſec her 
niece, that ſhe might be enabled to judge if 
ſhe was likely to prove an amiable com- 
panion, was accompanied with many painful 
ſenſations: the charge ſhe was to undertake 


was a ſacred one; the care of a young lady 


of family and fortune was an arduous taſk; 
and when the ſervant announced Lord May- 


bank's 
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bank's arrival; ſhe trembled ſo exceſſively 
that ſhe could hardly ſtand. It was now 
twenty years ſince ſhe had ſeen her brother, 
and notwithſtanding there was little ſimila- 
rity of diſpoſition, and not much affection 
between them, yet when he advanced to 


embrace her, a thouſand ſoft emotions took 


place in her boſom, and in returning his 
embrace ſhe burſt into a flood of tears. His 
inflexibility ſeemed to give way, and with a 
tenderneſs of voice not common, he laid, 
preſenting his daughter; © This, my dear 
ſiſter, is my Louiſa, my only child; hence- 
forth let her become yours; I cannot place 
her in better hands.” “ From this moment, 


I conſider her as ſuch, (returned Lady Beau- 


mont, claſping her in her arms;) and my 
heart tells me, 1 ſhall not repent the adop- 
tion.” „ Neither ſhali I, dear madam, I 
am well aſſured;” ſaid the young Lady, 
gracefully kiffing her aunt's hand: after ma- 
ny reciprocal endearments, Lord Maybank 
enquired for his nephew: © I expect him 


every nioment, replied her ladyſhip, he has, 


within 


bf. 


Le 
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: within theſe few days, left my houſe as an 

| inmate; for, as a young man in the habits 
ol ſeeing much gay company, there would 
| have been an impropriety in his reſiding un- 

4 der the ſame roof with ray niece.” © I am 
much concerned, ſaid Lord Maybank, that 
we have been the cauſe of depriving you of 
| yourſon's company.” — © Indeed, replied her 
Ss ladyſhip, you have no cauſe for regret: I 
2am perſuaded the fame event would very 
i, WW foon have taken place, and that he gladly 
ir WW laid hold of this plea to live more to himſelf, 
aud be free from obſerving that attention to | 
de hours and company I could not diſpenſe fi 
t, WH vith.—Ac the time of this introduction Miſs 0 
oy Maybank was juſt turned of eighteen, her 1 
ny perſon of a middling height, rather ſlender 
p- WW thanotherwiſe, her complexion a clear brown, 
I WW which ſome people might call fair, her hair 
iy, light, her eyes blue, and very expreſſive; 
1- WW fer features, though not exactly regular, yet 1 
ſuch as ſuited the whole turn of her face, "BY 
which beamed with ſweetneſs and modeſt 
cheerfulneſs 


3 's 
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cheerfulneſs—nor was the intelligence it con- 
veyed a falſe index of her mind. 


Lady Maybank had been a very accom- 
Pliſhed woman, the little domeſtic happinels 
ſhe enjoyed with her huſband, and the ſoii- 
tary life ſhe led in her caitle, left her no 
amuſement but the education of her daugh- 
ter; and her ideas on this point were per- 
haps a little fingular; ſhe endeavoured to 
improve her tr orals, and give her the juſteſt 
ſentiments of virtue and goodneſs before ihe 
taugnit her any accoi::pliſhments—the knew 
this muſt be the ground-work for her future 
happineſs; and when her ſwe etneſs of tem- 
per, her love of truth, her humanity and 
admiration of every virtue, appeared, in a 
thouſand lixle inſtances, to be confirmed ; 
Lady Maybank then thought it neceſſary to 
cultivate her genius—with ſome difficulty 
ſhe procured, for three months, a tolerable 
dancing-maſter ; in muſic ſhe inſtructed her 
daughter herſelf, and likewiſe in the Frencn 
language, drawing, geography and hiſtory. 
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« My dear Louiſa, ſaid Lady Maybank, I 
wiſh you to dance well, but not excellently; 
the one 1s a neceſſary accompliſhment for 


every gentlewoman; the other, by produ- 


cing univerſal admiration, is too apt to make 
girls bold and confident. Extreme excel- 
lence in muſic is liable to yet ſtronger ob- 
jections ; to attain it, almoſt every other ac- 
compliſhment muſt be neglected ; and, when 
attained, it leads to an improper degree of 
intimacy with profeſſional people. Muſic 


ſoftens the mind—and if a maſter and his 


pupil are continually together, bad conſe- 
quence may enſue: nevertheleſs, I would 
have you know and love muſic ; but I would 
not have you doat upon it. There is one 
accompliſhment that may be purſued to the 


utmoſt without any danger, I mean the art 


of drawing, which often cheers the ſolitary 
hour, and, by fully engrofling the mind, 
may ſometimes prove an antidote to ſorrow. 
A knowledge of modern languages, hiſtory, 
geography and the belle-lettres, is likewiſe 
highly proper and even requiſite,” Such were 

| Lady 
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Lady Maybank's ſentiments on education: 
her daughter religiouſly followed the inſtruc. 
tions of this wiſe parent, and ſoon became 
one of the beſt informed, as well as one of 
the moſt amiable young women of the age: 
| ſhe reſpected her father, but ſhe adored her 
mother; and when bereaved by death of this 
revered inſtructreſs, companion and friend, 
ſhe had nearly ſunk under the calamity ; re- 
ligion, however, checked the exceſs of her 
orief; and time, that ſovereign balſam for 
our ſorrows, at length converted it into a ten- 
der melancholy. 


The firſt dawn of pleaſure ſhe received 
was from the idea of being taken to Eng- 
land ; her father's conduct could not obtain 
her approbation, though ſhe never preſumed 
to cenſure it: of Lady Beaumont, her mo- 
ther had always ſpoken 1n the higheſt terms; 
it was therefore with a delight ſhe could not 
concea] that ſhe prepared to accompany her 
father, although uncertain what might be her 
reception, 


A 
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A few hours after their arrival in town, 
Sir William came in to viſit his mother, and 
having expected his uncle, was not ſurpriſed 


f at being introduced to him. His lordſhip 
was evidently much ſtruck with his nephew's 
r | figure, and breathed a ſecret hope that a 
s vnion might take place between him and his 
d, | daughter ; the young lady allo thought him 


the moſt pleaſing man ſhe had ever ſeen, 
and wiſhed that his mental accompliſhments 
might be equal to his exterior recommenda- 
tion. Sir William thought Miſs Maybank 
har dſome, but her beauty was not of the 
| ſinking kind; it ſtole upon him 1mpercep- 
ubly, and ſhe muſt be known to be admired 
as ſhe deſerved. She had not the brilliancy 
of his Signora; her charms were more inſi- 
mating than captivating, and therefore made 
little impreſſion on Sir William Beaumont. 
He could not, however, with any decency, 
go away, but was conſtrained to pals, what 
| be thought, a very hum- drum evening with 
us family party, and rejoiced was he when 
at eleven o'clock Lady Beaumont propoſed 

retiring : 
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_ retiring :, He roſe with alacrity to take leave, 
and was not a little mortified to find he was 
expected to attend his uncle about town the 
next day; obliged to comply, he endeavour- 
ed to aſſume a cheerfulneſs foreign to his 


heart, and promiſed to be with them at their 


breakfaſt table. 


When he had left them, Lord Maybank 
was laviſh in his praiſe ; he ſaid, he was 
proud of his nephew, that he had the air of 
a man of faſhion. _ But how the devil 
could you contrive to make him ſo clever in 
the country ? continued he, for I apprehend 
this is the firſt time of his ſeeing London,” 
ce Indeed, anſwered Lady Beaumont, I take 
no merit to myſelf reſpecting his acquire- 
ments ; the few weeks he has been in town 
have entirely altered him, and I cannot think 
for the better; though, perhaps, the modiſn 
part of the world may judge otherwiſe.”— 
«© Doubtleſs they do; (replied he,) you and 
Lady Maybank would have men as good as 


yourſelves; but ſhe never could ſucceed in 
- her 
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her deſigns upon me; and I am glad to ſee 
my nephew has got rid of the ruſticity of a 
country education.” No reply being made 
by Lady Beaumont, they retired to their 
apartments; her lady ſhip accompanied Miſs 


Maybank, and took a moſt affectionate leave 


of her for the night. 


CHAP. XX. 


AN ARTFUL WOMAN. 


from ſuch inſipid company, flew to his 
Signora on the wings of love ; he found her, 
as ſhe faid, under the moſt painful uneaſi- 

VOlu 11, E neſs 


IR William, highly rejoiced at his eſcape 
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neſs, it being the firſt night that her dear 
Beaumont had abſented himſelf from ſupper 
during his reſidence with her: She was ter- 
rified leſt any accident had happened to 
him. He ſoon acquitted himſelf of any 
neglect, and accounted for his abſence. No 
ſooner had he mentioned his couſin than ſhe 
took the alarm. Ah, ſaid ſhe, rubbing 
her eyes with her handkerchief, I ſee what 
will become of me; this young lady is 
brought over for your wife ; my fondneſs for 
you will be quickly tireſome, and all your 
vows of love ro me forgotten,” There is 
no doubt, he ſaid, every thing a fond infatu- 
ated lover could expreſs ; he renewed all his 
promiſes to her, and ridiculed Miſs May- 
bank, whom he called a raw Scotch girl; 
and, in ſhort, by proteſtations and preſents, 
he ſucceeded in calming her grief, and re- 
conciling her to his attendance on his uncle 
for a few days to come. 


Let us now return to Colonel and Mrs. 
Minors ; he already began to find fault with 


her expences, and tho”, by the little attention 
5 he 
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he paid to her, and by his own extrava- 
gant mode of living, he encouraged her in 


_ diſſipation, yet he was by no means pleaſed 
at the avidity with which ſhe purſued it. 


Abroad they appeared the fondeſt couple in 
the world ; but, at home, mutual upbraid- 
ings and contempt took place of violent 


fondneſs, and they agreed in nothing but 


their love of pleaſure, and their deſire of ſe- 


parating. Mrs. Minors began to look back 
with regret on her paſt folly, in throwing her- 


ſelf and fortune into the power of a worthleſs 
man ; ſhe had precluded all poſlibility of 
appeal or complaint to her friends, from 
whom ſhe could expect only reproach and 
reflections ; intimates ſhe had none; thoſe 
faſhionable people with whom ſhe was in the 
habits of living, would only have ridiculed 
her uneaſineſs ; and the only perſons in the 
world from whom ſhe could have expected 
comfort or advice Miſs Thornhill and Miſs 
Raikſons, ſhe had moſt ſhamely neglected. 
Her uncle had never yet condeſcended to 
receiye her, and from her grandmother, what 
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conſolation had ſhe a right to expect? — 
Thus, unhappy, deſerted, and unable to bear 
her own reflections, ſhe fled to company as 
her only reſource. A young beautiful wo.. 
man of vivacity and ſpirit was naturally an 
object of general obſervation ; ſhe had ſoon 
a croud of gentlemen about her ; and one 
in particular, Lord Delmot, was entirely her 
ſhadow. The Colonel, too much engroſſed 
by his own pleaſures to attend to the conduct 


of his wife any otherwiſe than by reſtraining 


her expences, felt neither uneaſineſs nor diſ- 
pleaſure at this circumſtance ; and thus left 
to follow her own inclinations, without an 
object to intereſt her affections, or a friendly 
monitor to direct her ſteps, ſhe launched in- 
to every folly which faſhion and diſſipation 
could devile. 


Poor Lady Summers ſaw, with much af— 
fiction, the progreſs of levity and folly in a 
young creature, whom ſhe had looked up 
to as the ſoother of her declining years.— 
The good natured world did not fail to ex- 


aggerate 
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aggerate and blazon forth thoſe errors they 
helped to confirm; and averſe as Lord 
Summers was to interfere in their concerns, 
pride brought him one morning to his mo- 
ther's dreſſing- room, apparently much agt- 


tated and diſpleaſed. Throwing himſelf into 


a chair, I foreſaw, ſaid he, what would be 
the event of this curſed marriage. The fel- 
low is ſyuandering away every ſhilling of my 
niece's money in gaming and opera dancers, 
whilſt ſhe is flirting with every fellow in 


town, has already loſt her reputation, and 


will ſoon, I doubt not, forfeit her honor, if 
ſome ſteps are not taken to ſtop her career.” 
« Heaven forbid ! (ſaid Lady Summers ;) 
but ſurely the only way to prevent ſuch a 
dreadful event, will be for her relations to 
countenance her, and draw her into different 
connections.” © You muſt exert yourſelf 


then, madam, replied he; I neither can nor 


will interfere : Her whole conduct is the na- 
tural conſequence of a wrong education; of 
tending her in a high ſtyle to a boarding- 
ichool, where ſhe was taught to conſider 
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herſelf of great conſequence, indulged in ex- 
pences ſuperior to her compamons, and 
where ſhe learnt nothing, becauſe her teach- 
ers found 1t their intereſt to oblige her; and 
thus, a few ſuperficial accompliſhments, very 
111 underſtood, and a great ſhare of volatility 
never reſtrained, have thrown her into the 
power of a worthleſs fellow, a diſgrace to 
his corps, who married her evidently for her 
fortune, has meanly taken the advantage of 
her imprudence to cheat her, and is now, by 
his diſſipations, in the high road to ruin.“ 
ce Ttavails little to recriminate, or condemn 
what is paſt, ſaid Lady Summers; all we 
have now to do is to prevent the evil conſc- 
quences you are apprehenſive of; I will ſce 
her, and talk to her; I hope I have ſome in- 
fluence left; ſhe is good-humoured and af- 


fectionate, and, on thoſe qualities, I build 


my expectations of a reformation in her 
conduct.” Lord Summers ſhook his head, 
with an air of incredulity. © I wiſh you 
may not be deceived, madam ; but tell her 
from me, if ſhe thus goes on in a thoughtleſs 
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career of pleaſure, and renders her name in- 
famous, by Heavens, I ſhall take ſome deſ- 
perate ſteps to prevent her infamy from ex- 
tending to her relations.“ 


When her ſon quitted her, Lady Sum- 
mers wrote a note to Mrs, Minors, earneſtly 
requeſting to ſee her in Groſvenor Street the 
following morning. The evening of this 
very day, Colonel Minors, with ſome of his 


aſſociates, went to the opera for half an 


hour's lounge; there in a box (which Sir 
William Beaumont had procured for her) fat 
the Signora in all the ſplendour which 
fine cloaths and jewels could create, accom- 
panied by a lady who was her uſual atten- 
dant in public; the Colonel ſoon recogniſed 


her, and captivated by her appearance, haſti- 
ly repaired to her box, and finding himſelf 


very well received, entered into a long con- 
verſation: Artful wicked people ſoon un- 
derſtand one another; ſhe explained her ſi- 
tuation with the Baronet, and boaſted of her 
ſucceſs in having, by artful management, 
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ſecured an annuity of fix hundred pounds a- 
year for life, beſides her jewels, furniture, 
&c. She warmly congratuiated Minors on 
his marriage, enquiring after his pretty run- 
a-way lady. He made no ſcruple of confide- 
ing his paſt and future projects to her, com- 
plained of the immenſe ſums he had loſt and 
ipent, and hinted a great inclination to quit 
his wife and England both together. The 
Signora having no deſign in her head to exe- 
cute, nor any preſent intrigue on her hands, 
(Sir William being ſo much engaged, that 
ſhe never ſaw him till midnight) began to 
pay great attention to the Colonel; and hav- 
ing invited him to dine with her the follow- 
ing day, they ſeparated with a mutual good 
underſtanding between them; the intercourſe 
was kept up, and a plan formed, which was 
executed in a ſhort time afterwards. 


AN 


Vas 


AN 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 8 


AN EVENT NEITHER SURPRISING NOR 


UNNATURAL, 


ORD Maybank having gratified his 

curioſity by viſiting the public places, 
which, after twenty years reſidence in the 
country, were all new to him, prepared to 
return to his caſtle and favorite dulcinia ; 
Sir William propoſed to accompany him 
the firſt day's journey, and having acquaint- 
ed his faithful Signora he ſhould be abſent 
from her one night, had ſome difficulty to 


dry her tears, and enable her to bear the 


dreadful idea of ſuch a long abſence as two 


days! Miſs Maybank, whoſe truly affection- 
ate heart felt hurt at this firſt ſeparation from 
her father, notwithſtanding ſhe knew but 


too well the diſgraceful connection he meant 
to perſevere in, parted from him with a flood 


Cs. of | 


a F* 2 
8 r 3 
PP Op ISI 


S r "I 
3 ——_— - . N 
— roll Lans . — es 


82 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


of tears. He made her a handſome preſent 
for immediate expences, and ſettled her al- 


lowance at four hundred pounds a year :— 


He then took an affectionate leave of his 
ſiſter, who ſighed to think, that in all proba- 
bility ſne ſhould ſee him no more; and ſet 
off in good health and ſpirits for his return 
to Scotland. 


Lady Beaumont, to divert the grief of 
her niece, ordered the carriage, and drove 
into the city, for the purpoſe of introducing 
her to Miſs Thornhill ; this. young lady 
was at home, and received them with that 
grace and reſpectful attention which at once 


delighted and engaged the eſteem of Mis 


Maybank. 


Mr. Thornhill being informed of the 
ladies” viſit, ſoon made his appearance, and 
after ſome chat on indifferent ſubjects, told 
Lady Beaumont, ſmiling, ſhe would ſoon 


be enabled to congratulate him on a double 


marriage in his family. * I rejoice to hear 
=: 15 


(OE) 


proj, =: — Wwd — — -©A — 


nn} A — OO 


JN 


le 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 83 


it, anſwered ſhe, for I am ſure the parties 
muſt be worthy ; have I the liberty to en- 
quire who they are ? By the conſcious looks 
of my ſweet friend here, I preſume ſhe is 
one.” She is, indeed, replied Mr. Thorn- 
hill, My fiſter, in the courſe of next week, 
if the lawyers do their duty, gives her hand 
to Mr. Hargrave, a gentleman whole large 
fortune and agreeable perſon are his leaſt re- 
commendarions ; and my near relation, Sir 
James Godfrey, 1s at the ſame time to be 
united to the amiable Miſs Raikſon, whom 
your ladyſhip ſaw on your laſt viſit here, — 
If goodnels of heart, and purity of ſentiments, 
with excellent underſtandings and agreeable 
perſons, can enſure happineſs, I think my 
friends have more than a chance for en. 
joying it,” © And I do aſſure you, ſaid 
Lady Beaumont, no one of your friends is 
more warmly intereſted in ſuch an event than 
myſelf.” - She took Miſs Thornhill's hand, 
who appeared a little confuſed at her bro- 


ther's unexpected communication, ©« Look. 


up, my dear young lady; nor feel abaſhed 
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at beſtowing your heart and hand on a wor- 
thy man; receive the congratulation of your 
friends with that confidence a laudable choice 
muſt inſpire; and may you taſte that real 
felicity which attends a connexion formed on 
the baſis of virtue and goodneſs.” Miſs 
Thornhill modeſtly expreſſed her thanks, and 
hopes of being admitted among the number 


of Miſs Maybank's friends ; a compliment 


that young lady received with much plea- 
ture. 


The following evening Sir William re- 
turned; and after acquainting the ladies he 


had left his uncle in perfect health, com- 
plained of fatigue and retired to his houſe, 
impatient to ſee his charming Signora; hav- 
ing knocked pretty ſmartly twice, the door 
was opened by a woman who had been 
houſe-maid from the time the houſe was 
firſt taken. Where is your miſtreſs?” 
demanded he impatiently, as he went through 
the hall “ Lord, fir, I don't know—] 
thought ſhe was with you—ſhe went out of 

town 
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town yeſterday ' evening” —<© Out of town! 
replied he, ſtarting back; where? — With 
whom? — “ Why, fir, with the Colonel and 
Mrs. Henley.“ —*< Colonel !—what Colo- 
nel?“ “ Colonel Minors, ſir; — Mrs. Hen- 


ley told me they were going to meet you 


and ſhould return to night.” Aſtoniſhment 
ſeiſed all his faculties; and for a time ſuſ- 


pended the power of enquiry ; when a little 


recovered he aſked a hundred queſtions, and 
at laſt gathered, that the Colonel uſed to 
come to the houſe every day, that Mrs. 
Henley had carried ſeveral trunks away, and 
that the preceding afternoon the Colonel 


came in and aſked the Signora, before her 


ſervants, if ſhe ſhould like a ride, to meet 
Sir William? being anſwered in the affirma- 
tive, he and the lady went in one poſt-chaiſe, 
and Mrs. Henley and her maid in another, 


taking with them a great many bundles. 


The Signora told her own coachman and 
footman they would not be wanted for two 
days, ſo, of courſe, they were both gone 
out, The ſervant might have talked on for 
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every thing ordered into the houſe, and ſhe 


to convey any idea of his ſurpriſe and mad- 


- poſſeſſed of fo large a fortune, and whom 


hours; Sir William ſat like one transfixed 85 


in the chair he had thrown himſelf into; bur, me 
when ſhe ceaſed ſpeaking, he ſtarted up, and _ 
flying to the dreſſing-room found every * 
trunk gone, the drawers open and empty, | * 
and the cabinet in which his Signora depoſit- nel 
ed her jewels and money, completely rifled: 1205 
He next proceeded to the dining-parlour can 
and opening the plate cloſet beheld empty hot 


ſhelves; he had given her money to pay for ” 
to 


an! 
ſaw 
for 

exce 
neit 
van 
man 
a d. 
Bea 
little 
dow 
not, 


had taken care to have all the plate and lin- 
en marked with her name, therefore he had 
no redreſs, even ſuppoſing he could find her: 


neſs would be a vain attempt that the wo- 
man who apparently doated on him, Who 
had ſhed a torrent of tears at parting with 
him for one night, ſhould have thus baſely 
deceived and robbed him, appeared incredi- 
ble; but that the Colonel, ſo lately married, 


ſhe had expreſſed a very great diſlike to, 


that he ſhould be an accomplice was the 
moſt 
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moſt aſtoniſhing of all things, —In ſhort, the 
more he reflected the greater was his rage 
and embarraſſment; and when the men-ſer- 
vants returned home, they found him walk- 
ing up and down the houſe like a madman; 
neither was 1t without difficulty that they 
could get him to bed: when his own man 


came into his dreſſing- room at the uſual 


hour in the morning, he heard an odd noiſe, 


and knocking at his door, aſked if he choſe 


to be dreſſed, or have his coffee in bed ?—no 
anſwer being made, he opened the door, and 
jaw his maſter fitting up in his bed, panting 
for breath and apparently very ill: the man, 
exceſſively frightened, ipoke to him, but he 
neither anſwered nor looked at him: the ſer- 
vant rang the beil with violence, and the 
maids running up, he ordered one to fly for 
a doctor, and another to acquaint Lady 
Beaumont of her ſon's ſudden illneſs. A 
little capalaire and water was now forced 


down Sir William's throat, but ſtill he ſpoke 
not, nor appeared to know any body. . 
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A phyſician and a ſurgeon ſoon arrived, 
and, having been let blood, he recovered 
breath and looked from one object to ano- 
ther, but without any ſeeming recollection. 
Lady Beaumont now came, and on ſeeing 
her ſon in a ſituation ſo deplorable, ſhe burſt 


into tears, and taking his burning hand, ex- 
claimed; © My dear William do you not 


know me ? ſpeak, for heaven's ſake! “ Af. 


ter gazing attentively at her, he preſſed her 


hand, and attempted to move his lips, but 
could not utter a word. Doctor W. requeſt- 


ed her ladyſhip to be compoſed ; he told 


her, from Sir William's ſituation, and the 
intelligence he had gained from the ſervants, 


his diſorder appeared to him owing to ſome 


violent agitation of mind, which would, he 
hoped, ſubſide in a few hours, with quiet 
and proper medicines; and he would pay 
another viſit in the evening. A perfect 
ſtranger to any caufe which could have oc- 
caſioned a diſorder ſo ſudden and violent, 
Lady Beaumont was dying with curioſity; 
and as her ſon appeared to doſe a little, 

ſhe 
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ſhe left his bedſide for a moment, telling his 
ſervant to call her if neceſſary, and going 
into the drawing- room ordered the houſe- 
keeper to be called madam, anſwered the 
maid, the houſe-keeper was Mrs. Henley, 
and ſhe is gone with my miſtreſs.” * Mif- 
treſs 1 repeated her ladyſhip; what miſtreſs? 
whom do you mean?” the ſervant then, 
with all the conſequence of one truſted with 
an important ſecret, acquainted her lady- 
ſhip of every particular already related - ne- 
ver was aſtoniſhment equal to Lady Beau- 
mont's — entirely a ſtranger to the connection, 
ſhe had never entertained any idea of Sir 
William's having a miſtreſs in the houſe with 
him, much leſs could ſhe have believed it 
poſſible that Colonel Minors, ſo lately mar- 
ried to a beautiful young lady, could deſert 
her for an abandoned woman.—Alas, ſhe 
knew but little of the depravity of mankind, 
and of the frequent inſtances where the ami- 
able virtuous wife is, for a time at leaſt, ſa- 
crificed to the moſt worthleſs and unprinci- 
pled of her ſex!—But in the caſe of Colonel 
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Minors the injury was aggravated by the 
blackeſt ingratitude, becauſe the unſuſpect- 
ing thoughtleſs Mrs. Minors, by his perſua- 
ſions, had thrown herſelf and her fortune 
wholly in his power, and ſubmitted her hap- 
pineſs and future proviſion to his generoſity, 
— The ſervant likewiſe informed Lady Beau- 


of. 


Shocked as ſhe was at this intelligence, ſhe 
could eaſily conceive the natural impetuoſity 
of her ſon's diſpoſition, was inflamed by ſuch 
horrid perfidy and deceit ; but as moſt vio- 
lent paſſions ſoon ſubſide, ſhe flattered her- 
ſelf a few hours reſt might compoſe and re- 
ſtore him, and if ſo, ſhe could ſcarcely feel 
any concern for an event which had treed 
him from ſuch a diſgraceful connection, 
Poor lady! ſhe knew not how far the evil 


had extended, nor by what ſwift gradations 


a man drawn into error plunges into a whit! 
pool of vice and miſery ! She returned to his 


room—he was ſtill aſleep, and though he 
| | had 
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had frequent ſtartings, yet he breathed more 
freely, and his fever ſeemed to abate; in 
about two hours he awaked perfectly in his 
ſenſes; opening his eyes he beheld his mo- 


W thcr hanging over him with tender anxiety; 


n, madam, are you here?” he faintly 
cried “ yes, my dear William, and rejoiced 
to find you better.“ The cauſe of my 


neſs I bluſh to acknowledge,” “ Say _ 


more, my dear ſon ; I know all, and I truſt 
the ingratitude and deceit you have met with 
will guard you againſt future errors and im- 
politions,””—<© It muſt, it ſhall! he eagerly 
exclaumed. May I but live to meet that vil- 
hin!“ -“ And to what purpoſe ſhould you 
wiſh to meet him? ſaid Lady Beaumont. 
Would you ſtake a life ſo valuable to your 
mother, and which, I hope, may hereaiter 
be uſeful to your fellow creatures, would 


you riſque ſuch a life for an unprofitable re- 


venge on an abandoned unprincipled vil- 
lain? Think better my ſon, and let his 
crimes be his puniſhment.—Poor wretch ! 


hen the fruits of his villainy are waſted 
2 | 
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away, when old age precludes his preſent 


enjoyments, where will be his recourſe from 
ſhame and bitter ſelf-reproach !—Oh my 


dear William you cannot wiſh a ſeverer re. | 


venge than a long life to an abandoned vil. 
lain like him.“ “ What! cried he eagerly 
ſhall I fit tamely by, and let him enjoy the 
fruits of his treachery ?”—<© And are you, 
my ſon, free from blame? replied Lady 
Beaumgnt. Could he have been guilty of 
this treachery had not your follies (to call 
them nothing worſe) given him the opportu- 


\ nity? a man ſhould be free from errors him- 


ſelf before he preſumes to cenſure the crimes 


of others, much leſs take upon him to chaſ- 


tiſe them. But no more on this ſubject.— 
thank God, you are much better, and wil 
ſoon, I truſt, be reſtored to health, and 


what is ſtill more deſirable, to a ſenſe of 


your paſt errors. 


Sir William was filent, and abſorbed in 
reflection; his mind was ſtill much agitated, 


though not with that violence which had oc- | 
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cafioned a temporary ſuſpenſion of all his fa- 
culties: his fever abated, and when doctor 


W. repeated his vifit, he found him ſo much 
amended as to be entirely out of danger; in- 
deed, reſt and compoſure alone, ſeemed 


wanting to re-eſtabliſh his health. 


When Lady Beaumont's fears for her ſon 
began to abate, ſhe reflected with much com- 
paſſion on the ſituation of Mrs. Minors; and, 
the following morning, when from a good 
night's reſt he appeared very much amended, 
ſne ordered her carriage and drove to Lady 
Summers's, - She found her at home, with» 
out any particular appearance of concern, 
and felt a reluctance to communicate unplea- 
ſant intelligence; after ſome indifferent chat, 
ſhe enquired after Mrs. Minors ; © I believe 
ſhe is well, returned her ladyſhip, ſighing; 
| have not ſeen her theſe two days, and in- 
tended calling in Grafton-ſtreet to day; 
though I am not a welcome viſitor: that un- 
generous man, her huſband, being in poſ- 
fſion of her fortune, neglects her perſon 


and 
4 
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and is careleſs of her conduct; ſhe is young, 
- thoughtleſs and generally admired, and | 
tremble for the conſequences, 


Lady Beaumont, after a few obſervations | 


applicable to her ſubject, at laſt opened the 
buſineſs of her viſit; and ſuppoſing Mrs, 
Minors, from a ſenſe of her miſconduct, in- 
capable of applying to her friends under her 
preſent diſtreſs, propoſed to Lady Summers 
to go with her and call upon her. Lady 
Summers accepted the offer, and, as Lady 
Beaumont's carriage waited, they got into it 
and drove to Mrs. Minors's. The ſervant, 
When he opened the door, appeared rather 
embarraſſed, and confeſſed, his lady had de- 
fired to be denied to all vilitors; however, 
Lady Summers ſaid, ſhe knew the order 
could not extend to her, in conſequence of 
which they got out, and, ſending for Mrs, 
Minors's woman, learned from her, that her 
lady had been very much afflicted by the 
Colonel's abſence and a letter he had {ent 
her; and that Lord Delmot had called three 
times 
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95 
Ing, times but had not heen admitted. Pleaſed 
d ] with this information, the old ladies ſent up 
their names:—after ſome little time the maid 
returned, and uſhered them up ſtairs—they 
ions MW found Mrs. Minors in her dreſſing- room, 
the ber eyes red with weeping, and her dreſs 
Mrs. WM totally neglected :—ſhe roſe at their entrance, 
in- and, burſting into tears, took her grand- 
her mother's hand and kiſſing it, exclaimed; 
mer; MW © Ah, madam, your poor girl is ſufficiently 
Lady puniſhed for her diſobedience and folly !”— 
Lady then, turning to Lady Beaumont, © you are 
to it very good, madam, (continued ſhe,) to ſup- 
vant, port my dear parent under the affliction 
ather Wl which my imprudence has brought upon 
d de- ber.“ © From this hour, my dear Charlotte, 
ever, Wl (aid Lady Summers, embracing her,) your 
order crrors are forgotten :-=you have ſtill a friend 
ce of Ml vho will never deſert you.” This kindneſs, 
Mrs. WW  unlooked for, deeply affected Mrs. Mi- 
at her I nors, who, though gay and diſſipated, did 
y the not want ſenſibility: after being a little re- 
{ ſent WM covered, ſhe faid, © I ſee you are both ac- 
| three quainted with the cruel treatment I have 
times 


Met 
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met with: here is the letter I received the * 


—Stanley's protection ſhe-returmed to-Sir Wi ha 
night before laſt, on my return from a rout me 
in high ſpirits and fooliſh exultation at my of 
own conſequence. Lady Summers took the nel 
letter and read it aloud. tho 
Pre 

Co 

FROM COLONEL MINORS TO MRS. MINORS, jen! 

| lian 

| and 

« Before this letter reaches you, I ſhall 5 

be far on my way to Italy, accompanied by oh 

a lady who has done me the honor to be my If 
companion and friend, My own property! * 
have ſecured for my uſe abroad, where pro- 5 
bably I ſhall ſtay ſome years—your ten thou- bab; 
fand pounds is incompetent to maintain you pc 


in the ſtyle you now live in: but perhaps your WW _ 
relations may receive you again, I wih who 
you health and happineſs ; and ſhall always Colo 
remember, that to your kindneſs I am in- his 


debted for my preſent felicity, | vas 


JOHN MINORS» 


RS. 
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« Judge, ſaid Mrs. Minors, what I muſt 


have felt on peruſing that letter: a ſingle 
moment was ſufficient to make me ſenſible 


of my folly and imprudence. When Colo- 
nel Minors was firſt introduced to me I 
thought but little of him; I will confeſs, I 
preferred Sir William Beaumont; yet, the 
Colonel's attentions flattered my vanity ; in- 
ſenſibly I began to like him, and as Sir Wil- 


liam Beaumont made no particular addreſſes, 


and Minors aſſured me, had other engage- 


ments, I grew careleſs to him and more at- 


tached to his companion; my grand-mother, 
| ſaw, was not much pleaſed with his viſits, 
and my uncle openly expreſſed his diſlike to 
him; I found, therefore, there was no pro- 


bability of their conſent; and from a fooliſh 
oppoſition to the ſentiments of my friends, 


and a violent diſlike to another gentleman 
who was propoſed to me, I admitted the 


Colonel's addreſſes, and he gained my whole 


heart; to my ſhame I own, little perſuaſion 
was neceſſary to induce me to go off with 
him; nor, when married and returned to 
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town, did I feel much regret at the loſs of 
my uncle's affection: the circumſtance of 
the ſettlement gave me at firſt ſome little 
pain, but the Colonel told me his apparcnt 
intereſted views were only to vex my uncle, 
and that he had given his lawyer orders to 
draw a deed of gift in my favor for twenty 
| thouſand pounds more ;—this, I beiicycd, 
and troubled myſelf no further on the ſub- 
ject: but he ſoon began to cool in his atten- 
tions to me, and was never at home; at fir 
I fretted a good deal, but I had nobody to 
complain to, nor any redreſs to expect if ! 
had complained ; I was obliged, therefore, 
to fly to company as a remedy againſt vexa- 
tion, The admiration real, or pretended, 
which I met with, enabled me to bear his 
Nights with indiffcrence; and whilſt I was 
entertained flattered and praiſed by others! 
grew careleſs as to the nature of his engage- 
ments: but this letter has opened my eyes; 
to be entirely deſerted for another woman, 
to be deprived of all my fortune and reduced 
from opulence to a very trifling comparative 
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ſum, to be obliged to give up my acquain- 


of tance and become the talk of the town ; ſuch | 
tle circumſtances were enough to awaken reflec- 1 
ent tion !—two nights and a whole day without | 
le, reſt or comfort, have ſhown me all my follies 1 
to in their true light; and although I have j 
nty been imprudent and am become poor, yer, | 
cd, if my dear grand-mother will condeſcend to 
ub- receive me and ſhield me from the anger 0 
ten- and reproaches of my uncle, I will endea- N 
firſt vour to attone for my paſt errors as much 7 
y to as poſſible by the regularity of my conduct F 
14 in future.“ © Yes, my dear child, ſaid the A 
fore, old lady, embracing and weeping over her, 
exa- yes, into my houſe, into my arms you ſhall | 
ded, be received; and may your ”preſent puniſh- 1 
r his ment be all you will ever experience for your 

was indiſcretion l but you are not the only ſuf- 

ders | ferer—poor Sir William Beaumont has been 

gage- cruelly uſed,” 

eyes; | 4 
oman, The whole affair was then related to her 9 


duced and the felt indignation and contempt for the N 
rative unworthy man for whoſe ſake ſhe had deſert- 
ſum, F 2 ed 5 
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ed her friends and violated delicacy and de- 
corum, an error ſhe declared ſhe ſhould ne. 
ver ceaſe to deplore. It was then determined 
to diſpoſe of the furniture and diſcharge the 
ſervants as ſoon as poſlible; and that Mrs, 
Minors ſhould accompany Lady Summers 
to her country-ſeat for a few months, till 
the whole matter was forgotten, and till ſhe 
could be reconciled to appear in public, a 
thing ſhe now dreaded beyond all others— 
her ladyſhip faid ſhe would have every thing 
in the houſe valued, and when ſold the money 
depoſited in a banker's hands to prevent any 
altercation with Minors hereafter, or any 


claim upon his wife, Lady Beaumont hav- 


ing ſtayed ſome time took leave of Mrs, 
Minors in an affectionate manner, and leav- 
ing Lady Summers with her, returned to her 
ſon, lamenting that a young and amiable 
woman who might have made a worthy man 
happy, ſhould, by one imprudent ſtep, have 
involved herſelf in ſorrow and unavailing re- 
gret, and he loſt to ſociety in the character 


of a reſpectable wife and mother. 
3 On 
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On her return to her ſon's, ſhe found him 
up and much better; and feeling for her 
niece, who had been ſo many hours, indeed 
a day and a night alone; ſhe haſtened to her 
own houſe, where ſhe was quite rejoiced to 
find Lady Stanley fitting at work with Miſs 
Maybank : as ſhe had repeatedly ſent word 
to her niece reſpecting the progreſs of her 


ſon's diſorder, both ladies aroſe and warmly 


congratulated her on Sir William's conva- 
leſcence. How infinitely am J obliged to 
you, my dear Lady Stanley, (ſaid Lady 
Beaumont,) for giving up your time to my 
niece! I little hoped to have found her fo 
happily ſituated,” © The obligation, (anſ- 
wered Lady Stanley,) is on my fide: I cal- 
led here yeſterday morning, and was much 
alarmed at hearing you had been ſent for on 


ſo diſagreeable an occaſion; I would have 


perſuaded Miſs Maybank to accompany me 
home, but as ſhe declined doing me that 
favor from the uncertainty of your ſituation, 


did not chuſe to leave her alone, and hav- 


ing ſpent beſt part of the day with her and 
3 heard 
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heard Sir William's diforder had taken a fg. 
vorable turn, I returned home to ſleep, bu: 


hurried away this morning to your charming 
niece; and I congratulate you, my dear 
Lady Beaumont, on poſſeſſing ſuch a trea- 
ſure,” — Her ladyſhip replied in the politeſt 
manner to the compliment, and then natu. 
rally fell into a detail of all that had happen— 


ed, © Except the cataſtrophe, (ſaid Lady 
Stanley,) I am no flranger to the whole at- 
fair; but 'tis ſuch an unpleaſant office to 


communicate diſagreeable intelligence that 
neither Sir Edward nor myſelf choſe to men- 


tion what was very generally talked of: but, 
added ſhe, I fear Sir William will be a very 


great ſufferer in his fortune,” * Not any 
thing very conſiderable, (replied Lady Beau- 
mont;) a few hundreds I ſuppoſe by the 
plate and linen that Signora has taken with 


her.” Lady Stanley ſaid no more, although | 


ſhe had been much better informed; but re- 
queſted her ladyſhip's permiſſion for Miſs 
Maybank to ſpend a few days with her dur- 
ing her attendance on her ſon; which deſire 
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was readily complied with and her ladyſhip 


promiſcd to dine with them the following 


day if Sir William's ſituation permitted her 
abſence. 


Having ſeen her niece ſafe under Lady 
Stanley's protection ſhe returned to Sir Wil- 
liam and found him very conſiderably amend- 
ed in health, but extremely low in ſpirits. 
The truth was, that being confined to his 
room alone, and weak in body, he had re- 
flected on the ſtate of his affairs, and the 
ſtrange infatuation of his mind for ſome 
weeks paſt; he found when all his debts 
were paid his eſtate would be little more 
than one thouſand a year out of fve; and all 
his ready money was gone:—he knew that 
his mother could not long remain a ſtranger 


to his exceſſes, and was ſenſible how much 


the knowledge would coſt her: he execrated 
tie Colonel and curſed the Signora; but 
that availed nothing. After many different 
plans deſigned and as often laid aſide, he de- 
termined to fend for Mr, 'Thornkill the 
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next day, to open his whole heart to him 
and entreat his advice in what manner to 
act.— Happy had it been for him had he al- 
ways determined ſo wiſely | Lady Beaumont 


rejoiced to find him fo well recovered, en- 


deavoured to amuſe him and raiſe his ſpirits; 
whilſt ſhe was ſo employed, a ſervant enter- 
ed and delivered a letter which he had no 
ſooner read than a violent exclamation ex- 
cited Lady Beaumont's curioſity: © Does it 
come from either of your quondam friends?” 


demanded ſhe. © O, madam, (replied Sir 


William,) how ſhall I confeſs my folly, my 
imprudence! when I took this houſe for the 
abandoned woman who has deſerted me, the 
leaſe was fifteen hundred pounds; the writ- 


ings were drawn and mutually ſigned, and! 


gave her the money to carry the following 
day and receive the counter part of the leale; 


ſhe told me ſhe had done ſo, and I believed 
it; this letter comes from the attorney, de- 


firing me to appoint a day when he may wait 
upon me with the leaſe and receive the mo- 


ney.— What a horrid deceitful woman, and 
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what an egregious dupe I have been!“ — 
« Tis really a painful affair, (ſaid Lady 
Beaumont, ) and J heartily wiſh this may be 
the only deception. You had beſt let your 
ſervant make proper enquiries among the 
trades-people.” Much vexed and mortified, 
he acceded to the propoſal, and the ſervant 
was accordingly ſent round: on his return 


he brought word there were bills due at every 


houſe, and the amount would be ſent in the 


following day—in fine the next day brought 


in bills for upwards of two thouſand pounds, 
beſides jewellers' and ſilverſmiths' bills for 
near four thouſand' more; all which debts he 
had given the lady money to diſcharge ; but 
as he went with her to order moſt of the 
things, and could produce no receipts, he 
was ſenſible he had no redreſs ;—however un- 


happy all this made Lady Beaumont, ſhe 


forbore reproaches, becauſe ſhe ſaw her ſon 
deeply afflicted. © As you have about ſeven 


thouſand pounds in the hands of Mr. Thorn- 


hill, (faid ſhe,) you had better draw on him 
in order to ſettle theſe demands, than. ſell 
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out of the bank,” This laſt obſervation 
made him tremble; but recovering himſelf, 
ce J will ſend and requeſt the favor of Mr. 
Thornhill's company, he replied; and con- 
ſult him on the ſtate of my affairs. Do 
ſo, (ſaid her ladyſhip;) and if I may be per- 
mitted to adviſe, deſpoſe of this houſe, and 
either return to me or take a handſome ſet of 
apartments without encumbering yourſelf 
with houſe-keeping 'till you are married. 
Bachelors are always liable to great impoſi- 
tions from every body.“ 


The following day Sir William found 
very little remains of his illneſs, except 2 
languor, which aroſe from inquietude of 


mind; he ſtill perſevered in his reſolution of 


mentioning the ſtate of his affairs to Mr. 
"Thornhill, without the leaſt reſerve, and 
when that gentleman called on him agree- 
able to his requeſt, the whole was laid before 
him. Mr. Thornhill could ſcarcely believe 
that ſuch immenſe ſums ſhould have been 
diſſipated in ſo ſhort a period of time, but 
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entering into the buſineſs with a friendly zeal; 
he propoſed to Sir William to diſcharge all 
his debts with the trades-people immediately, 
and added that he would advance money to 
clear the eſtate and pay off the ſums for 
which the annuities were granted; that he 
would take all the remaining debts on him- 
ſelf, receiving only common intereſt for the 
money he advanced, which would be near 
a thouſand a year in the Baronet's pocket, 
ſuch exorbitant intereſt had he agreed to pay, 
and if Sir William would appropriate that 


ſaving to paying off the moiigage, a few 


years would clear the eftate.—Theſe very 
friendly propoſals were accepted with joy.--- 
Not only the thouſand a year you will fave 
for me, (replied Sir William, but ſix hun- 
dred pounds more ſhall be employed in diſ- 
charging my debts—I will live on the re- 
maining four hundred pounds. — Perhaps I 
may go abroad in ſearch of Lord Stormer: 
our ſituations are ſimilar, and I am convinced 


he has found the neceſſity of reformation as” 


well as myſclf; we both owe our ruin to the 
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ſame cauſe,” «Your reſolution is certainly 
very commendable, ſaid Mr. Thornhill, 
but I ſee no neceſſity for your quitting Eng- 
land, you may reſide as uſual with Lady 
Beaumont,) four hundred pounds a year will 
keep your ſervant and horſes, and anſwer 
common expences.” © No, (replied the 
Baronet, I never can ſubmit to that: I will 


certainly go abroad and travel frugally. 1 


know my plan will give ſome pain to my 
mother, and muſt truſt to your friendly en- 
deavours for reconciling her to it.” 


Matters being thus ſettled, Mr. Thorn. 
hill undertook the diſagreeable office of giv- 
ing Lady Beaumont all particulars: *tis need- 
leſs to mention her grief and vexation at ſo 
alarming a detail, ſo little expected; but ſhe 
agreed to her ſon's propoſal of going to the 
Continent without much reluctance, the fact 
was, ſhe thought travelling would improve 
his underſtanding and fortify his mind; new 
objects and new ſituations might give a 
ſteadineſs to his diſpoſition, and her only ob- 
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jection was his want of a proper companion, 


ſo neceſſary for one unacquainted with foreign 
manners and cuſtoms; and this obſtacle Mr. 
Thornhill hoped, he ſaid, to remove, as he 
knew a young man of the name of Thomp- 


ſon, very worthy, and about Sir William's 


age, who had been intended for the phyſical 
line, had ſtudied ſome time at Glaſgow, and 
then travelled through France, Italy and 
Germany, with a gentleman of faſhion, who 


was an invalid the death of Mr. Thomp- 


ſon's father, who enjoyed a lucrative poſt, but 


faved very little from his income, prevented 


his fon from proſecuting his ſtudies, and he 
was now anxious to accompany ſome gentle- 
man abroad, — Well then, my dear Mr. 
Thornhill, (replied Lady Beaumont, ) let 
vs, if poſſible, engage him as a companion 
tor William. I intend adding four hundred 
pounds a year to my ſon's income; and I 
would willingly allow Mr. Thompſon two 
hundred. Mr. Thornhill doubted not, he 
laid, but the offer would be accepted, and 


told 
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told Lady Beaumont he would introduce Mr, 


Thompſon the next day. 


W hen Sir William met his mother it was 


with conſcious ſhame and evident confuſion 


* ſhe ſaw and pitied him; and without the leaſt 


obſervation on the communication made to 
her of his affairs, addreſſed him with much 
complacency. © I approve, my dear Wil- 
liam, of your intended tour to the Conti- 
nent; our good friend has promiſed to pro- 
cure you an eligible companion, and it ſhall 
be my care to ſupply you with the means of 
making a genteel figure, if you cannot make 
a ſuperb one.“ Your goodneſs, madam, 
rephed he, affects me more ſenſibly than 
your reproaches would have done; becauſe 
it is unmerited: but, henceforth, I hope 
you will have no cauſe to bluſh for your fon 
—as to pecuniary favors, you muſt permit 
me to decline them; you ſhall not deprive 


yourſeli of any thing on my account; I will 


live within my income.” © That is a point 
I will not permit you to diſpute with me; 
5 (anſwered 
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(anſwered ſhe) I can do what I intend with- 
out the ſmalleſt inconvenience, having al- 


ways ſaved from the handſome jointure your 


dear father left me; therefore no more words 
on that ſubject.” She then propoſed an air- 
ing to him, adding, ſhe wouid call on Lady 
Stanley and ſee her niece, whom ſhe meant 
to take home with her.—-< J have deſerved 
mortification, ſaid Sir William, faintly, ſmil- 


ing, and muſt be content to-endure it.“ — 
«Tis the conſtant fruit of folly ; replied ſhe, 


in the ſame tone, but haſten to dreſs.” They 


were received by Sir Edward and Lady Stan- 
ley in ſo friendly a manner that Sir William 


recovered his ſpirits, and no diſagreeable re- 


troſpect being made, he mentioned his in- 
tended tour, © for the purpoſe of gaining 
knowledge, (ſaid he gaily,) and forgetiing 
all I already know.” — His good friends ap- 
proved his deſign. © propos, (ſaid Sir Ed- 
ward) I have received a letter from Lord 
Stormer, who appears to be in the high road 
to reformation; he mentions you in a very 
friendly manner, and foreſaw this tour of 

your's, 
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your's, which the kindneſs of your joint friend; 
projected for both of you; and therefore, if 
you meet, you may conſole each other ; but 
to be ſerious, added he, I entertain very 
promiſing hopes of Lord Stormer, and if you 
ſhould take Bruſſels in your way, I think you 
will find in him a deſirable companion.“ 
e J ſhall be happy to profit by his acquain- 


tance; (replied Sir William,) fome trouble 


was taken to give us an ill impreſſion of each 
other, but I hope bitter experience dearly 
bought has made us both wiſer.” 


CHAP. 


THE 
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CHAP, XXI, 


THE FATAL CONSEQUENCES OF AN INDUL=- 
GENCE OF THE PASSIONS, 


ADY Beaumont, after taking leave of 
/ her friends with grateful thanks for 
their attention to Miſs Maybank, returned 
with her ſon and niece to her own houle, 
where ſhe met a ſhock equally ſevere with 


any ſhe had lately gone through, a letter was 


delivered to her which ſhe knew to be the 
hand writing of Mrs. Wilkins, breaking the 
ſeal haſtily ſhe read the following contents. 


« Dear 
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« Dear and ever honoured madam, 
It is with much reluctance J am compel. 


led to give pain to a heart like your's, but! 


think I dare not conceal my own fears any 
longer. The dear young lady you Kindly 
ſent us as a companion has been long in a 
very languiſhing way, indeed ſhe has never 
been quite well; but, within this laſt month 
ſhe is entirely altered; ſhe is reduced to a 
ſhadow, has a conſtant flow fever, very lit- 
tle reſt and no appetite—laſt week, after 
many objections on her part, I ſpoke to our 
apothecary to viſit her, he aſſures us ſhe is 
in a rapid decline; ſhe takes ſome medicines, 
but ſays her diforder is beyond the doctor's 
ſkill; ſhe begged me not to mention her 
ſituation to you, as in her letters to your 
ladyſhip ſhe always repreſented herſelf as 
well; but my conſcience would not permit 


me to be longer filent—I grieve for her as 


if ſhe was my own child, for ſhe 1s the belt 
and ſweeteſt young Jady I ever knew. W hat- 


ever your commands are in this caſe, ſhall 


be obeyed by your ladyſhip's 
ever obliged and faithful ſervant, 
Mary Wilkins.” 
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Lady Beaumont read this letter with evi- 
dent diſtreſs; and, when ſhe had finiſhed it, 


ho : - — * Y 5 3 
27 — — —_— — — 2 n — 
— — ä — —— 1 1 —— ee 2 BY 2 
gee EL Sons eto Hoon Eee DOESNT E - 
% 2 . £ 9 n < . 3 rn 2 2 
- * + N 3 72 es td 8 4 2 
; — 2 : 


| tears involuntarily burſt from her eyes. Sir 
ö William, much alarmed, aſked if he might 4 
be permitted to look over the letter? “ Yes, 4 
a (aid her ladyſhip,) but it will wring your | 1 
, heart as it does mine.” — He was indecd, diſ- 330 
treſſed, and riling haſtily from his chair he 4 
g retired to another room: Lady Beaumont 1 
; obſerving Miſs Maybank was extremely un- 1 
ealy, told her, that a young friend of theirs 1 
y under ſome particular diſtreſſes, whoſe nok ! 
$ ther was abroad, was extremely ill without 1 
5 any friend near her, and that ſhe felt much | 4 
$ perplexed how to act :—She was interrup- 4 | 
r ted by the return of her ſon: © I will go 1 
r down to Exeter, ſaid he abruptly ; I will ſee 1 
8 her once more be the conſequence what it A 
it may.” —* Good Heaven, (replied his mo- 9 
18 ther,) you are not in earneſt ſure ?” Never | 3/8 
it = more fo: I would not quit England without 1 
- ſceing her for worlds. —Oh, that villain, 1 
11 Minors, what has he not to anſwer for!” 9 
— Miſs Maybank withdrew: —“ I am the 5 
: propereſt oY 
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propereſt perſon to go:” anſwered Lady 
Beaumont.” © We will go together, (ſaid he 
haſtily.) My dear mother let us loſe ng 
time.” © Well, replied ſhe, if you are de- 
termined we will go together and ſet off to- 
morrow. I will ſend my niece again to 
Lady Stanley, who will rejoice in having 
her: poor girl, ſhe has only met hitherto 
with confuſion and trouble ! I will try to pre- 
vail on Miſs Rivers to accompany me to 
Town, in which, as you are going abroad, 
there can be no impropriety; and change of 


air perhaps may be of ſervice to her.” Lady 
Beaumont then went to Miſs Maybank, and 
having mentioned the neceſſity ſhe was under 
of viſiting the young lady under ſuch melan- 

choly circumſtances; © I will not, (my 


dear niece, ſaid ſhe,) aſk you to accompany 
me in a journey which can afford you no plea- 
ſure: Lady Stanley will think herſelf obliged 


to you for another viſit, and will introduce 


you to her ſelect friends; I muſt depend up- 


on your good nature to excuſe my going 


without you.” Miſs Maybank affured her, 
| 1 ſhe 
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ſhe was only ſorry for the occaſion of her in- 
tended abſence, and that ſhe ſhould derive 


both pleaſure and profit to herſelf by reſiding 


with Lady Stanley, whom ſhe already great- 
ly reſpected, 


This being ſettled, her ladyſhip wrote a 
note to Lady Stanley, accounting for her 
journey in the ſame manner ſhe had done to 
her niece, Sir William allo wrote to Mr. 
Thornhill, deſiring him to get his houſe and 


furniture diſpoſed of againſt his return, 


which he ſuppoſed might be in leſs than a 
fortnight, and to purſue his intentions re- 
ſpecting ſettling his affairs. This being 
done, preparations were made for their jour- 
ney. They ordered a hired carriage, and 
her ladyſhip's woman and one footman were 
to be their only attendants, 


The following morning Lady Stanley 
came to fetch Miſs Maybank, and the others 
let off on their journey. © I have yielded to 
your eager wiſh of accompanying me, ſaid 


Lady 
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Lady Beaumont to her ſon, although I knoy 
no good purpoſe it can anſwer; for 1 very 
much doubt if Miſs Rivers will ſee you; 

indeed I fear your preſence may be attended 
with diſagreeable effects.“ „ hope not, 
ſaid he, and I hardly know why I wiſh to 
ſee her; but I know I ſhould be extremely 
miſerable to be in ſuſpenſe about her real ſi- 
tuation. Why was ſhe ſent ſo far off?— 
Lady Beaumont gave her reaſons, which he 
acknowledged to be juſt ones; and they 


proceeded with all the ſpeed pant on their 


Journey. 


When arrived at Exeter, Lady Beaumont 
wrote a note from the inn to Mrs. Wilkins, 


that ſhe might prepare Miſs Rivers to re- 


ceive her. After taking ſome refreſhment, 
ſhe left Sir William, under much agitation 
of mind, and drove to Mrs. Wilkins's. — 
When the carriage ſtopped, Mrs. Wilkins 
flew out to receive her, but it was evident 
ſhe had been in tears. O my deareſt lady, 


how happy I am to ſee you, exclaimed ſhe. 
cc | 
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te J thank you, my good Mrs. Wilkins.— 
How is Miſs Rivers?” © Ah, madam, 
very ill indeed. I broke it out as tenderly 
as I could, that your ladyſhip was come; — 
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poor thing! ſhe was ready to faint; joy and 


ſorrow overpowered her, ſhe ſaid ; joy to ſee 
you once more, and ſorrow that you ſhould 
have taken ſo long a journey on her ac- 
count; for I owned to her I had written 
toyou. Alas! poor dear creature, ſhe will 
not long ſee any body, | believe.” © God 
forbid ! ſaid Lady Beaumont, earneſtly; but 
go up and let her know I am here.” Mrs. 
Wilkins went up ſtairs, and her ladyſhip re- 
mained in the parlour under great anxiety of 
mind. At laſt ſhe heard footſteps, and roſe 


to follow the meſſenger ; but what was her 


ſurpriſe and grief when the door was thrown 


open, and ſhe ſaw a pale emaciated figure, 
ſupported by Mrs. Wilkins, enter the room, 
and, before ſhe had power to prevent her, 
Miſs Rivers threw herſelf on her knees, and 
fainted at the feet of her benefactreſs. 


Lady 
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Lady Beaumont, very much terrified, af. 
ſiſted in recovering and raiſing her into an 
arm chair, tho' her own ſituation was little 
better. She was in truth extremely ſhocked 
to ſee the very great alteration in the perſon 
of Miſs Rivers; but, endeavouring to re- 
cover herſelf, ſhe kindly blamed her for 
coming down, and for deceiving her as to 
the ſtate of her health. « Alas, my dear 
madam, faid ſhe, I ought rather to blame 
the well-meant kindneſs of my good friend 
here, which has given you the trouble of ſo 
long a journey to ſo little purpoſe.“ “ Say 
not ſo, my dear girl, anſwered her ladyſhip; 
I only regret I did not come ſooner ; but [ 
flatter myſelf, that, knowing how much ! 
eſteem you, for my ſake you will endeayour 
to get better; and as I ſhall be ſhortly left 
with only a worthy amiable girl, my niece, 
perhaps you will return with me, and be in- 
troduced to her; I ſhall rejoice to procure 


for her a companion fo deſerving as your- 


- ſelf.” © Oh, madam! cried Miſs Rivers 
burſting into tears, your goodneſs overpowers 
. . 4 me. 
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me. Once indeed I might have wiſhed for 
the honor you mention; but I never was de- 
ſerving of it; for early in life J was vain, 
unthinking, and diflipated.” © We will not 
look back, interrupted Lady Beaumont, it 
can anſwer no good end; I am come to en- 


ven your ſolitary hours; to adminiſter com- 


fort to your mind, and fee that proper care 
is taken of your health.” <© You are too 
kind, replied Miſs Rivers ; but I am con- 
vinced no medicines can reſtore me; I have 
no diſorder but a broken heart, and for that 
there is no cure. My mother, my poor un- 
happy mother, has forgot her worthleſs 
child only one letter have I ever received, 
and that contained merely an account of the 
pleaſures ſhe enjoyed, mixed with expreſſions 
of aſtoniſhment at my obſtinacy in depriving 
myſelf of the ſame enjoyments. Ah, what 


muſt be her feelings when reduced to a ſtate 


of weakneſs like mine!” Lady Beaumont 
obſerving ſhe appeared quite ſpent and faint 
with talking, defired ſhe might be aſſiſted 
up ſtairs, and when with difficulty they got 

VOL, II, ö her 
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her up, and obliged her to take a little re. 
freſhment ; her ladyſhip made her lie down 
on the ſofa, whilſt ſhe ſent for a phyſician, 


To amuſe her mind, ſhe related to her the 
marriage of Colonel Minors, his deſertion 
of his lady, and his elopement with the Sig- 
nora ; but ſhe took care not to mention Sir 
William. © Poor Mrs. Minors, ſaid Miſs 
Rivers! How dreadful it is to be deceived 
and abandoned by the man we love, and to 
| know that our own folly deſerved the puniſh- 
ment ; yet, happily for her, ſhe has a parent 
to receive and conſole her.” After a little 
heſitation, ſhe continued, in a faultering 
voice: © You ſaid, my dear madam, you 
ſhould ſoon be left alone. Is Sir William 
married?“ No, my love, (anſwered her 
ladyſhip, pleaſed that ſhe had mentioned 
him,) he has no engagement of that fort, 
but is going abroad.” “ May he be hap- 
py (returned ſhe, ſighing, ) wherever he 
goes!“ 
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The phyſician being arrived, he faid ſhe 


had a ſtrong nervous fever, and was no doubt 


extremely weak ; that ſhe muſt be carried 


into the air, and rake nouriſhment very fre- 
quently, which, with ſtrengthening cordials, 
he hoped would be of ſervice to her. Lady 
Beaumont followed him out, and aſked his 
opinion; he told her, he was ſorry to ſay 
the young lady's complaint appeared to him 
beyond the reach of medicine. © She may 
poſſibly hold out a few days, or a week or 
two, added he; but in caſes like her's there 
is no perfect judgment can be formed.“ 
With a heavy heart and dejected counte- 
nance Lady Beaumont returned to her 
young friend, who, on her entrance, ſaid, 


faintly ſmiling, © I ſee your kind concern 


for me, my dear madam ; in your looks I can 
read a confirmation of my own opinion, and 
[ muſt ſay, of my ardent wiſh : A very ſhort 


time will releaſe me from all my ſorrows.” 


Do not deſpair, my dear Miſs Rivers, ſaid 


her ladyſhip ; you know not how much may 
be done to reſtore your health by the atten- 
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tion of your friends, by air and gentle ex. 


erciſe.“ © Tis all in vain, replied ſhe; | 
am too weak for exerciſe. Could any thing 
reſtore me your preſence would do it; bur 
'tis impoſſible. How good, how compaſ. 
ſionate you are! (continued ſhe, obſerving 
Lady Beaumont in tears ;) but do not add 
to my regrets the idea of giving pain to 


that boſom, the ſeat of every gentle virtue, 


I have long been endeavouring to prepare 
myſelf for the awful hour, which now ap- 
proaches ; and, I truſt, my penitence will 
be accepted. Happy has it been for me 
that I have been afflicted, for, otherwiſe ycars 
might have paſſed away in diffipation and 
folly, and a ſudden diſorder have cut me off 
unprepared. Rejoice with me then, my 
dear madam, that I have had time allowed 
me to repent, What would I give if my 
poor mother was here to view me now :- 
Such a ſight would ſtrike conviction on her 
mind more than volumes of advice.” Lady 
Beaumont, perceiving ſhe was faint and 
exhauſted, perſuaded her to lie down and 

| 5 try 
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try to reſt, whilſt ſhe returned to the inn ;— 
She readily obeyed, for it was with extreme 
difficulty ſhe had ſupported herſelf ſo long; 
and kiſſing Lady Beaumont's hand paſſion- 


ately, © May Heaven ble you, my deareſt 


madam, exclaimed ſhe, for all your kindnels 
to an unfortunate girl! May you live to ſee 
your beſt hopes nalited 1 in the happinels of 


your family.” 


Her ladyſhip having recommended Miſs 
Rivers to the care of Mrs. Wilkins, return- 
ed to the inn, oppreſſed with forrow. Sir 
William, who had waited her return with 
anxious impatience, eagerly enquired how 
ſhe left Miſs Rivers? “ 1 will not flatter 
you, ſhe replied ; in all probability ſhe has 
but a few days to live.” „ Good Heaven, 
madam, ſaid he, what do you tell me? Is it 
poſſible ſhe is fo very ill, and have I been 
the cauſe of reducing her to deſpair and 
death? O, I muſt, I will fee her ; if ſhe will 
accept of my broken fortunes, I will marry 
her. Who knows what effect my reſolution, 
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my penitence, and vows of love may have 
upon her?” Lady Beaumont ſhook her 
head; „ I fear 'tis now too late to ſave her, 
ſaid ſhe; but, if you are in earneſt, write; 
and I will take die letter. You muſt not 
obtrude yourſelf into her preſence ; the ſur- 
priſe might prove fatal; I will plead for 
you; happy ſhould I be if I could ſucceed 
in reſtoring her! But do not give way to 
hope, for I entertain none in your favor.” — 
Under the moſt painful inquietude of mind 
Sir William retired to write to Miſs Ri- 
vers, and his mother embraced the opportu- 
' nity to inform Miſs Maybank of their ſaſe 
arrival at Exeter, 


When her ſon returned with his letter, 
ſhe readily accorded with his impatience to 


renew her viſit to Miſs Rivers, at the ſame. 


time adviſing him to take a walk, and calm 
the agitation of his mind. 


When her ladyſhip came to Mrs. Wil— 


kins's, ſhe was informed Miſs Rivers had 
juſt 
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juſt been recovered from a fainting fit which 


had left her exceedingly weak and low: on 
entering her apartment ſhe ſaw a very viſible 
alteration, and was in ſome doubt about 
mentioning her ſon's letter; but Miſs Rivers 
having taken ſome cordial drops which the 
doctor had ſent, was much revived and be- 
gan to talk with ſome degree of eaſe; Mrs. 
Wilkins and the nurſe left the room, when 
Lady Beaumont, tenderly preſſing her hand, 
ſaid, „Do not be ſurpriſed my love, if I 
have undertaken to plead in behalf of a re- 


pentant ſinner, one who has been led into 


the commiſſion of his errors by very bad ad- 
vice and profligate examples, but whom 
misfortunes and painful experience have re- 
ſtored to reaſon; he 1s deeply ſenſible of his 


faults, and earneſtly deſires to attone for 
them to the utmoſt of his power.“ “I will 
not pretend to miſunderſtand you, madam, 


anſwered Miſs Rivers, and I have now, I 
hope, obtained ſufficient compoſure to talk 
on a ſubje& which was for a long time grie- 
vous even to think of; towards Sir William 
(3 4 Beaumont 
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Beaumont I retain not the ſmalleſt degree of 
reſentment, and I entreat you to tell him! 


even eſteem him, and ſincerely pray for his 


happineſs.” © Well then, my good girl, 
in ſuch a diſpoſition of mind you will not re- 
fuſe to read this letter ; I will ſtep into your 
dreſſing- room; conſider it with attention, 
comply with our joint wiſhes and we may all 
of us yet ſee many happy days together,” 
So ſaying, her ladyſhip withdrew into the 
adjoining room, and, with trembling hands, 


Miſs Rivers broke the ſeal and read the fol- 


lowing contents: 


TO MISS RIVERS. 


ce Madam, 

Did not my mother condeſcend to be her- 
ſelf the meſſenger of my wiſhes and the 
bearer of this letter, I know not that 1 
ſhould ever have ſummoned reſolution 
enough to addreſs you, whom I have irrepa- 


rably injured : you, who muſt deſpiſe and 


deteſt me, I might, indeed, plead that 1 
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of | was deceived by a villain, that I was miſled ig 


1 WU wt your character, and taught to believe 
| the offers with which I dared to inſult you, 

b N would have been readily accepted; nay, that 4 
e. they were even wiſhed for: I might with 
ur I truth plead this; but I ozght to have known 
n MF you better; I ought to have ſeen that real in- 
all nate worth, that ſtrict purity of ſentiment 
„ which influenced you to treat thoſe offers 
ne with the contempt they deſerved, and to 
is MW &<c{piſe the unworthy writer I feel and ac- 
ol. knowledge, with conſcious ſhame, that J 
| merited the diſdain I have incurred: — and 

now, madam, I have no reparation to offer 

worth your acceptance, unleſs, from uncom- 

mon generoſity, you will deign to compaſ- 

ſionate a man broken in his fortunes, unhap- 

er- Þy in his mind, a man reduced to a compa- 
he ative ſtate of indigence and dependence on 
1e belt of mothers: —many are the afflic- 
ion tions 1 have cauſed her; will Miſs Rivers 
pa- 4 condeſcend to reconcile her to her unworthy 
nd WU bon will ſhe, by a generous acceptance of 1 
1 is vows, become the daughter, the com- 
rs | TR forter 1 
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forter of this excellent parent, and conſtitute 
the happineſs of a man whoſe ſtudy it ſhall 
be to prove his ſenſe of the obligation ?— 
hear that dear parent plead for her ſon; and 
condeſcend to admit to your preſence, 


Deareſt madam, 
Your truly devoted 


WILLIAM BEAUMONT,” 


'Tis difficult to deſcribe the various emo- 
tions which agitated the mind of Miſs Rivers 
during her peruſal of this letter the delicacy 
he had obſerved in aſcribing her contempt of 
him to the offers he had made her of a ſet- 
tlement; the compliments he had paid her 


heart and underſtanding, with the idea of 


conferring an obligation on his mother and 
himſelf, all crowded with force on her 
mind, and, for a moment, excited a wiſh 
that ſhe had been in circumſtances to have 
accepted his offer“ ah! cried ſhe, had | 
conducted myſelf properly, had I been open 
and generous in my attachment, inſtead of 
employing artifice and duplicity, What a 


happy 


51 


a 
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happy fate might mine have been in ſuch a 
family! but, perhaps, even then, the plea- 
ſures of life might have ſeduced me into a 
thouſand errors.“ — again ſhe read the letter, 
and painful remembrance cauſed a violent 
burſt of tears. — 


Lady Beaumont, who heard her ſobs from 
the next room, haſtened in to comfort her, 
and folding her arms round her, „Com- 
poſe yourſelf, my dear child, ſaid ſhe, con- 
ſider me as your mother in every ſenſe of the 
word“ O, exclaimed the poor girl, that 
I indeed had been bleſt with ſuch a mother! 
alas, my poor mother purſues a fleeting ſha- 


dow, and ſacrifices real happineſs to vanity 


and empty pleaſures; how will ſhe regret on 
the aweful bed of death, every hour ſpent in 
folly and diſſipation, without one good or 
generous action to compenſate for the weeks 
and months fo idly thrown away! © Do not, 


my dear girl, give way to unavailing ſorrow; 
let me indulge the ſweet hope of calling you 


daughter: - poor William is indeed unwor- 
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thy your acceptance, for he is literally poor; 
his fortune is gone, and his peace of mind 
deſtroyed: think then what an obligation you 
have it in your power to confer on me and 
on my only fon.” Do not urge me on 
this ſubject, my dear madam; I cannot 
bear it now; I will conſider every thing, and 
this night, if J have ſtrength to write, will 
anſwer Sir William's letter; mean time, tell 
him, I retain no anger; I never, even in 
thought, upbraided him; for I deſerved the 
puniſhment my folly and weakneſs brought 
upon me. The unutterable obligations [ 
owe to your bounty and goodneſs are im- 
printed on my heart, and have long fince 
effaced the remembrance of any ſuppoſed 
injury received from Sir William; but is it 
poſſible he is now at Exeter?“ “ He is, re- 
plied her ladyſhip, and dying with 1mpa- 
tience to ſee you.” —*© That cannot be, ſaid 
Miſs Rivers, I feel myſelf unequal to the 
trial; and I hope, when he has my anſwer 
to his letter, he will give up the idea.” 
Lady Beaumont having ſeen her compoſed 

in 
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in bed, and given ſtrict orders to be called 


ſhould there be any apparent alteration, left 


her, to return to her ſon, after deſiring Mrs. 
Wilkins to get a bed put up for her the next 
day in her houſe. When her ladyſhip re- 
peated to Sir William the converſation be- 
tween herſelf and Miſs Rivers, he was vio- 
lently agitated, and finding there was likely 
to be ſome difficulties in having his offer ac- 
cepted and even in ſeeing her, his natural 
impetuoſity made him almoſt raving, and 


his eager deſire of marrying her exceeded all 


bounds. His mother found great difficulty 
in ſubduing his tranſports, and prevailing 
on him to be calm till he had her letter. In 
the morning ſhe ſent to know how Miſs Ri- 
vers had paſſed the night, and was informed 
tolerably well, likewiſe that ſhe had been 
up very early and written the letter which 
was ſent by the meſſenger. With much 
emotion Sir William broke the ſeal and 
found the following contents: 


10 
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TO SIR WILLIAM BEAUMONT, 


. 
The unexpected contents of the letter you 
have honored me with, deſerve my grateful 
thanks; and I will candidly own there was 
a time when the offer you have now made 
me, would have been received with tranſ- 
port; though, even at that time, I was cvery 
way unworthy of being your's. When firſt 
you knew me I was gay, unthinking and 
imprudent, with no views nor hopes but 
what centered in grandeur and diſſipation. 
Unfortunately I had no monitor, no friend 
who could, either . by precept or example, 
teach me to correct my errors. The rock 
on which moſt females are wrecked 1s a 
wrong education, brought up to exiſt but in 
dreſs, admiration and pleaſures I had no lei- 
ſure to improve my mind, and a few ſhowy 
ſuperficial accompliſhments were to be my 


paſſport to greatneſs and general notice. 
The 
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The death of my father reverſed all my ex- 
pectations: reduced to a ſtate below medio- 
crity, we were obliged to ſhrink from that 
obſervation we had coveted to obtain. Time 
proved to us the little ſincerity of thoſe pro- 
feſions which paſs current in the world un- 
der the maſk of friendſhip—we found our- 


ſelves deſerted by all. There is no crime 


like poverty in the opinion of the world my 
poor mother could not eaſily reſign all her 
hopes, her partiality for me led her to be- 
lieve my few attractions might yet procure 
me an advantageous marriage — tis needleſs 
to mention her diſappointments — a little 
buſineſs brought us to London, accident in- 
formed us that Lady Stanley was in Town — 
that lady had been ſingular in her kindneſs 


to us during our firſt diſtreſſes; my mother 


thought it a duty to wait on her; there, ſir, 
I fiſt ſaw you, and you know all that fol- 
lowed, Ambition was my firſt inducement 
to engage your notice, but in ſeeking to en- 
tangle you, I loſt myſelf. O, let no young 
woman ever think ſhe ſtands ſecure, or per- 
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mit private interviews and unguarded free. 


doms! let modeſty and delicacy be the guar. 


dians of her honor, or ſhe is loſt for ever 
a contrived 72:2-4-212 on my fide, with 
ſhame I confeſs it, and a deſire of bringing 
you to an open avowal of your deſigns, prov. 


membrance—the conſequence is too well 
known to you. Misfortunes are oftentimes 
neceſſary to curb folly and vice, I found it 
ſo; deſpicable in my own eyes, I no longer 
looked forward with exultation or hope, and 
every ſtep my mother took was entirely un- 
known to me. The letter you ſent me, 
though it wrung my heart, completed my 
I beheld in your ſentiments 
the opinion of mankind, and the general 
judgment formed of thoſe females who, di- 
veſted of fortune, ſeek by dreſs and frivolity, 


to attract notice which can never be attend- 


ed with eſteem. I reſolved to retire from 
the world and atone, by mortification and 
repentance, for the errors of my conduct, 
Your generous, your bleſſed mother, fur- 


niſned 
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niſhed me with the means of doing ſo beyond 
my hopes or wiſhes, I have found myſelf, 
ever ſince my arrival here, gradually declin- 
ing: do not, I beſeech you, fir, accuſe your- 
ſelf. only am to blame; but I truſt a ſin- 


cere penitence will be accepted; and I now 


feel ten thouſand times more delight in the 


idea that a very ſhort time will releaſe me 


from miſery and ſelf-reproach, than ever I 
experienced in purſuing my brighteſt hopes 
when in full health—and now, fir, while I 
acknowledge, with gratitude, my ſenſe of 
the undeſerved offer you have made me. 
You will ſee the impoſſibility of my proficing 
by it; and, permit me to ſay, in juſtice to 
myſelf, that, were I ſure to recover and live 
for years, I never would pollute the vows of 
hymen, nor by the ſpecious name of mar- 
riage ſcreen myſelf from the cenſure of the 
world, and give an unworthy daughter to my 
generous benefactreſs. May you, fir, live to 
convey to her the higheſt of all pleaſures, a 
perfect approbation of your t onduct, may 
you by a happy union with a truly virtuous 

| = 
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and amiable woman, ſmooth the down-hitl 
of your mother's days with peace and com- 
fort, and may you obtain that higheſt of all 
earthly joys, aſelf-approving conſcience! My 
laſt breath ſhall expire in imploring bleſſings 
on Lady Beaumont and her family, 


ANNA RIVERS.” 


To deſcribe the feelings of Sir William on 
reading this letter, would be impoſſible; 
ce There, madam, cried he, throwing it upon 
the table, read the deſtruction of all my hopes.” 
he covered his face with his hands, in an 
agony beyond what he had ever felt: — grief, 
admiration and regret at once aſſailed him; 
he curſed the Colonel, the mother and him- 
ſelf, like one deprived of reaſon. 


Lady Beaumont having peruſed the letter, 
could not reſtrain her tears — My dear 
William, ſaid ſhe, you muſt ſubmit: was 
there any poſlibility of her recovery I would 
never ceaſe importuning her in your favor, 


but 
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but now it would be the utmoſt cruelty to 
urge her on the ſubject and diſturb her ſerenity 
at this awful period: from the ſame motives 
[ hope you will give up all deſire of ſeeing 
her.“ No, madam, anſwered he impa- 
tiently, I muſt ſee her:—Intercede for me, 
I conjure you! let her admit me but once to 
her preſence | to hear my pardon pronounced 
is all I aſk.” —*< The office you force upon 
me is a very unpleaſant one, and I fear you 
would reap nothing but miſery, even ſhould 
your wiſhes be gratified,” 


Lady Beaumont now prepared to attend 
Miis Rivers, whilſt Sir William retired to 


his room, again to peruſe a letter which was 


already engraven on his heart, When her 


ladyſhip ſtopped at Mrs. Wilkins's door, the 


good woman met her with eager impatience: 
* Ah, madam, cried ſhe, I rejoice that you 
are come, the poor young lady is very ill in- 
deed: —we think getting up ſo early and 
writing ſo long hurted her very much:—the 


doctor is with her now; but ſhe is on the 
bed.” 
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bed“ Lady Beaumont, much affected at 
this account, haſtened up ſtairs, and met 
him at the top, juſt coming down - © How 
is your patient fir?” ſaid ſhe. © Very low 
indeed, madam ; ſhe is much altered ſince 
yeſterday, and, I think, will ſcarcely hold 
out another day.” * Good Heaven! ex. 
claimed Lady Beaumont, are there, then, 
no hopes?” © I am ſorry to ſay, madam, 
there are none; nature 1s nearly exhauſted; 
the young lady is ſenſible of it herſelf, and 
appears perfectly reſigned: — I will, however, 
look in upon her again in the afternoon, for 
I feel intereſted for her, and grieve that I can 
be of no ſervice.” Lady Beaumont, deeply 
concerned, entered Miſs Rivers's apartment, 
ſhe was till on the bed: ſeeing her ladyſhip 
ſhe attempted to riſe, but the effort was un- 
availing. © Excuſe me, my deareſt madam, 
for receiving you thus, was all ſhe could ſay. 
« Compoſe yourſelf, my dear girl; I am 
come to ſit by you, and I entreat you t0 
continue as you are; I am only ſorry to hear 


you have fatigued yourſelf ſo , uch this 


morning.“ 
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morning.” 1 had a tolerable night, ſhe 
replied, and reſolved to write, if poſſible, to 


Sir William; J hope he is ſatisfied; I would 
not, on any conſideration, leave a regret on 
his mind which may hurt his peace.“ © I 
will not deceive you, my dear Miſs Rivers; 
ſaid her ladyſhip, William is very unhappy ; 


he begs, he entreats you will fee him: I pro- 


miſed to mention his requeſt, but I wiſh not 
to give you pain; therefore do not let any 
conſideration for me induce you to diſtreſs 
yourſelf on his account.” Miſs Rivers 
pauſed a little, but, at laſt replied, © Not 
long ſince, madam, it would have been 
worſe than death to me to have ſeen your 
ſon, and I own I would avoid it ſtill, if left 
to my choice; but, if he perſiſts in his deſire 
of ſeeing me, I will endeavour to ſupport the 
interview, and the ſooner he comes the bet- 
ter; I think I can be carried into the next 
room and lie as eaſy on the ſofa as I do 
here.” The nurſe being called, ſhe with 
{ome difficulty was conveyed to the adjoining 
apartment, and having taken ſome drops, 


appeared 
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appeared a little revived Lady Beaumont 
ſent for her ſon, though ſhe dreaded the ef. 
fects it might have on the poor declining 
object before her, who, ſhe plainly ſaw, was 
paſt all hopes of recovery. She was very 
ſoon informed her ſon was come, and having 
ſent down the nurſe and given Miſs Rivers a 
cordial to ſupport her ſpirits, he was deſired 
to walk up; when he entered the room and 
beheld the pale, emaciated, and almoſt life- 
leſs figure lying on the ſofa, he ſtarted with 
horror, but recovering he advanced haſtily 
and threw himſelf on his knees by her ſide, 
unable to articulate a ſingle word ; ſhe was 
violently agitated, but making an effort to 
ſpeak ſhe held out her hand and faintly faid 
© Do not grieve''—he took her hand and 
paſſionately kiſſing it; © Forgive me, dear- 
eſt Miſs Rivers, cried he, pardon your mur- 
derer !” Do not call yourſelf ſo, you are not 
to blame; I forgive your error as I hope to 
be myſelf forgiven; mine was the fault, mine 
ſhould be the puniſhment:” then pauſing a 
little and ſeeing Sir William in tears—* you 
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have humanity and ſenſibility; continued ſhe, 
cheriſh thoſe virtues; pity the poor and un- 
fortunate; reſpect virtue in diſtreſs; govern 
your paſſions, and conſult the peace and 
| happineſs of your excellent parent.” O, 
| Miſs Rivers, anſwered Sir William, if you 
| wiſh me to be happy try to live, or elſe 
| everlaſting remorſe will be my portion.” 
« Death, returned ſhe, 1s buſy at my heart, 
| but I welcome his approaches, and with joy 
| bchold the end of a painful journey through 
| a world of falſehood and deceit, where virtue 
| 1s neglected, and where vice, if gilded by 
$ nches, meets encouragement and applauſe.” 
—© Do not fatigue yourſelf, my love, ſaid 
| Lady Beaumont, with talking too much, 
William had better withdraw and return 
| 2221n. in the evening, if you will permit 
| lim.” —© No, replied the poor girl, let me 
| peak whilſt Jam able“ Dear Sir William 
be comforted your ſorrow diſtreſſes me, — 
| | am going to be happy, I feel that I am; 
do not accuſe yourſelf—but let my ſad fate 
at like a taliſman on your heart to guard 


you 
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you from indulging your paſſions: — and 
when you behold a poor unprotected female, 
be yourſelf the guardian of her honor. Be. 


heve me, when the hour arrives which takes 


us from the world, the reflection of one 
benevolent action performed, one vicious 
thought rejected, or one criminal purſuit 
given up, will afford you more real happi- 
neſs, than would the fulleſt enjoyment of 
ſenſual wiſhes. God bleſs you ! added ſhe, 
may you hve to encreaſe the happineſs of 
your worthy parent!“ —-ſhe withdrew her 
hand, and turned her head aſide to conceal 
her emotion. Sir William who till knelt 
by her, a ſtatue of deſpair, obſerving her 
evident diſtreſs, cried out; © Let me ſce 
you once more—O, Miſs Rivers, if you 
wiſh me to live, let me return again in the 
evening!“ She again extended her hand; 
ce Leave me now; t0-morrow, if I can, I wil 
ſee you; but I am very ill, and you wu: 
go—Heaven bleſs you!” © Yes, cried ht, 
ſtarting up, I will go—deareſt of women, 
you ſhall be obeyed !—T will endeavor to 
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fupport exiſtence till to-morrow. — Adieu! 


added he, kiſſing her almoſt lifeleſs hand; 


you may forgive me, but never ſhall I for- 


give myſelf nor the miſcreant whole villain- 
ous counſels have laid up for me everlaſting 
remorſe,” He quitted the room under much 
agitation, and with evident reluctance. 
« Thank Heaven, this interview is over, 
ſaid Miſs Rivers, after a ſhort ſilence, poor 
Sir William! I reſpe& his ſorrow, and 1 
hope the event which muſt ſoon take place, 
will have an effect upon his future conduct.“ 
She had ſcarcely uttered theſe words when 


ſhe was ſeiſed with a faintneſs which alarmed 


Lady Beaumont beyond expreſſion; however 
ſhe ſoon recovered, but with ſuch an en- 
creaſing weakneſs and difficulty of breathing 
that ſhe requeſted to be undreſſed and put to 
bed; this was at length effected, but with 
ſo much fatigue to her, that another fainting 
fit left her at the point of death: ſhe deſired 
the nurſe to retire; then, taking Lady Beau- 
mont's hand, ſhe preſſed it to her lips; © I 
am going my deareſt Lady—forgive all the 
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trouble and ſorrow — Heaven will reward 


your goodneſs to a poor imprudent girl— 
deſerted by her natural parent -O, Almigh. 
ty Father, continued ſhe, folding her hand; 
with fervour, pity and forgive my mother!— 
may ſhe ſoon be ſenſible of the folly of thoſe 
pleaſures, —alas! how falſely called ſuch— 
ſhe now purſues —may ſhe be happy here and 
hereafter—Father of mercies, hear my pray- 
er !—ſhe pauſed a moment on ſeeing Lady 
Beaumont drowned in tears; adieu, deareſt, 
beſt of women !—in another world we {hall 
meet again.—Bleſs Sir William for me.”— 
She grew very faint, — her ladyſhip haſtily 


_ adminiſtered ſome drops. She could not 


ſwallow, but—makinga great effort to ſpeak, 
« Bleſſed Father, ſaid ſhe, thy will be 
done!” — and, with theſe words, ſcarcely 
audible, expired! thus fell the once gay, 
lively and agreeable Miſs Rivers, a victim 
to the errors of education ! 


Lady Beaumont, overwhelmed with grief, 


had ſcarce power to "ag the bell before ſhe 
fainted; 
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fainted; and the nurſe, on entering the 
room, gave a loud ſhrick, on ſeeing both 
ladies to appearance lifeleſs —Mrs. Wilkins, 
running in, quickly obſerved what had hap- 
pened ; wo although moſt ſincerely con- 
cerned for Miſs Rivers, ſhe directed her at- 
tention to the recovery of Lady Beaumont, 
who, when ſhe regained her ſenſes, they 
would have conveyed to another room; but 
ſhe deſired to remain, and with a violent 
burſt of tears, kiſſed the clammy lips of 


her lifeleſs young friend:—ſhe then ſealed up 


the drawers and boxes, in preſence of Mrs, 
Wilkins, and on opening the drawer of the 


dreſſing-glaſs, ſhe found the following letter, 
addreſſed to herſelf : 


ce With a thorough conviction that this will 
be the laſt time I ſhall ever take up a pen, 
] write, deareſt and moſt reſpected Lady 
Beaumont, to offer my heartfelt thanks for 
all the unmerited favors you have heaped 
upon me: the remembrance of them is a 
cordial in my dying hours. feel, with joy, 
ei 3 the 
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the approach of that time which will releaſe 
me from all my ſorrows; and but one idea 
is now capable of giving me pain; my 
poor unhappy mother - oh, madam! com- 


plete your goodneſs, and if you can find her | 
reſidence, let her know my fate—tell her, I 


die a martyr to Vanity and Folly—that my 
laſt thoughts dwell on her, that I beſeech her 
to give up the purſuit of pleaſures which 
muſt end in bitter remorſe—teach her, by 
your example, to learn how good, how glo- 
rious is virtue and benevolence! my thoughts 
ramble, the pen drops from my fingers—my 
deareſt lady, may God Almighty ever bleſs 
you and your's with happineſs here, and 
everlaſting felicity hereafter! 


Your ever grateful, 
ANNA RIVERS, | 


Incloſed in this letter was a paper ſpecily- 


ing ſhe had forty-ſeven guineas in her cabl- | 


net: ſhe deſired all her clothes might be 
diſpoſed of, and that after her funeral char- 
ges were paid, and a handſome preſent given 


3 5 | tO | 
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to Mrs. Wilkins, the reſidue might remain 
in Lady Beaumont's hands for her mother's 


uſe :=ſhe requeſted, as the annuity of four 


hundred pounds a year ceaſed with her life, 
that the two thouſand pounds with the inte- 
reſt due, might return to her mother: this 
ſum, ſhe obſerved, was ſufficient to main- 
tain her mother decently, and more than 
that was needleſs, 


Lady Beaumont, determined to fulfil 
theſe ſeveral wiſhes in the ſtricteſt manner, 
and as her contempt for Mrs. Rivers roſe in 
proportion to her regret for her unfortunate 
child, ſhe made no . to N the 


annuity granted to rae lattei, a 2 2 eby 


oblige the former to contract her expences 
and live within the bounds of her own for- 
tune. Having deſired Mrs. Wilkins to ſee 


the laſt duties performed in a genteel ſtyle, 


the expences of which ſne determined to de- 
fray herſelf, with a heavy heart and a melan- 
choly countenance, ſhe returned to the inn, 
where ſhe found Sir William, under the 

H 3 | deepeſt 
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deepeſt concern, with the letter Miſs Rivers 
had wrote to him lying on the table: — on 
her entrance he ſtarted, and looking earneſt. 


ly at her; I ſee, madam, there are no hopes, 


cried he, your looks tell me I am a miſerable 
wretch,” “ I will not deceive you; anſwer- 
ed Lady Beaumont, you muſt arm yourſelf 
with reſolution : my grief is little leſs than 
your's ; but we muſt ſubmit to the decrees of 
Providence.” -* Gocd Heavens! what do 
you mean ? ſhe is not dead, ſurely?” a decp 
ſigh and a ſhake of the head from his mo- 
ther at once informed him of the event he 
dreaded : he threw himſelf into the chair he 
had riten from, and claſped his hands; © She 
is dead, then, I have deſtroyed her!—how 
ſeverely am I puniſhed !—then, pauling a 
little, he ſtarted up: - Excuſe me, madam, 
I cannot bear company now:“ 
into his bed-room, he ſhut the door. 


Lady Beaumont, who knew the violence 
of his paſſions, followed him. “ William, 
ſaid ſhe, opening the door, I reſpect your 

ſorrow, 


and, flying 
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forrow, nor do I forbid the indulgence of it: 

a heart deeply affected muſt feel in propor- 

tion to it's diſappointments:— but do not 
forget you have a mother whoſe happinels 1s 

in your hands, and who deſerves your conſi- 

deration.”” © Fear not, my deareſt madam, 
that I will forget what I owe to your good- 
neſs :—ſuffer me to be alone for an hour or 
two, aid I will join you, I hope, more com- 
poſed.” Satisfied with this aſſurance, Lady 
Beaumont returned to her apartment, and 
fat down to acquaint her niece, that ſhe had 
loſt the friend ſhe came to viſit, and ſhould 
very ſhortly return to London; ſhe alſo 
wrote her ſolicitor, who had the paying of 
the annuity to Mrs. Rivers, requeſting to 
know where that lady reſided, and order- 
ing all payments to be ſtopped after the next 
quarter, 


Juſt as ſhe had finiſhed her letters, Sir 


William returned to her with a countenance 


in which grief was viſibly impreſſed, but 


with a compoſure ſhe hardly expected. He 
H 4 deſired 
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defired to know the particular circumſtancey 
attending the deceaſe of Miſs Rivers, and 


wept abundantly at the recital.—< She is 


happy, ſaid he, to grieve for her is ſelfiſh, 
I mourn my own folly, and ſhall do ſo to 
the end of my life. —O, if I could but es 
the villain puniſhed whoſe pernicious advice 
has ruined my peace I could die with tranſ- 


port!“ „“ Doubt not, replied Lady Beau- 


mont, of his puniſhment; even now in the 
gratification of his wicked contrivances, he 
mult be miſerable ; and the hour will arrive 
when remorſe of conſcience will inflict tor- 
ments more bitter than his greateſt enemy 
could wiſh,” Sir William begged to have 
a lock of Miſs Rivers's hair to ſet in a ring, 
which Lady Beaumont promiſed to procure 


for him: they parted at an early hour ; and 


the following morning ſhe returned to Mrs. 
Wilkins's and finiſhed all her remaining bu- 
ſineſs: the next day ſhe ſet out for London 
accompanied by her ſon: he till preſerved a 
deep melancholy, and ſhe flattered herſelf 


the late awful event would have a deep effect 
upon his future conduct. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


\ 


THE RETURN TO LONDON». 


N arriving in Town Lady Beaumont 
haſtened to Sir Edward Stanley's, be- 

ing extremely impatient to ſee her niece; ſhe 
was received with the warmeſt proofs of af- 
fection and eſteem, although her friends 
were evidently hurt at the paleneſs and lan- 
guor which pervaded her whole perſon 
having an hour or two to ſpare, ſhe choſe no 
longer to keep Lady Stanley in ignorance of 
the fate of Miſs Rivers, particularly as ſhe 


judged it might afford a ſtriking leſſon to 


Miſs Maybank; ſhe therefore unfolded the 
EE whole 
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whole affair relative to Sir William and her, 
placed the character of Miſs Rivers in the 
moſt amiable point of view, dwelt upon her 
repentance and examplary death, and con- 
cluded with obſerving that although ſhe could 
by no means exculpate her ſon, yet ſhe 
thought the ill advice and diſſipated conduct 
of the mother, had gone further lengths 
towards the ruin of the unfortunate girl, than 
any premeditated deſign on his part, or 
want of virtue on her's. Miſs Maybank was 
drowned in tears and Lady Stanley over- 
whelmed with ſurpriſe during this recital, 
e Both Sir Edward and myſelf, faid ſhe, per- 
ceiving Lady Beaumont was ſilent, have en- 
tertained various conjectures reſpecting Miſs 
Rivers, and, at one time, we ſuppoſed Sir 


William was fond of her; but when we un- 


derſtood ſhe was gone to France with her 
mother, we gave up the idea, and imagined 
the embarraſſment of their affairs had induced 
them to live abroad; that Mrs. Rivers had 
been imprudent and extravagant we well 


knew; but we pitied her reduced ſituation ; 
| little 


lit 
ſer 


fat 
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little did I ſuppoſe ſhe was capable of de- 


ſerting an only child and figuring away upon 
an income which ought to have filled her 


with ſhame and remorſe ! - what an unfeeling 


worthleſs woman ſhe muſt be!—poor Miſs 
Rivers !—may her ſad fate awaken her in- 
fatuated mother to a ſenſe of her unworthy 
conduct; and may it teach the youthful mind 
to ſubdue all viſionary ſchemes of pleaſure 
and greatneſs, and reconcile itſelf to the 
decrees of Providence!“ 


Miſs Maybank returned home with her 
aunt, and next morning they had a viſit 
from Mr. Thornhill and Mr. Thompſon; 
the manners and converſation of the latter 
pleaſed Lady Beaumont extremely, and ſhe 
flattered herſelf Sir William would derive 


great advantages from a companion ſo ſenſi- 
ble and well-informed. Mr. Thornhill hav- 


ing ſettled all the Baronct's affairs on the 


molt generous and friendly terms, little re- 
mained neceſſary to be done before the pro- 
jected tour took place; and, after ſome con- 

II 6 ſultation, 
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ſultation, it was decided they ſhould, that 
day week, ſet off for Germany, Mr. Thorn. 
hill acquainted her ladyſhip that his ſiſter 
and Miſs Raikſon were married, and ſhe 
promiſed to bring her niece to wait on thoſe 
ladies ; after the gentlemen went away Sir 
William was warm 1n his commendations of 
Mr. Thompſon : *I have little doubt of his 
merit from his recommendation, returned 
herladyſhip, and I hope you will be very hap- 
Py in his friendſhip, but you areapt to be too 
ſanguine in your hopes and wiſhes. There 
is no character perfect; and poſſibly ſome 
little ſhades may appear in Mr. Thompſon; 


therefore don't expect excellence in any man, 
and then you will do juſtice to the merit he 
really poſſeſſes.” 


The following week was entirely taken up 


in preparations for Sir William's tour, and 


the buſineſs he neceſſarily had to do, added 
to the ſoothing manners and ſprightly con- 
verſation of Miſs Maybank, in ſome mea- 
ſure leſſened, though it could not diſpel his 

melancholy. 


tet 
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melancholy. He called to take leave of his 
friends, and amongſt other places went to 


the houſe of Lady Summers ; ſhe was not 
yet gone out of Town, and, upon his name 


being ſent up, received him: Mrs. Minors 
was in the room when he entered, and be- 
trayed ſtrong emotions; whether from con- 
fidering him as a fellow ſufferer, or from a 
heart naturally tender, which, diſappointed 
in the object of it's affections, returned to the 
firſt perſon who had intereſted them, we 


will not pretend to determine: however, tis 


certain that when her firſt confuſion ſubſided, 
ſhe regarded Sir William with more than 
common attention, and when he mencioned 
his deſign of quitting England in a few days 
ſne burſt into tears: after a little heſitation, 
« Sir William, ſaid ſhe, I have one favor to 
requeſt of conſiderable conſequence to me.“ 
Be aſſured then, madam, it will afford me 
very great pleaſure if I can be ſerviceable“ 
© it certainly is in your power to oblige me; 
and as the favor I mean to aſk can be at- 


tended with no great inconvenience to your- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, may I exact your word of. honor that 
you will comply with my wiſhes?” « 7, 
may, madam: ſatisfied you can require no. 
thing impoſſible or unreaſonable I pledge 
my honor to obey you.” © You are very 
kind, fir; and I freely confeſs [ thought it 
neceſſary to make ſuch.a preliminary, pre. 
vious to my requeſt, which is ſimply this, 
that you will avoid Colonel Minors, or ra- 
ther Mr. Minors, for he has diſpoſed of his 
commiſſion: I am ſenſible. the ill treatment 
you have experienced might warrant a ſe— 
vere revenge; his life, I grieve to ſay, is a 
worthleſs one, yet, ſhould any rencounter 
take place between him and you, whatever 
were the conſequences I ſhould be miſerable: 
do not, therefore, ſeek him; and if you 
ſhould chance to meet, conſider him in a 
right point of view, undeſerving your no- 
tice.” © I have pledged my honor, madam, 
ſaid Sir William, and you ſhall find I will 
not forfeit it, whatever may occur: I reſpect 
your apprehenſions, and will have a due regard 
to your peace,” Mrs. Minors thanked him 

| in 
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in the moſt lively terms, and then gave a 
different turn to the converſation: © I am 
going to accompany my grandmother for a 
few weeks into the country, ſaid ſhe, but at 
my return I ſhall be happy to cultivate an 
intimacy with your charming couſin, Miſs 
Maybank, if ſhe will allow me the honor of 
her acquaintance after the glaring impro- 
prieties of my conduct:“ Sir William made 
a polite return to this compliment, and ſoon 
after took his leave. He was ſurpriſed at 
the great change in the manners and conver- 
ſation of Mrs. Minors; her air of levity was 


exchanged for a modeſt decorum, her trifling 


unmeaning chat, for ſentiment and good 
ſenſe; ſhe no longer appeared the ſame giddy 
young woman he had known a few weeks 
before; the vexations and mortifications ſhe 
had ſo recently experienced, had done more 
to inform her underſtanding and regulate her 
conduct than a thouſand leſſons; ſo true it is, 
that adverſity teaches wiſdom and improves 
the mind. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


THE PARTING, 


HE day now arrived on which Sir Wil. 

liam was to quit England, and it was 

with very different ſenſations he prepared for 
this Journey to what he felt when leaving 
Warwickſhire for London : then all was ex- 
ultation, hope and tranſport; not, ruined 
in his fortune, his peace of mind irreparably 
injured, diſappointed in every wiſh and pur- 
ſuit, and a dupe to treachery and deceit, he 


looked back with aſtoniſhment and diſmay | 


at his infatuation, and with bitter remorſe 
on 
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en his conduct to Mis Rivers--what a mul- 
tiplicity of painful events had taken place 
within the courſe of a few months! added to 


which, he beheld in Miſs Maybank the 
woman formed to beſtow happineſs and en- 


ſure its permenency but who was cut off from 


his wiſhes by the folly of his conduct with 
which ſhe was too well acquainted for him 
to entertain the leaſt hopes of obtaining her 
eſteem. Sighing deeply; © I feel, thought 


he, that I have ſacrificed to diſſipation and 


vice all hopes of telicity—this tour to the 
Continent will in all probability be a long 


one, for I will not reviſit England till my 
peace of mind is reſtored,” — 


Lady Beaumont, whoſe anxious tenderneſs 
had been employed in making every prepa- 
ration for his journey which could adminiſter 
to his pleaſure or convenience, now entered 
the room, and obſerving the ſettled melan- 
choly which pervaded his features, burſt into 
tears: © My dear William, ſaid ſhe, do you 
feel any reluctance to go abroad? a more 

than 
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than uſual ſadneſs has taken poſſeſſion of your 
looks theſe two days paſt; do not go if the 
Journey is not perfectly agreeable to you.” — 
Taking her hand, which he reſpectfully kiſ 
ſed; © I aſſure you, madam, replied he, the 
tour is of all things the moſt deſirable to me; 
I have no regret but leaving you, to whoſe 
maternal , tenderneſs I am ſenſible I have 
made very ill returns: however, Miſs May- 
bank will amply ſupply my place, and her 
company will reconcile you to the abſence 
of your ſon.” © I muſt own, ſaid Lady 


Beaumont. I eſteem it a peculiar felicity | 


thai 1 have her with me now—to part with 
you for the firſt time, and for ſo long 2 
period, is an afflictive ſtroke, but if abſence 
from your native country is likely -to prov? 
advantageous or even pleaſant to you, | 
ought to ſubmit without reluctance.“ Hav- 
ing entered into a particular detail reſpecting 
his income, ſhe told him, if on any extraor- 
dinary occaſion he was in pecuniary difficul- 
ties ſhe would accept his bills to the amount 
of four hundred pounds. He warmly ac 
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knowledged her goodneſs, but declared he 


was determined to live within his income, 


Mr. Thompſon being now arrived, all par- 


ticular converſation ceaſed, and Lady Beau- 
mont ſupported herſelf like a heroine 'till the 
carriage was announced; ſhe then ſunk un- 
der the conflicts of her mind, and, with 
ſtreaming eyes and a thouſand embraces, re- 


commended her fon to the care f Heaven: 


ſhe entreated to hear very frequently from 
him, and repeatedly ſaid, © Remember, dear 
William, my happineſs is in your hands; be 
careful of yourſelf for my ſake.” When the 


Baronet advanced to take leave of his lovely 


couſin, whoſe ſenſibility had been much ex- 
cited by this ſcene, he was greatly agitated: 
« adicu, amiable Miſs Maybank ; to you I 
relign the beſt of parents: — may you both 


be happy as you deſerve to be, and I can- 


not then be miſerable !—Heaven bleſs you 
both! added he, and, darting out of the 
room, threw himſelf into the carriage; Mr. 


Thompſon followed, and they drove off im- 


mediately, leaving both ladies drowned in 


tears. 
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tears —Lady Stanley and Mrs. Warner very 
opportunely arrived to conſole them, and 
the latter lady faid, © you remember, Lady 
Beaumont, my young friends whoſe ſtory ] 
related to you—they are to ſpend the day 
with me, -I came purpoſely to entreat the 
favor of your's and Miſs Maybank's com- 
pany to meet them; I muſt not be denied; 
you are unfit to be alone: my little friend, 
Louiſa, has given you an example of forti- 
tude, and I hope you will follow it.” “ I will 
not refuſe your invitation, my kind friend, 
replied Lady Beaumont, and, ſhall feel pe- 
culiar pleaſure in being introduced to a lady 
J already highly eſteem,” 


After the ladies had left them, Lady 
Beaumont related to Miſs Maybank the 
ſtory of Louiſa and Henry, which occaſion- 
ed a great impatience in her to behold the 


* heroine who could ſo nobly ſacrifice her own 


happineſs to parental authority. They drel- 
ſed and went at the dinner hour to Mrs. 


Warner's, where the company expected was 


aſſembled; 
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aſſembled ; on their entrance, Lady Beau- 


mont being led to the top of the room, Mrs, 


Warner advanced with a lady apparently 
about twenty, her figure ſmall but elegantly 
made, and a face, which, though not ex- 
quiſitely handſome, was perfectly agreeable, 
with a ſweetneſs and intelligence in her eyes 
which intereſted every beholder; © Permit 
me to introduce to your ladyſhip, ſaid Mrs. 
Warner, my amiable friend Mrs. Harris, in 
whoſe favor you are already prepoſſeſſed.“ 
« | am indeed, replied Lady Beaumont, and 
ſhall be happy if Mrs. Harris will permit 


me and my niece to profit by her acquaint- 


ance,” —The young lady made a very polite 
anſwer and was then introduced to Miſs 
Maybank : as the poet obſerves, 


& Great ſouls by inſtin& nearly are allied,“ 


theſe two young women were charmed with 
each other, and conceived a reciprocal eſ- 


teem which promiſed to encreaſe as they be- 


came more intimate. The company was 
equally pleaſed with Mr, Harris, and this 
_ amiable 


— 


F eee ER — — 
9" 


. 
1 
” 
i 
þ iP 
| Ls 
— . 
x 
: ; 
W414 
.- 
N 
0 i} 
Why 
2 
9 
4 
1 : 
1 L 
e * 
1 
1 
1 
4 ® 
k 
% 
15 
4 . 
2 
oy 
a3 
»A.f 
42 
.p : 
1 
a 
£43 
N 
9 1 
A 
1 
19 
Jt 
| 
5 | 
7 8 
1 
1 
1 
25 4 
$3. 
. 
1 
1 
1 
4 
ifs | 
794 
1 
. 
„ 
72 
*% 
tal: 
- 4? 
> 
TY 
= 
8 
. 
* Jay 
*. 
94 
' ' 
A 


1 
F 
* 
3 
1 
. 
$f 
1 
z 
74 


— 2 — 
A r 


D EIT OnT IEEE ARE In 
2 2 Fx" HE SE ne als; b 
* — * n 


166 ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 


amiable pair received that attention and re. 
ſpect which always attends virtue, and the 
obſervance of our firſt duties, The party 
ſeparated at a late hour, mutually gratified 
with the pleaſures of the day ; pleaſures in 
which neither ſcandal, politics nor cards 
were neceſſary auxiliaries to promote con- 
verſation or entertainment. 


CHAT. . 


A RECEIPT FOR MATRIMONIAL HAPPINESS, 


HE following day after Sir William's 
departure Lady Beaumont, who had 
| paſſed a reſtleſs night, and roſe heavily de- 
preſſed ; with a view to divert her attention 


from unpleaſant ſubjects, propoſed a viſit to 
Lady 
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Lady Godfrey in a friendly way, as ſhe was 
entitled to the compliment before the late 
Miſs Thornhill, now Mrs. Hargrave; her 
niece gladly conſented to attend her, and in 


the evening they made their appearance at 


dir James Godfrey's in Saville-Row. Viſits 
of ceremony being over, a large company of 


| rank and faſhion was aſſembled and Miſs 


Maybank, being a ſtranger, attracted uni- 
verſal notice and admiration. Lady God- 


frey received them with much diſtinction, 


and both ladies were charmed with the be- 
havior of the new married couple. 


Soon after Lady Beaumont's entrance, a 
very elegant young man was announced by 
tie name of Sir Charles Frankly ; Sir James 


| few to him. © This is indeed an unexpect- 


ed happineſs. My dear Frankly ! cried he, 
did not know of your arrival in England.” 


came only yeſterday, my firſt enquiries 


were concerning you; and having been in- 
tormed of your preſent happineſs, after de- 
voting the morning to my brother, I deter- 

mined 
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mined to come and congratulate you and mo 
Lady Godfrey. Sir James then introduced tak 
him to his amiable bride. All the company ſelf 
ſeemed prepoſſeſſed in Sir Charles's favor mai 


merely from his exterior appearance: it is fav 

certain that a handſome perſon 1s a great ad. her. 

vantage even to a man: we feel diſpoſed to ny; 

aſcribe to the well-looking a thouſand ami. am. 

able qualities which we never give plain you 

ö people credit for, till we know they really of | 

| poſſeſs them. Sir Charles Frankly, how. will 

; ever, ſtood but little in need of a handſome Lac 

perſon to recommend him, there was an ban 

| elegance in his manners, a gentleman-like her, 
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attention to the company, and a happy ting 


1 
4 choice of ſentiments expreſſed in the beſt FN 
A language, which gave him a claim to uni- ſaid 
I verſal eſteem; but though politeneſs dictated pert 
1 a general civility, his eyes involuntarily diſt! 
4 turned to Miſs Maybank whilſt ſhe bluſhed ladi 
#1 and felt confuſed, though not diſpleaſed a Sir 
4 the diſtinction. Great part of the compan) they 
6 having a variety of engagements, went away Wl 
one after the other; but when Lady Beau- U 


mom 
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mont roſe to take leave, Lady Godfrey, 
taking her hand, ſaid, I ſcarce think my- 


ſelf authoriſed on ſo ſlender an acquaintance, 


madam, to ſolicit that you will do us the 
favor to paſs the remainder of the evening 
here; nor is it quite conſiſtent with ceremo- 
ny; added ſhe ſmiling, but as I am very 
ambitious of being ranked in the number of 
your friends, and wiſh to have the happineſs 
of being better known to Miſs Maybank, 
will you have the goodneſs to oblige us?” 
Lady Beaumont, obſerving by Miſs May- 
bank's eyes, the invitation was agreeable to 


her, accepted it without heſitation, and put- 


ting her niece's hand into Lady Godfrey's, 


Receive then, my dear Lady Godfrey, 


laid ſhe, this dear girl as your friend, and 
permit me to ſay, ſhe is not undeſerving the 
diſtinction I wiſh to procure for her. Both 
ladies were gratified by the compliment, and 
Sir Charles having accepted a like invitation, 
they all ſpent a moſt charming evening. 
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When Miſs Maybank retired to reſt ſhe 
found ſleep had forſaken her pillow, a re- 


troſpection of the evening cauſed a reſtleſſ. 


neſs ſhe was wholly unaccuſtomed to; ſhe 
remembered Sir Charles Frankly's perſon 
with pleaſure, his ſentiments were congenial 
with her own, and ſhe could not reſiſt an 


ardent deſire of appearing as agreezble in his 


eyes, as ſhe confeſſed he was to her- ſhe 
dwelt with pleaſure on the idea of being par- 
ticularly noticed by him, and for the firſt 
time in her life was ambitious of being diſ- 
tinguiſhed by a gentleman. In the morning 


when ſhe appeared at the breakfaſt table, her 


aunt took notice of a paleneſs, not uſual, 


which ſhe aſcribed to 1ts real cauſe, want of 
reſt, I am very much pleaſed, ſaid Lady 
Beaumont, that you are likely to have ſuch 
an agreeable friend as Lady Godfrey ; Lady 
Summers, to whom both ſhe and Sir James 
are well known, has given me the higheſt 
opinion of them. Lady Godſrey has had a 
molt excellent education, ſhe has all the ac- 
compliſhments a young woman of fortune 

ought 
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ought to have; and being brought up in the 
practice of every virtue under the beſt of 


parents, whoſe goodneſs and benevolence 


are almoſt proverbial, ſhe poſſeſſes every 
amiable quality which can enſure domeſtic 
felicity ; nor is Sir James inferior to her in 
any reſpect ; and where mutual confidence, 
with an earneſt deſire to pleaſe, is felt og 
both ſides, there is every proſpect of perma- 
nent affection, and as much happineſs as 
can be expected in this life. That romantic 
paſſion, which young people are taught from 
novels and romances, to believe abſolutely 
neceſſary in married life, and to the indul- 
gence of which they often ſacrifice their beſt 
duties, ſeldom exiſts but in uncultivated 
minds, or where an obſtinacy of diſpoſition 
and ſtrong paſſions predominate.” © Then my 
dear aunt, faid Miſs Maybank, ſmiling, you 
do not approve love matches?“ * Not 
tuch as are generally ſo called, replied her 


ladyſhip, not thoſe matches which make a 


young woman deſert her parents or guardians, 
and throw herſelf into the arms of a man on 


12 whoſe 
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whoſe principles ſhe can have no reliance,” 
e But, ſaid Miſs Maybank, are there not 
ſometimes inſtances wherein parents are un- 
reaſonable, and where a pique againſt the 
man whom, from a prejudice in favor of 
another the young lady approves, or from 
motives of intereſt, they may endeavor to 


{ſubdue a laudable affection, and to force the 


inclination contrary to its biaſs? in ſuch 
caſes, may not the daughter be pardonable ii 


ſhe is compelled to an imprudence, ſhe 


would otherways have abhorred ??? No 
| ſituations, my dear niece, can Juſtify impru- 
dence; that parents may ſometimes be un- 
reaſonable I have no doubt; nor do ] at all 
blame a child for refuſing to marry the man 
ſhe diſlikes: an union without eſteem muſt be 


a miſerable ſtate, and neither God nor man 


can approve it—all I wiſh to infer is, that a 
young woman ſhould permit reaſon to guide 
her choice, that ſhe ſhould be well aſſured 
of a man's principles before ſhe indulges « 
too favorable opinion of him, and that 
whenever he ſolicits her to take any ſtep con- 

trary 


tro 
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trary to delicacy, modeſty and duty, ſhe 
ſhould think him unworthy her eſteem : and 
in caſes, where a woman has no decided 
preference, and her friends point out a man 
as deſerving of her, ſhe ſhould examine her 
heart and his merit, and if ſhe finds ſhe can 
eſteem him, be aſſured ſhe will run no riſk 
in giving him her hand; for eſteem ſoon 
produces warmer ſentiments, and at length 
riſes to a ſteady affection, founded on the 
worth of the object.” © I ſubſcribe to the 
juſtneſs of your opinions, madam, anſwered 
Miſs Maybank, but methinks you baniſh 
all thoſe delightful ideas that the poets and 
noveliſts aſcribe to the power of love, which 
we are told is the principal charm of life.” 
« Thoſe writers, replied Lady Beaumont, 
have done a world of miſchief, they have 
taught girls to languiſh for admiration, and 
to be impatient of becoming heroines of 
romance, to look out for adventures, and 
conſider their parents as unnatural guardians, 
whom they muſt ſtudy to over-reach and de- 
ceive: they point love and marriage in ſuch 

3 glowing 
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glowing colours as never did or will exiſt; 
for perfect happineſs is not to be found; and 
when a young woman gives up her time to 
ſuch romantic ſtudies, ſhe forms expeccta- 
tions which never can be realized, permits 
fancy to ſupercede judgment, and lays in for 
her future life a ſource of vexation, diſap- 
pointment and regret.” © Vet, ſaid Mit; 
Maybank, I think love ſhould be the ground- 
work of marriage.” „ grant it, replicd 
her ladyſhip, but it ſhould be love founded 
on eſteem, and not that paſſion which is 
raiſed by exteriors only, and which muſt 


end in diſappointment and diſguſt when the 


object becomes familiar, 


Love, in the married ſtate can only be 
kept alive by ſenſe, good-humour and an 
attention to pleaſe, even in the moſt minute 
things: no accidents can deſtroy the har- 
mony of a pair whoſe ſole delight is to oblige 
each other; no temptations can induce them 
to withdraw their affections, or wound the 
peace which reſts ſecurely on the boſom ot 

| love 
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ve and e the awuſements and 
gaities of the world, are with them but ſe- 
condary pleaſures which only ſerve to make 


domeſtic felicity more delightful; and the 
little rubs and unavoidable caſualties to which 
mortality is ſubject, are rendered leſs poig- 


nant by a mutual deſire of averting the 
ſtroke and adminiſtering conſolation ; ſuch a 
pair live happy, and reſpected even hy the 
profligate and thoughtleſs votaries of plea- 
ſure, and tranſmit to their children thoſe 
good principles, which, if followed, muſt en- 
ſure the happineſs of a riſing generation. 
Heaven grant, my dear Louiſa, added ſhe, 
warmly embracing her, that ſuch may be 
your lot, and pardon the garrulity of age 
which has run into ſuch obſervations as I am 


perſuaded you mult frequently have heard 
from you excellent mother.” 
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CHAP. XXV, 


A CONTRAST, 


ISS Maybank had attended with plea- 
ſure to Lady Beaumont's diſcourſe, 
when. a ſervant entered with a letter, on 


opening which Lady Beaumont found the 
following contents: 


« Madam, 


«I was very much ſurpriſed at receiving 

a letter from Mr. Bayley, your ſolicitor, 
which informed me of the death of my 
daughter, and that you deſigned to withdraw 
ö the 
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the annuity from me, which I think rather ex- 
traordinary, as I certainly was, and am a great 
ſufferer by your ſon; my daughter's death I 
lay to his charge, and the diſhonor reflected 
upon me by her imprudence, and his baſe- 
neſs is ſurely ſuch as deſerves all the amends 
in his power. You may remember, madam, 
you requeſted I would accept an annuity from 
you for the life of myſelf and my daughter; 
and although you thought fit to ſettle the an- 
nuity on her alone, yet, as a reparation 


ought to be made to me, and ſhe made over 


the bond to my uſe, I think myſelf juſtly en- 
titled to expect 1ts continuance; and, indeed, 
have contracted ſome debts under that ex- 
pectation, which I cannot well diſcharge if 
you withdraw your bounty: as to the two 
thouſand pounds 'tis mine of courſe; and 
for the unfortunate girl who brought all this 
trouble on me, had it not been for her ob- 
ſtinacy, and perhaps the advice of other peo- 
ple, ſhe might have accompanied me and 
have been alive and happy. I ſhall em- 
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power a perſon to call for all her effects, and 
hope you will not refuſe the continuance of 


the annuity. 
I am, madam, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


ANN RIVERS.” 


Indignation and aſtoniſhment overwhelm- 
ed Lady Beaumont for ſome moments, and 
ſhe read the letter twice before ſhe could 


give credit to its contents; that any woman 


could paſs over ſo ſlightly the death of a 


child under ſuch affecting circumſtances, and 


be deſirous of an annuity ſhe could not re- 
ceive but with diſhonor, ſhocked her ex- 
ceedingly ; Mrs. Rivers's extravagance too, 
in contracting debts, when ſhe had been ſo 
liberally ſupplied on quitting England, was 


unpardonable ;—neverthelels, Lady Beau- 


mont, after ſome deliberation, reſolved to 
remit her two hundred pounds for the dif- 
charge of thoſe debts, but abſolutely to re- 
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fuſe any further connection or correſpondence 
with her. Her ladyſhip aniwered the letter 
immediately, and after giving this abandon- 
ed woman leave to draw for the money, ſhe 
laſhed her moſt ſeverely for her want of ma- 
ternal affection, and for having, by her bad 
example and imprudent advice, ſent her 
daughter an early victim to the grave: in 
ſhort, ſhe repreſented her conduct in it's 
true colours; but cloſed the whole by aſſur- 
ing her, © that although ſhe withdrew the 
annuity and reprobated her behavior, yet, 
if hereafter ſhe ſhould endeavor to attone for 
her errors, ſhe would find a fiiend in Lady 
Beaumont, who was ever ready to encou- 
rage repentance, though ſhe would not ad- 
miniſter to vice or extravagance.” 


Having diſpatched this letter, which had 


recalled many very melancholy 1deas, the 


ladies retired to dreſs for the opera, whither 
they were to accompany Lady Stanley in the 


evening. Miſs Maybank reflected on the 
ſtory of Miſs Rivers, and no longer wonder- 
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ed at the errors of her conduct when ſhe 
conſidered the depravity of her mother. 
Good Heaven, exclaimed ſhe, had the pa- 
rent of whom death has deprived me, been 
equally diſſipated, extravagant and unprin- 
cipled, what errors might I have fallen into! 
—O, my dear, my revered inſtructreſs! 
may your Louiſa live to prove the benefits 
ariſing from maternal tenderneſs and a bright 
example; may ſhe be found deſerving the 
approbation of the worthy few, and enjoy 
that conſcious rectitude of heart which ſup- 
ported you under all your troubles, and en- 
abled you to inſtil into the mind of your 
child thoſe precepts of virtue which were in- 
delibly imprinted by your own meritorious 
conduct! how great are the obligations of 
children to good parents!“ —a ſigh on the 
recollection of her father, burſt forth but 
as ſhe never allowed herſelf to dwell on his 
failings, ſhe haſtily turned the current of her 
thoughts to other iubjects, 


Mis 
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Miſs Maybank had never been at the 
opera; and, in a few minutes after her en- 
trance, almoſt every glaſs in the houſe was 
levelled at her; unaccuſtomed to ſuch gene- 


ral obſervation, ſhe felt extremely confuſed 


and endeavored to ſhrink from notice by 
turning as much as poſſible from the audi- 
ence, and directing her attention to the ſtage; 
but, in a ſhort time, their box was filled 
with gentlemen, avowedly to pay their com- 
pliments to Lady Stanley but ſhe readily 
judged her fair companion was the magnet; 
and was diverted at receiving the homage 
ſo evidently intended for another, whilſt Sir 
Edward had enough to do in anſwering the 
repeated queition of, © Who is that charm- 
ing creature?“ the young lady was by no 
means inſenſible to the curiofity ſhe excited, 
though entirely indifferent to the perſons 
who intruded themſelves; 'till, by chance, 
throwing her eyes into the box, ſhe met 
thoſe of Sir Charles Frankly's intently fixed 
on her, He made her a profound bow, 
which ſhe returned, feeling her face glow at 
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his unexpected appearance; ſhe ſaw he was 2 
ſtranger to Sir Edward Stanley, and that he 
therefore made no attempt to join the party; 
but, before the entertainment concluded, 2 
gentleman in the ſame box with Sir Charles, 
talking frequently with Sir Edward, occa- 
ſioned a ſort of general converſation, which 
Sir Charles took the advantage of; and 
when the opera ended, preſented himſelf at 
the box door, and offered his hand to Lady 
Stanley, Miſs Maybank's being already en- 


gaged. As they waited in the coffee-room 


till their carriage could be drawn up, Si: 
Charles was introduced by his friend to Sir 
Edward ; and, oblerving he was known to 
their young companion, the Stanleys paid 
him very flattering attention, When they 
were conducted to their coach, Sir Edward 
politely thanked him for his civility to Lady 
Stanley, adding, he ſhould think himſclt 
happy to have an opportunity of cultivating 


his acquaintance; in conſequence of which 


Sir Charles promiſed to do himſelf the honor 
of paying his reſpects to her ladyſhip very 
TT oon: 
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oon: Though he had little power of addreſ- 
fing Miſs Maybank, ſhe felt conſcious that 
on her account he had ſought to be known 
to the Stanleys, and ſhe experienced fo much 
pleaſure from the idea, as on reflection gave 
her a little alarm, and, in ſpite of her en- 
deayors to be cheerful, threw her into a train 
of thinking ſhe wiſhed for leiſure to indulge. 
Lady Stanley ſpoke highly in praiſe of her 
beau as ſhe called him, and obſerved that 
his appearance and addreſs were elegant and 
plealing ; © I wonder, ſaid ſhe, from what 
part of the world this gentleman 1s emerged, 
for he is totally unlike the pretty tellows that 
croud public places; he is polite and well- 
bred without being a coxcomb.” © I be- 
lieve, anſwered Sir Edward, he is but juſt 
come from his travels, I have long had ſome 


little knowledge of his brother who introdu- 


ced him to me this evening, and who is a 
very reſpectable young clergyman, but you 
are acquainted with Sir Charles, Miſs May- 
bank ; pray has he been long in England?” 
believe only a few days, replied ſhe, I 

met 
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met him the other evening at Sir James 
Godfrey's, with whom he appears to be a 
great favorite,” © and ſo he is of mine, ſaid 
Lady Stanley, for his politeneſs to an old 
woman.” —< Don't be too vain on the dif. 
tinction, cried Sir Edward, ſmiling, re- 
member, he is freſh from a country where 
women are never old, and where men make 
no diſcrimination in their attention to the 
ladies in public at leaſt,” * Well, well, re- 
turned ſhe, you ſhall not put me out of con- 
ceit either with my beau or myſelf, and ! 
hope ſoon to be favoured with a viſit from 
him.” This chat brought them to Stan- 


hope-ſtreet. 


Lady Beaumont now aſked her niece how 
ſhe had been entertained? © Exceedingly in- 
deed, anſwered Miſs Maybank, the muſic and 
ſinging are delightful ; the dancing would 
be equally ſo, but for an indelicacy in the 
dreſs of the performers, which is, in my opi- 
nion, an inſult on the company ; but, per- 
haps I am ſingular in the idea, as it did no! 


appear | 


apt 
tha! 
rec 
am 
deli 
ther 
moe 


Mar 


feell 


we 7 
lies 
glec 
mor 
to tl 
unul 
pleat 
ſhe, 

knoy 
there 
tion 

there 
Char 
him 
or pr 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 183 


appear to ſtrike any perſon elſe in that light 
that I could perceive.” “C Cuſtom, my dear, 
reconciles us to every thing: nevertheleſs, I 
am rather ſurpriſed that the good taſte and 
delicacy of the Engliſh ladies does not make 
them ei. deavor to regulate ſuch a violation of 
modeſty, which, however it may ſuit the 
manners of the Italians, is contrary to the 
feelings of an Engliſh audience, but, indeed, 
we are making rapid ſtrides to copy the fol- 
lies and vices of other nations, while we ne- 
glect to adopt their virtues.” After a few 
more general obſervations the ladies retired 
to their apartments; Miſs Maybank felt an 
unuſual depreſſion of ſpirits, ſhe was diſ- 
pleaſed with herſelf; What folly, thought 
ſhe, to be intereſted about a man fo little 
known! however ſpecious his appearance, 
there is no Judging of his morals or diſpoſi- 
tion from a caſual acquaintance; let me 
therefore check this approbation of Sir 
Charles Frankly 'till a better knowledge of 
nim ſhall either authoriſe my good opinion, 
or prove him unworthy of it; 1 ſhould deſ- 

pile 
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piſe myſelf, if, like a giddy girl, I ſuffered 
my eye to miſlead my judgment.—< Ng, 
my dear mother! added ſhe with fervor, 
your Louiſa never will diſgrace your leſions, 
or forfeit her own approbation.” Having 
endeavored to compoſe her mind, ſhe retired 
to reſt, with a fixed reſolution to keep a 
ſtrict guard on her inclinations and to be 
guided by wiſdom and diſcretion only. 


Ld Sad et ans. 4 


CHAP, XXVII. 


AN UNEXPECTED OFFER, 


HE following morning, juſt as Lady 
Beaumont was preparing to go out, 


ſhe was informed Lady Summers and Mrs. 


Minors were at the door, ſhe readily went 
into 
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into the drawing room to receive them, and 
ſent her niece word of the viſit. Being 


about to leave Town for a few weeks, ſaid 


Lady Summers on her entrance, I called to 
pay my compliments to your Jadyſhip, and 
likewiſe to gratify the withes of my grand- 
daughter, who is deſirous of being admitted 
in the number of Miſs Maybank's friends.” 
Before any reply was made Miſs Maybank 
entered the room, and addreſſing both ladies 
with much politeneſs, Lady Summers re— 
peated the requeſt of Mrs. Minors, who ad- 
ded, © Unworthy as I may appear in your 


eyes, my dear Miſs Maybank, I cannot re- 


linguiſh my wiſh to be duitinguithed by your 


acquaintance, although | own myſelt unde- 


ſerving the favor.” © Youdo me, rnadam, 


both honor and pleaſure, replied Miſs May- 
bank, and I ſhall eſteem myſelf fortunate to 
profit by your goodneſs: no one but your- 
ſelf could ever make an obſervation ſo little 
to your advantage.” © Amiable Miſs May- 
bank, replied Lady Summers, I flatter my- 
elf you will have no cauſe to repent your 

condeſcention.“ 
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condeſcention.” Turning to Lady Beau- 


mont, ſhe added, © I have had the pleaſure 


of reconciling my ſon, Lord Summers, to 
his niece, on condition, indeed, that ſhe ne- 


ver more lives with Mr. Minors, which! 


believe there 1s little reaſon to apprehend; 
and do you know that he is quite charmed 


with Miſs Maybank,” © with me, madam! 


ſaid the young lady, I really do not recolle& 
Jever had the pleaſure of ſeeing his lord- 


ſhip” Perhaps not, replied ſhe, but he 
ſaw you twice in Kenſington-gardens with 


Lady Stanley, and once at an auction, and 
I ſhould not be ſurpriſed if you heard further 
on the ſubject, for with me he talks of no- 


thing elſe; and I know not, if being told 
that Mrs. Minors ſought to cultivate your 


acquaintance, did not plead more ſtrongly 


with him to admit of a reconciliation than 


any thing I could urge.” Lord Summers 
does Miſs Maybank honor by his approva- 
tion, ſaid Lady Beaumont, but as it 1 


founded on her appearance only, it may be 
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too tranſient for her to value herſelf on the 
diſt inction.“ 


Mrs. Minors having mentioned an inten- 
tion of calling on Lady Stanley, the ladies 
all agreed to go together, and accordingly 
the carriages were ordered and they drove 
off.—On their return to dinner Lord Sum- 
mers's ticket was delivered to Lady Beau- 
mont with a card containing his compliments, 
and that he begged leave to pay his reſpects 
to her the following morning ;—ſhe was a 
little ſurpriſed, though in ſome degree pre- 
pared by what Lady Summers had told her, 
and, giving the card to her niece ; © See, 
ſaid ſhe, the viſitor you have procured me, 
for I doubt not but to you I muſt attribute a 
favor ſo unexpected.“ Miſs Maybank read 
the card with more than indifference, with 
a kind of terror; and although ſhe had no 
right to preſcribe what viſitors her aunt 
ſhould admit, ſecretly wiſhed this noble 
Lord a thouſand miles off—however, ſhe 
lightly remarked, that his Lordſhip's being 


prepoſſeſſed 
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prepoſſeſſed in her favor by appearance 


only, gave her no very good opinion of him; 
ce But, perhaps, ſaid ſhe ſmiling, a more 
perfect view may deſtroy his predilection,” | 


Lady Beaumont was going to reply with 


ſome earneſtneſs, when a letter was brought 
in, which, to her infinite joy, ſhe ſaw came 
from her ſon; it was dated from Calais: they 
had an excellent paſſage, and were on the 
point of ſetting off for Liſle, and from thence 
meant to viſit Bruſſels, having relinquiſhed 
their intention of going through Germany 


till the ſpring ſhould be farther advanced; 


Sir William gave a tolerable account of his 
own health and ſpirits, and concluded with 


his affectionate wiſhes for the preſervation of 
his mother's and Miſs Maybank's. 


This letter, though ſhort, greatly delight- 
ed Lady Beaumont, and ſhe ſat down to 
dinner with more than uſual cheerfulnels, 
They had agreed to accompany Lady Sum- 
mers and Mrs. Minors to the play, for the 
latter no longer felt diſtreſſed by going into 

public. 
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public. — The ladies called in Stanhope- 
ſtreet, and, at an early hour, they all pro- 
ceeded together to Covent-Garden to ſee the 
Conſcious Lovers and Comus. They were 
ſcarcely ſeated in the ſtage box before, in 
the adjoining one, they obſerved Sir James 


and Lady Godfrey, Miſs Raikſon, Miſs 


Gerrard and Sir Charles Frankly; Sir Charles 
evidently ſought to obtain the notice of Miſs 
Maybank, and Lady Godfrey whiſpered her; 
« To-morrow morning I intend calling on 
you; I have a thouſand things to ſay ; and 
though hurried to death by impertinent viſi- 
tors, muſt, in compaſſion to a worthy friend, 
deny myſelf to-morrow, and fly to you.” 


Miſs Maybank, though much agitated, aſ- 


ſured her, the viſit would do her an infinite 
deal of pleaſure; and the curtain being juſt 
drawn up, their attention to the ſtage pre- 
vented all further converſation. At the end 


of the firſt act, their box door was opened, 


and a gentleman appeared whom Lady Sum- 
mers introduced as her ſon: Louiſa received 
his compliments in fome confulion, but in- 

ſtantly 
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ſtantly recogniſed in him, a gentleman whoſe 
very particular attention in Kenſington-gar- 


dens had given her ſome pain, though ſhe did 


not then know his name; and having at that 
time been diſpleaſed with him, ſhe did not 
feel herſelf at all more diſpoſed in his favor 
when he was announced as Lord Summers, 
He choſe, however, to profit by his intro- 
duction, was particular in his attentions, 
and appeared ſo entirely engroſſed by the 
pleaſure of ſeeing her, asto neglect the amuſe- 
ment on the ſtage, and the company in the 
box. Miſs Maybank, diſtreſſed at his de- 
voirs, endeavored to diſengage herſelf from 
his converſation by her attention to Bevil and 
Indiana in whoſe diſtreſſes ſhe was deeply 
intereſted ; but Lady Godfrey, pulling her 
ſleeve, aſked the name of her beau; in turn- 
ing to anſwer her queſtion ſhe met the eyes 
of Sir Charles, and was ſurpriſed to obſerve, 
he appeared pale and dejected; the earneſt- 
neſs of his looks, and the melancholy viſible 
in his countenance, diſconcerted her, ſhe 
bluſhed, and felt concerned: Lord Summers, 

however, 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 193 


however, did not permit her to make much 
obſervation ; he exerted himſelf to amuſe her 
by his remarks on the performance and the 
company, which, at another time, and from 
another perſon, might have ſucceeded; but, 
at preſent, ſhe experienced ſuch painful ſen- 
{ations as deprived her of all power of being 
entertained, and ſhe was truly rejoiced when 
the curtain dropped: ſhe had been in tears 
during the laſt a& of the play, which had 
drawn a hundred fine ſpeeches on her ſenſi- 
bility from his lordſhip: when the play end- 
ed, ſhe turned haſtily to her aunt; © Do we 
ſtay the entertainment, adam?“ © By all 
means, my dear, anſwered her ladyſhip, 
you will hear one of the firſt ſingers in the 
world in the ſong of ſweet echo.” Though 
extremely fond of muſic, Miſs Maybank, 
at this time, would gladiy have given 'up 
the pleaſure of hearing the ſong to be rid of 
ner companion ; ſhe was, however, obliged 
to ſubmit, and reſolving to give her atten- 
tion to the performance, ſhe requeſted, in a 
grave tone, thak his lordſhip would be ſilent; 
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he inſtantly complied ; but, at the conclu- 
ſion of the piece, ſeized her hand to conduct 
her to her carriage; ſhe took leave of her 
friends in the next box, and received a very 
profound bow from Sir Charles, with a look 
expreſſive of ſo much ſorrow as greatly af- 


feed her. 


On their return to Stanhope-ſtreet ſhe was 
evidently out of ſpirit, and begged leave to 
decline ſupper and haſten to bed. In the 
morning, when they met at the breakfaſt 
table, Lady Beaumont exclaimed, © Upon 
my word, Louiſa, you muſt give up rak- 
ing; your countenance tells me you have 
had no reſt, are you not well, my dear?” 
A head-ach only, madam, ſhe replied, which 
a little air will carry off; and Lady Godfrey 
promiſed to call and take me in her carriage 


to Hyde-park.” © I am glad of it, return- 


ed her ladyſhip, I muſt ſtay at home to re- 
ceive Lord Summers; but, as your name 
was not mentioned in the card, you are at 


liberty to diſpoſe of yourſelf as you pleaſe,” 
3 Very 


al 
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Very ſoon after breakfaſt Lord Summers was 


announced, and Miſs Maybank withdrew to 


the dreſſing room to wait for Lady Godfrey. 


Lord Summers, on his entrance, apolo- 
gized to Lady Beaumont for his early viſit, 
which was prompted by impatience, he ſaid, 


to open his heart to her on a ſubject of much 


importance to his happineſs;” In fine, ma- 


dam, added he, I wait on you to requeſt 


your permiſſion to pay my addreſſes to your 


charming niece; I am, 'tis true, ſome years 
older than Miſs Maybank, but a man of 
forty with an excellent conſtitution, is not, 


I think, to be deemed an improper match 


for a young lady; my fortune is very conſi- 


derable, and ſettlements ſhall be made equal 
to the higheſt expectations of her friends :;— 
will you permit me to aſk if the young lady 
has any pre- engagement?“ © I believe, my 
lord, replied Lady Beaumont, I may ven- 
ture to ſay ſhe has not; but, on the ſubje& 
your lordſhip has done me the honor to 
mention, I am not empowered to ſpeak, 

1 Lord 
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Lord Maybank, my brother, has the ſole 
diſpol; »f his daughter's hand; and, with- 


out his concurrence, I cannot admit any 
viſits avowedly to addreſs her.” © I honor 


your prudence, madam, and to Lord May- 
bank I ſhall inſtantly write ; but, may I flat- 


ter myſelf you will have no objection if I ob- 


tain his permiſſion?” The power of accept- 
ing, or rejecting, my lord, does not lay with 
me; but yet, if you will permit me to ſpeak 
my ſentiments, I freely confeſs I think there 
is too great a diſparity of years between you 
and Miſs Maybank ; for though, certainly, 
your lordſhip may be ſaid to be in the prime 


of life, yet, my niece is ſo very young, that 


before ſhe arrives at that period you mult be 
far advanced; and the diſproportion would 
appear much greater fifteen or ſixteen years 
hence than even now.” I am ſorry that is 
your opinion, madam, ſaid he, evidently diſ- 


85 compoled, but I am too much attached to 


Miſs Maybank to relinquiſh the hope of 


being agreeable to her, though I will not 


preſume to viſit her without her father's ſanc- 
tion: 


CWP 
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tion: I flatter myſelf I may depend on your 
ladyſhip's candour, and reſt aſſured that you 
will not prejudice her againſt me?” * You 


may, my lord; and if my brother approves 


and my niece has no objection, I certainly 
ſhall think my family honored by your lord- 
ſhip's offer.” This ſpeech ſmoothed his 
brow, and with many compliments and pro- 
feſſions of eſteem for her ladyſhip, and adora- 


tion of Miſs Maybank, he took leave. 


Previous to waiting on Lady Beaumont he 


had enquired minutely into the character of 
her brother, and gained a knowledge of his 


tyrannical mercenary diſpoſition, with his 


preſent low connection, and little regard for 
his daughter; and as Lord Summers, though 


proud, haughty, and violent in his paſſions, 
was totally indifferent as to pecuniary mat- 
ters, and, where rank abounded, never 
troubled himfelf about money, he wrote 
immediately to Lord Maybank, requeſting 
leave to addreſs his daughter, and offering 


ſuch noble ſettlements without the leaſt en- 


quiry relative to her fortune, as plainly 
K 3 proved 
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proved his violent paſſion, and appeared ex- 
preſſive of great generoſity. 


In the mean time Lady Godfrey had cal- 
led on Miſs Maybank, and being ſhewn to 
the dreſſing- room was alarmed at the pale- 


neſs of her countenance; © Are you not- 


well?” ſhe haftily cried, “ Not perfectly ſo, 
anſwered Louiſa, I have a head-ach, and 
did not reſt well.” „Ah! returned the 
other, ſmiling, but 'tis better to have the 
head-ach than the heart-ach, which 15 the 
caſe with my poor friend.” What friend!“ 
aſked Miſs Maybank, „Sir Charles Frank. 


Iy;“ and ſeeing Louiſa bluſh, * I ſee, ad- 


ded ſhe, © ou are conſcious of the theſt 
you have committed, and I hope diſpoſed to 
make reparation for the offence : but, to be 
ſerious, my dear Miſs Maybank, although 
] can boaſt but a very ſhort acquaintance 
with you, I have been prevailed on by Sir 
James to acquaint you with a circumſtance 
in which he is deeply intereſted, You have 
ſeen. Sir Charles Frankly, therefore, of his 
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perſon and manners I ſay nothing; but Sir 


James, whoſe judgment I have an implicit - 


confidence in, aſſures me, he is ſenſible, well- 
informed and a man of ſtrict morals and in- 
tegrity; the ſenſibility and goodneſs of his 
heart, Sir James illuſtrated to me by a little 
anecdote which you muſt permit me to relate 
to you in his own words. The late Sir Charles 
Frankly, having loſt an amiable wife ſoon 


after the birth of his ſecond ſon, was for 
ſome months inconſolable; but me, which 


blunts the edge of affliction, ſubdued his, 
and before the year of mournipg expired, he 
caſt his eyes on a young Woman, who, born 


of poor but reputable parents, ſubſiſted chief- 


ly by her needle in going out to work for 


the neighbouring families — this unhappy 
girl he became enamoured of, and by thoſe 
arts and contrivances in which mankind are 
too well verſed, triumphed over her virtue, 
and rendered her wretched for ever. He was 
paſſionately fond of her, and his ſons being 


at ſchool, ſhe lived in the houſe and govern- 


ed his family with the higheſt reputation, a 
K 4 perſon 
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perſon in her degraded ſtate could poftibl; 
obtain: ſhe had ſeveral children whom ſhe 
loſt; and at the time of Sir Charles's deat!:, 


which was about three years ſince, one daugh- 
ter only remained, (who was placed at a 


boarding-ſchcol,) and two boys, the <del 


about five years old. The preient Sir Char'cs 
was juſt of age when his {ather died, his bro. 


ther Henry was at the univerſity, intending 


to take orders; their father had amply ſ.p- 
ported them, and ſpared no expence in their 
education, but very ſeldom ſaw them for ob- 


vious reaſons. He was ill only three days, 
and on the ſecond, when his phyſicians pro- 


nounced his caſe deſperate, ſhe ſent off an 


_ expreſs to his ſons, who arrived a few hours 


before his death; they found him perfectly 
ſenſible and rejoiced to ſee them, though too 
much reduced to hold any converſation but 


in broken ſentences; taking his ſon Charles 
by the hand; Let my example, ſaid he, 


teach you to ſhun vice—I ſeduced Mrs. 
Marſhall from virtue, —ſhe was good and 
amiable; — I have been her bittereſt enemy 


1 
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J have entailed on her and her innocent chil- 
dren calumny and contempt -I have made 
no proviſion - reſpect their diſtreſſes,—to 
your generoſity I bequeath them delayed 
making a will, —'tis now too late. My dear 


ſons be virtuous and be happy never vio- 


late innocence, but reſpect the virtuous in 
every ſituation may your laſt hours be hap- 
pier than mine!” then, lifting up his hands, 
he implored mercy and expired.— His ſons 
were deeply affected; Henry found himſelf 
dependent on his brother, for their mother, 
though of a good family, had a very trifling 
fortune, and her jointure reverted to Sir 
Charles. Mrs. Marſhall ſhut herſelf up in 
an agony of ſorrow, expecting her diſmiſſion 
every moment, as ſhe well knew no pro- 
viſion was made for her, though the late 
Sir Charles continually talked of making 
a ſettlement for her and her children, but 
delayed it 'till too late: ſhe ſent Sir Charles 
the keys of every thing and waited his com- 
mands with trembling anxicty: —after a few 
bours indulgence of his grief, he wrote a note 
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to Mrs. Marſhall, requeſting, as a favor, 
that ſhe would reſume the management of 
the houſe; he ordered elegant mourning for 
herſelf and her children, and told her, that if 


ſhe choſe to have any particular ſitting room 


in the houſe for her own uſe, he would not 


intrude into it, but with her leave:—then, 
going to his brother's apartment : © My dear 
Henry, ſaid he, how great are my obliga- 
tions to my honored father for giving me an 
opportunity of proving my traternal regard— 
we are joint heirs, my dear brother, and one 
half of my father's fortune 1s your's.” 


Henry beheld him with aſtoniſhment; for 
ſome moments he graſped his hand unable to 
ſpeak ; but, when he had the power of ut- 
terance, a friendly contention took place; 


how unlike the generality of mercenary bro- 


thers! Sir Charles was, however, obliged 
to agree to a compromiſe ; his eſtate was 
five thouſand a year, beſides a great deal of 
ready money; Henry determined to get into 


orders, all he would accept was twenty thou- 
ſand 
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fand poynds; © Tis a noble fortune, and 
much more than ever I ſhall want, ſaid he, 
particularly as the living in your gift is eight 
hundred a year, and held for me 'till I am 
ordained; which living, I dare ſay, my fa- 
ther thought a ſufficient proviſion.” Sir 
Charles, finding him determined, gave up 
the point; And now, ſaid he, tis neceſ- 
ſary to conſult about what can be done with 


Mrs. Marſhall and her children; I wiſh to 


make her eaſy at once, for tis cruel to leave 
an afflicted mind in doubt and deſpair; there 
is a ſmall eſtate juſt by, of about three hun- 
dred pounds a year, I think to ſettle that on 
her and her heirs, beſides giving a decent 
ſum to the children, whoſe intereſt I ſhall 
conſider as my own: her character in every 


point of view, but one, has been unexcep- 


tionable; and as we cannot condemn that 


error without reflecting on the memory of a 


man, whoſe character it becomes us to hold 
lacred, with us ſhe ought to ſtand wholly 
excuſed. Poor woman! I pity, from my 


ſoul, her preſent ſituation; and therefore 
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ſhall haſten to make her eaſy if you approve 
my deſigns in her favor.” Henry warmly 
applauded his brother's generoſity, and Sir 
Charles inſtantly wrote to her and mentioned 
his intentions in her behalf, adding, He 
would give her children five thouſand pounds 
each, and always look on them as his neareſt 
relations; that deſigning to go abroad for 
two or three years, he ſhould requeſt the 
favor of her continuance in that houſe during 
his abſence, to fuperintend every thing ex- 
actly as ſhe had been accuſtomed to do in his 
father's life time.” 7 


Mrs. Marſhall was overpowered by ſuch 
unexpected goodneſs, and we may ſuppoſe 
her feelings when ſhe ſaw Sir Charles, muſt 
have produced a very pathetic ſcene: he ful- 
filled all his deſigns, ſaw every one made 
happy by his generoſity, and then went 
abroad, Sir James's joy at his return—you 
were a witneſs to, but his kind. viſit to us was 
productive of an event on which his future 
happineſs depends. And now, my dear Miſs 


Maybapk, 


* * N 
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Maybank, before I proceed, tell me your 
opinion of Sir Charles from what you have 
ſeen and from what I have related? - Louiſa 
was extremely confuſed, her heart bore teſti- 
mony to the virtues of a character ſo excel- 
lent, and ſhe felt deeply intereſted in every 
thing related of him, but the acquaintance, 
ſo recent, would by no means warrant a free 
explanation of her ſentiments ; ſhe, therefore, 
with ſome heſitation, rephed, © I certainly 
think, Sir Charles Frankly very agreeable as 
to his appearance, and the little hiſtory you 
have related gives me a very high idea of the 


goodneſs of his heart; but as no character is 


abſolutely perfect, and we know not what 
may be the ſhades in his, tis impoſlible to 
form a deciſive opinion of his merits on a 
very ſhort acquaintance.” From your 
good ſenſe and diſcretion, my dear Miſs 
Maybank, I might have expected ſuch an 
anſwer to my queſtion; and you, I am ſure, 
will forgive my partiality to the opinion of 
Sir James, whoſe warm commendations of 


his friend have intereſted me much in his 


favor 3 
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favor ; and now for the motives which have 
induced me to mention this ſubject. The 
evening Sir Charles ſaw you at our houſe, he 
confeſfed himſelf exceflively ſtruck with your 


perſon ; I muſt tell you his very words; «] 


think Miſs Maybank the moſt intereſting 
young woman J ever beheld, hundreds, per- 


_ haps, are more beautiful, though ſhe is truly 
lovely in her face and figure; but *tis the ex. 


preſſion of her countenance, the ſweetneſ, 
the elegance of her manners; ſo modeſt, 


eaſy, and unaffected, and * Hold, hold, 


my dear madam! cried Miſs Maybank, if 
I could bear to hear, or hearing, believe ! 
deſerved all thoſe fine encomiums you are 
laviſhing on me, I ſhould forfeit every preten- 
ſion to modeſty ;—ſo pray ſpare me.” © Well, 
replied Lady Godfrey, ſmiling, I will not 
wound your delicacy, though, at ſecond 
hand ; but only tell you, your merits, ſuch 


as they are, have entirely fubdued the heart 
of Sir Charles Frankly, but as we could 


not inform him whether or no your affections 
are diſengaged, he entreated me to make the 
enquiry 
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enquiry previous to his viſiting here with Sir 
James and myſelf: © If, ſaid he, I am fo 
unfortunate as to be too late in my applica- 
tion to Miſs Maybank, I muſt ſee her no 


more; I ſhall then go into the country for a 


time at leaſt, and attend to the improvement 
of my eſtates, in order to amuſe my mind ; 
if on the contrary no man has yet ſuc- 
ceeded in making himſelf acceptable, I may 
hope to be admitted as a candidate for her 
favor, and to be accepted or rejected, as on 
a further acquaintance I ſhall appear to de- 
ſerve, and now my amiable friend what do 
you ſay to my commiſſion?” „ I am ex- 
tremely obliged to your ladyſhip for your 
good opinion, which has induced you to en- 
ter into this ſubject: I have never yet receiv- 


ed the addreſſes of any man, and permit me 


to ſay, I never will, without the approbation 
of my friends; yet, 1 ſhould think very 
meanly of that gentleman's delicacy, who 


could apply to them without having, from 


a long acquaintance with me, impreſſed me 
with ſuch a favorable idea of his morals, ge- 
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neroſity and goodneſs of heart, as might en- 
title him to think he poſſeſſed my eſteem. 
A premature declaration of love which can 
be founded on perſonal merits only, is in my 
opinion an inſult on the underſtanding of any 
woman, and no recommendation to the 


haſty declarer. As a friend of Sir James 


Godfrey's I ſhall be happy to ſee Sir Charles 
at any time with your ladyſhip ; in any other 
light I muſt beg to be excuſed receiving him 
until I am better acquainted with his merits, 
and he is juſtified in his preſent too favor- 
able opinion of mine.” ] am at leaſt juſ- 
tified, (ſaid Lady Godfrey, in my opinion 
of your good ſenſe and. delicacy, nor will 
Sir Charles, I am ſure, give you reaſon to 
doubt his reſpect and diſcretion ; that you 
were free, was all he wiſhed to learn, and to 
be admitted as a common viſitor is all he 
has a right to expect at preſent; and to pre- 
vent your feeling any embarraſſment when 
you ſee him, I muſt declare to you, I have 
exceeded ray commiſſion ; he requeſted me 


not to mention. his particular admiration, 
| but 
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but ſimply to obtain information if any gen- 
tleman had been accepted: but you ſee my 
imprudence; I could not keep my ſecret, 
and to own the truth, wiſhed to impreſs you 
with a favorable idea of him; fo, have the 
goodneſs to pardon me, and think the more 


highly of his diſcretion at my expence.” 
*« You can never err but with a good deſign, 


anſwered Miſs Maybank, and I thank you 
for your candour, which has, I confeſs, re- 
lieved me from the difficulty you appre- 
hended. The ladies then proceeded to 
Hyde-Park, and having enjoyed a very 
pleaſant airing, Miſs Maybank returned juſt 


in time to dreſs for. dinner, 


After dinner, when the ſervants were 
withdrawn ; Lady Beaumont acquainted her 
niece that Lady Summers and Mrs. Minors 
were ſet off for Caftle-Hill in Berkſhire, and 
then repeated the purport of my lord's viſit 


- Miſs Maybank was aſtoniſhed; © Lord 


Summers addreſs me! faid ſhe in a tone of 
ſurpriſe, ſurely he muſt be out of his ſenſes! 
1 Why 
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© Why doubtleſs, anſwered Lady Beau- 


mont, there is ſome difference in your ages; 
but Lord Summers is not an old nor a dif. 
agreeable man.“ „ Certainly not, madam, 
ſaid her niece, and it was far from my inten- 
tion to draw any compariſons reſpecting his 
age, or perſon, my ſurpriſe ariſes from his 
entertaining ſo ſtrong a partiality ſor one with 
whom he is fo little acquainted as to know 
neither her diſpoſition or underſtanding, Tis 
at leaſt a compliment to your perſon, replied 
Lady Beaumont, ſmiling, “but you will not 
think it a proof of his good ſenſe, or the 
judgment expected at his time of life; but 
pray, my dear madam, what was your an- 
{wer ? Lady Beaumont having repeated what 
paſt; © ſurely, ſaid Miſs Maybank, his lord- 
ſhip will not think of applying to my father: 


ah! madam, why did you make ſuch a re- 


ference? I could not affront him by a retu- 
ſal without aſſigning ſome reaſon, replicd 
Lady Beaumont, nor indeed do I think my- 
ſelf authoriſed to refuſe or accept without my 
brother's concurrence; and I think you 

would 
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would not have been pleaſed had I left the 


matter to your determination.— I don't 
know that I ſhould, bur I ſhall be very un- 
happy if my father gives his ſanction to the 
addreſſes of Lord Summers.” © Don't make 
yourſelf uneaſy my dear, replied her lady- 
ſhip, I have too good an opinion of your 
father to ſuppoſe he will deny you the liberty 
of rejecting any offer you can reaſonably ob- 
ject to, and if you approve of it I will write 
him on the ſubject and tell him you with to 
decline the addreſſes of Lord Summers. 
This propoſal accorded with the wiſhes of 


| Miſs Maybank, and enabled her to reſume 


her uſual compoſure ſo as to accompany her 
aunt to a rout at Lady Mandeville's in the 
evening, where ſhe met her good friends the 
Stanley's, Warner's, Sir James and Lady 


Godfrey, Mr. and Mrs. Hargrave and Sir 


Charles Frankly. It being her firſt appear- 
ance at a public rout, ſhe was honored with 
very particular attention, and among others 
Lord Delmot, who had been mighty aſſidu- 
ous about Mrs, Minors, 'till her retiring to 


the 
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the houſe of her grandmother threw him at x 
diſtance from her converſation, and hearing 
ſhe had left Town he gave up the purſuit 


and was at liberty to be attracted by other 
objects. 


Lord Delmot was one of thoſe very 
faſhionable men who make gallantry the 
chief buſineſs of their lives, and look on every 
man's wife or daughter as fair game for 
their libertine purſuits, reſtrained by no ſen- 
timents of honor, checked by no feelings of 
generoſity or humanity, they ſcruple not to 
deceive and betray under the ſanction of gal- 
lantry and faſhion, and conſider every in- 
trigue in which they ſucceed as an addition- 
al feather in their cap, and a paſſport to the 
admiration of the ladies. Shame to the li- 
centious manners of the age which can in- 
duce modeſt, amiable young women to ad- 
mit ſuch men of their parties! What refor- 
mation can be expected from the profligate 
when their vices are tolerated, and often- 


times applauded by thoſe females of W_ 
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who ought to make a ſtand againſt them, 


and by a juſt and laudable indignation, ba- 
niſh them the houſes of the great and com- 


pel them at Leaſt, 


« To aſſume a virtue, if they have it not.“ 


Lord Delmot no ſooner beheld Miſs May- 
bank than he was inſtantly charmed, he fol- 
lowed her like her ſhadow, took every op- 
portunity of addreſſing her, and could not 
be repulſed by the coldneſs of her manner, 


or indifference, with which his gallantries 


were received. Sir Charles Frankly felt the 


utmoſt inquietude, he approached her with 
that diffidence and reſpect which beſpoke a 
real admiration, and 


“ Where more is meant, than meets the ear.“ 


He beheld the troubleſome importunities of 


Lord Delmot with indignation ſcarcely to be 
repreſſed, and when he conſidered his lord- 


ſhip's rank, ſuperior fortune, and his repu- 


tation as a moſt Elegant faſhionable man, he 
trembled for pu ſucceſs, and doubted 
his own pretenſions to her favor, Before the 

company 


214 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


company broke up Lord Delmot took an 
opportunity of advancing to Lady Beaumont 
and politely bowing, though I have not the 
honor of being known to your ladyſhip, I 
hope you will permit me to pay my reſpects 
to you and Miſs Maybank, when your doors 
are opened to any of our common friends? your 
lordſhip does me great honor, replied Lady 
Beaumont, very gravely, but as my reſidence 


in Town will be very ſhort, I muſt deny my- 


ſelf the favour you intend me this ſeaſon— 
His lordſhip turned on his heel evidently diſ- 
compoſed, and Sir Charles who had marked 
his addreſs, felt pleaſure in proportion to the 
mortification of the other, and when, on tak- 
ing leave he had the happineſs of handing 

Miſs Maybank to her carriage, he was re- 
minded by Lady Beaumont, the expected to 
ſee him the following day with Sir James and 
Lady Godfrey—delighted with an invitation 
ſo conſonant to his wiſhes he aſſured her of 
his ready attendance; and when the carriage 
drove off, was in ſuch harmony of ſpirits as 


excited the raillery of his agreeable friends on 
the 
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the little circumſtances which convey Inex- 


preſſible delight to a real lover. 


On their return to Stanhope-ſtreet, Lady 
Beaumont remarked on the forward behavior 
of Lord Delmot; I believe I rather rudely 
repreſſed his deſire of viſiting here, but I 
wiſhed to ſhow my diſlike of him, his cha- 
racter is deteſtable, and I am aſtoniſhed la- 
dies of reputation wil admit him to their 
houſes ; he certainly had very unjuſtifiable 
deſigns on Mrs. Minors, and I know not if 


we ought to regret thoſe misfortunes which 


have placed her out of the power of ſuch 
wretches as himſelf. I am rejoiced at his 
repulſe ſaid Miſs Maybank, for I never met 
a man ſo impertinently troubleſome. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


UNEXPECTED DIFFICULTIES, 


one morning Lady Beaumont was informed 
Lord Summers was 1n the drawing room, 
ſhe was a little alarmed as foreſeeing what 
mult have occaſioned a ſecond viſit, on en- 
tering the roo:n, after the common compli- 
ments, his lordſhip proceeded to buſineſs 
and preſenting her with a ſmall packet, I 
had the honor of receiving this letter from 
Lord Maybank, and hope the contents will 
meet your ladyſhip's approbation.“ Lady 
Beaumont opening her packet found one for 
Miſs Maybank, and the contents * her own 
was as follows: 


FE W days paſt on without any thing 
new or particular taking place, When, 
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« My Dear Siſter, 


cc Lord Summers has done me the honor 
of requeſting my permiſſion to addreſs my 
daughter, as his lordſhip's offers are truly 
generous and exceeds any expectations Louiſa 
has a right to adopt, I moſt readily aſſent to 
his wiſhes, and hope you will join with me 
in perſuading my daughter to be grateful for 
his lordſhip's attentions and that no unneceſ- 
fary delay on her part may impede the com- 
pletion of an union every way fo deſirable and 
conſonant to my wiſhes. 


+ an; 
My dear Siſter, 
Your affectionate Brother, 


MAYBANK.,” 


Much diſconcerted at the peruſal of this 
letter, Lady Beaumont fat with her eyes 
fixcd on it much longer than was neceſſary to 
read it twice over, till his lordſhip, growing 
a little impatient - may I flatter myſelf with 
your ladyſhip's intereſt, now I have obtained 

vol. 11, L the 
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the conſent of Lord Maybank? demanded 
he in a very earneſt manner,—My lord, re. 
plied Lady Beaumont, we are certainly 
much honored in the alliance you propoſe, 
but you muſt pardon me, if the moſt certain 
conviction of the miſeries which attend a 
marriage with.Out a previous knowledge of the 
morals and diſpoſitions of both gentleman 

and lady, cauſes me to heſitate in the ap- 
probation you require, My niece appears 
to me truly amiable, but ſhe has had no 
difficulties to encounter, no diſappointments 
to contend with, therefore her character can 
hardly be decided on. As to your lordſhip's 
character that I am entirely unacquainced 
with, but by public report;—and Hat, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, interrupting her, I may venture 
to ſay, is in my favor. I hope and believe ts, 
replied her ladyſhip, but if you are boch 
equally good and reſpectable, there ought to 
be a reciprocal eſteem before a marriage ! 


abſolutely determined on. Well, madam, 


anſwered his lordſhip, and that is what ] am 
deſirous to cultivate, and now that I have 
my 


k, 


|| ms — 25 SA — 


„ „„ „ OA trend fans tg Cond ©» . got ped 


ne — Oo 


— 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 219 
my paſſport in my hand, I may preſume to 
hope I ſhall not be denied the liberty of viſit= 
ing Miſs Maybank? certainly not, my lord, 
ſaid ſhe, and if my niece ſhould happily ap- 
prove your lordſhip's addreſſes, I do aſſure 
you, not the ſmalleſt objection will be made 
on my part, for I have a great eſteem for 
Lady Summers, and am very ſenſible of the 


honor you deſign my family. 


This polite ſpeech ſmoothed his lordſhip's 
brow, and, after requeſting permiſſion to 
take tea with them in the evening, he de- 
parted tolerably well ſatisfied for a ſpirit ſo 
haughty as his. Tis certain to an unpre— 
judiced mind there could not appear any 


reaſonable objection to Lord Summers —his 


perſon was really very pleaſing, and he might 
have paſſed for two or three and thirty; his 


eſtate was immenſe, his morals in the gene- 


ral ſenſe of the word among the polite world, 
was unexceptionable. But he was violent, 
haughty and faſtidious to a degree, could 
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bear no oppoſition to his will, and never 


gave up a point he was determined to carry, 
yet, as theſe traits of his character were not 
generally known, many ladies had fpread their 
nets for Lord Summers, many mothers had 
courted his alliance, and many had been 
deeply mortified in their ill ſucceſs to partake 
of his lordſhip's great fortune, and com- 
mand his beautiful equipage; no wonder, 
therefore, that he expected an overture from 
him ſhould be gladly received, and that he 
was diſpleaſed with Lady Beaumont's cold- 
neſs; but having been highly gratified by 
Lord Maybank's letter, and tolerably recon- 


ciled by the laſt ſpeech of Lady Beaumont, 


he entertained no doubt of his ſucceſs with 
the young lady. 


In the mean time Miſs Maybank had ſuffer- 
ed the moſt painful ſuſpence during his viſit, 
and the moment his chariot drove off, flew 
down to her aunt, who had plainly the traces 
of vexation on her countenance, and was 
Once 
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once more peruſing her brother's ſhort, 
though peremptory epiſtle—what news, my 
dear madam? cried ſhe, with evident anxiety 
—here is a letter for you, my dear, replied 
her ladyſhip, and one I have likewiſe receiv- 
ed from your father ; ſhe gave her both the 
letters, and watched her countenance, whilſt 


ſhe read them— Miſs Maybank turned pale 


at the firſt lines, and before ſhe had finiſhed, 
burſt into tears. Good Heavens! ſaid ſhe, 
how can my father ſo peremptorily com- 
mand me to receive Lord Summers as a 
huſband without knowing his character and 
diſpoſition, no, I cannot obey him, I can- 
not accept the hand of Lord Summers ! 


Conſider what you ſay, my dear girl, ſaid 


her ladyſhip, very mildly; you are ready to 
blame your father for ſo haſtily approving, 
are not you equally wrong in being ſo ready 
to diſapprove - you know as little of his lord- 
ſhip as your father does, and therefore ought 
not to be prejudiced in his disfavor; juſtice 
obliges me to ſay, that the public voice is in 

L 3 the 
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the favor of Lord Summers who is generally 
eſteemed - do not be haſty in your reſolves, 
obey your father, receive his viſits, and with 
an unbiaſſed mind judge for yourſelf. —Y oy 
are very good, my dear madam, to reprove 
me fo gently, for I acknowledge I was wrong 
In deciding ſo peremptorily, and I ſhould be 
much more ſo if I had any reſerves to you— 


ſhe then briefly related the converſation which 


had paſſed ſome days before between Lady 
Godfrey and herſelf, and concluded, with a 
candid confeſſion, that hitherto Sir Charles 
Frankly ſtood higher in her eſteem than any 
other gentleman, but as he had never yet 
particularly addreſſed her, ſhe certainly was 
entirely at liberty to reject or entertain any 
gentleman, and ſhe hoped her heart was 
equally free—I hope ſo too, replied Lady 
Beaumont, becauſe I know my brother's 
diſpoſition, and fear he will not be perſuad- 
ed to relinquiſh an offer ſo much for your 
advantage in point of fortune, and which 
really appears unexceptionable, unleſs the 
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ly balance of a few years ſhould be deemed ſo. 
en I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf, madam, replied Miſs 
th Maybank, if that were to be my only ob- 
ou jection, for really Lord Summers is a very 
ve WM agreeable man, and you ſhall find, my dear 
ng aunt, that I will not be governed by capri- 
be cious motives, nor like a romantic girl, 


fancy I muſt be dying tor love before I mar- 
ry; J will receive both. gentlemen as com- 
mon viſitors, and it fhall depend on them- 
ſelves to obtain a preference which never 
ſhall be lightly given. My dear good girl, 
ſaid Lady Beaumont, embracing her, may 
Heaven direct your choice, and may you be 
as happy as you deſerve; for my own part, 
1 muſt be neuter, and I dare confide in your 
principles, that you will determine as honor, 
your own inclinations, and reverence to your 
father's will, can be reconciled together. 


Miſs Maybank, after dinner, retiring to- 
her own apartment, once more peruſed her 
letter, and was much hurt to obſerve nothing 


Was 
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was left to her choice, ſhe was commanded 
to receive Lord Summers as her deſigned 
huſband, and conſidering her father was a 
ſtranger to both his perſon and principles, 
though /be could object to neither, ſhe could 
not help feeling the command was a harſh 
one, and dictated more from pride and con- 
ſideration of fortune, than a regard to her 
happineſs; nevertheleſs, ſo highly ſhe thought 
of filial obedience, that ſhe determined, if no. 
thing very objectionable appeared in Lord 
Summers, ſhe would ſacrifice a growing in- 
clination to the duty ſhe owed her father. 


In the evening Lord Summers was an- 
nounced, dreſſed in the moſt elegant ſtyle, 
Mr. and Mrs. Warner were the only com- 
pany preſent, having paid his general com- 
pliments, he advanced to Miſs Maybank; 1 
fatter myſelf, madam, you will pardon this 
liberty which Lord Maybank has the good- 
neſs to indulge me with—every friend of my 
father's, my lord, has a claim to my reſpect. 
He 


ſ 
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He bowed, but felt the coldneſs of the word 


reſpect, which rather threw him at a diſtance, 
and recalled that difference in years which he 
was deſirous ſhould be forgotten. He was, 
however, ſenſible and intelligent, talked 
agreeably on ſeveral ſubjects, and Miſs May- 
bank could not refuſe to acknowledge, Lord 
Summers had a right to challenge eſteem, 
and to be received with pleaſure, and as he 
made no particular addreſs to her, nor ſeem- 
ed to avail himſelf of her father's partiality, 
it gave her the better opinion, both of his 


love and reſpect. Her fate, ſhe thought, 


muſt depend on the ſucceſs of her aunt's let- 
ter, if her father left her the liberty of re- 
jecting, ſhe certainly would put an end to 


| the pretenſions of Lord Summers; if on the 
. contrary he perſiſted in his commands, ſhe 


was reſolved, if poſſible, to obey him, if 
nothing in his lordſhip's conduct or temper 
compelled her to the contrary, Her predi- 
lection in favor of Sir Charles Frankly, ſhe 


hoped was temporary, and ſuch as could be 
{ſubdued 5 


226 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


ſubdued 4 ſhe owned he was to be preferred tg 
any gentleman ſhe had yet ſeen, and if left 
to her choice ſhe would not heſitate to give 
him that preference; but it was her fixed de- 
termination to be governed by prudence and 
diſcretion, and not ſuffer fancy to take the 
lead of filial duty and obedience, how little 
claim ſo ever her father had to expect it. 
Having thus reaſoned herſelf into a compo- 
ſure ſhe ſcarcely hoped for in the morning, 
ſhe retired to reſt with the happy conſciouſ- 
neſs which evermore attends the performance 
of our duties. 
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